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Abstract

This research aimed to find out guidelines for sustainable development in
cultural dimension in order to empowerment the relationship between Thailand and
his neighbor country, especially Southern China. The research was carried out by
documentary review and investigated by focus group and Delphi method. The study
duration was one year, from September 2004 to September 2005.

The review has demonstrated the situation and progressive movement of the
relationship between Thailand and China after the signing of FTA agreement. It
reveals both government’s polices and strategies at the national level and the regional
level (Northern Thailand and Southern China), as well as the situation and progressive
movement in present socio-economic-cultural contexts of both sides’ provincial level
(Chiangrai province and Yunnan province). The SWOT of their bilateral relationship
was also analyzed.

In addition, Guidelines for sustainable development in cultural dimension for
Northern Thailand to equally participate in the relationship with Southern China were
made by local experts in various sectors. The conclusion was presented in three
categories; namely, the service sector (including education, tourism and health
services), the border trade sector (including the logistic and currency exchange), and
the sector of natural resource utility and management. The crucial recommendation in
all sectors can be drawn as follows:

- To identify the local needs and the local abilities in order to strengthen the
equal sharing and participating in the common benefits with neighbors under the FTA
agreement must be seriously and continually supported from the government.

- To learn and to understand the neighbors for empowerment the local Thai in
the competitive manner need to be supported and invested, including cultural study
tour in neighbor country also need to be initiated.

- The relationship and networking in cultural dimension for the borderland
people of both side need to be established and developed, including exchange in
various manner from both side residences.

- To enhance the local made products, such as OTOP, correspondent to
cultural value, need to be promoted and developed.

Nevertheless, to strengthen and to improve better performance of local
residences in terms of FTA partnership as mention above, there is a need to establish
cultural forum, as well as setup the participatory research and development model to
pilot future sustainable development in cultural dimension to empowerment the
relationship between Thailand and his neighbor country.
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