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Abstract

The Way of life of Tai Ya : A Case Study from Xinping and
Yuankiang in Yunnan, The People Republic of China. Tai Ya is another
Tai race group living in China. The majority of this people live in the
Red river especially in the district of Xinping and Yuankiang This is a
basic research with the aims of finding out way of life of Tai Ya people
in Yunnan province. The analysis in done in regard to social and
cultural changes and to ascertain what had changed and how changed
took place within Tai Ya community. The method of study is carried out
through library search both texts in Chineses and Thai. Also field work
is carried out by means of observation and informal interview in Tai Ya
community both in Xinping and Yuankiang in China.

The way of life of Tai Ya people is very similar to that of other Tai
race groups such as Tai Leu, Tai khuen, Tai Dum and others. Tai Ya
believed in animism not buddhism and some of them used to be
christian and later on conversed back to animism and ancestral
worshipping. For those Tai Ya who believed in animism still did carry
on the old rituals. Tai Ya has no written language but spoken language,
they are very diligent, hard working, and very considerate to other
especially parents and older people.

The main occupation of this group is in agriculture. They are
farmers who would start out by planting rice, and after that planting
sugar cane and cotton. They love to raise cattle and raise fish in the

rice field as well as in the pond around their houses.



The advancement of technology has come into play in Tai Ya
village, old way of life had changed gradually such as in farming
eventhough buffalos were still used not the machine or some other
means. The biggest change was the govermment policy to use Xinping
as a tourism center which would attract a number of tourists to come to
experience the richness of cultural and natural resources of this region
and its people.

Tai Ya children no matter what gender they are, they will have to
attend school as required by the government. After their graduation,
there is a chance for them to work for the government or to work in the
City. It is almost unlikely that the educated one would go back to work in
the farms like their ancestors. At the present Tai Ya people who work in
a city like in Xinping would have two houses, one in a working place
and the other in the village where they come from. They would go back

to their home town whenever there is a festive event taken place.
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“ These Tai Ya people seem to have lived for generations in an
atmosphere of fear, suspicion and distrust. This village where | live is
surrounded by a thick wall twelve or more feet high. The gates are
heavily barred and barricaded with rocks, so we have to climb over a
pile of rocks with the aid of a notched log ladder every time we go out
and in the village. Their gardens are outside the village, and are also
walled in, each little plot with its own high wall. My landlord unlocks the
little door in her garden wall when she gathers her vegetables and lock
it again when she come out. She locks her bed room door when she
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