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The Tais of Assam, India

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the way of life of Tai speakers in four
villages in Assam. (and Arunachal Pradesh) The four Tai groups in this study are
Khamti, Phake, Aiton and Khamyang Tais. In this study the Tais of India are classified
into two groups “Village Tai” and “City Tai”. The first group still lives in the
traditional Tai way. That is they still observe all the critical rites and ceremonies, i.c.
birth, marriage and death. The latter has undergone changes in many aspects, i.e. they
are no longer rice farmers. Language shift, from Tai to Assamese, has taken place
some time ago both in the village and in the city. At present, no Ahom Tais can speak
any Tai. The majority of Khamyang Tais no longer speak Tai while the young
generation of Aiton Tais speak Assamese at home. However, both Khamti and Phake
Tais still speak Tai regularly in their villages.

The contribution of this study lies in the discovery that early Assamese Tais, or
at least its ruling class, practiced Taoism. Its traces may be found in both Tai
languages and cultures, i.e. the words “Khwan” (11‘3"59) and “Tao” (ﬁ‘l’J) and various
Khwan ceremonies. The Ahom Tais in Assam switched to Hinduism long before the
Buddhist Tais from Myanmar entered Assam some two hundred and fifty years ago.
All Tais in this study are Buddhists. Songkran Day is considered one of their most

important religious days.
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Yathekyaung
Pyusawthi
Hteminyin
Yinminpaik
Paikthinli
Thinlikyaung
Kyaungdurit
Thihtan
Thuyai
Tharamunhpya
Thaiktaing
Thilikyaungnge
Thinlipaik
Hkanlaung
Hkanlat

Anawrahta
Sawlu
Kyanzittha
Alaungsithu
Narathu
Naratheinkha
Narapatisithu

Sawmunnit
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NIZOYH
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quntlszRmandifiadou
N52317 1050909 Kunsaw Kyaungpyu
nszlosa

EELITL )

NiZUAM

nszlosa

nszlosa

WIZOY¥)

wselesa

W
650-695
695-710
710-785
785-842
842-867
867-887
887-930
930-955
955-982
982-1037
1037-1059
1059-1066
1066-1075
1075-1050
1090-1100
1100-1112

1578-1620
1620-1627
1627-1656
1656-1710
1710-1713
1713-1716
1717-1754
1868-1912
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