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Rescarch Title : The study ol social and cultural change in Lao Plwan communily, Ban
Nakhounnoi, Naxaythong district , Vientianc Municipality,
Lao Pcople’s Democratic Republic,
Rescarchers and Work Places
1. Associate professor Dr. Somsak Srisontisuk. Department of Sociology and
Anthropology, Faculty of Humanitics and Social Sciences, Khon Kacn
University, Khon Kaen, Thailand.
2. Archan Boonpa Milindsuta. Oltice ol the National Cultur¢ Commission,
Ministry ol Education , Bangkok, Thailand.
3. Archan Houmphanh Rattanavong. Institutc for Cultural Research, Ministry
Of Information and Culture, Lao Pcople’s Democratic Republic.
4. Miss.Khonvone Vilayvong. Institute for Cultural Rescarch, Ministry of
Information and Culture, Lao People’s Democratic Republic.
5. Mr. Thavone lJitalad. Ban Nakhounnoi, Naxaithong district, Vientianc Munipality,
Lao People’s Democratic Republic.
6. Mr. Phume Chanlai)ulla. Ban Nakhounnoi, Naxaithong district, Vicntiane Munipality,

Lao Pcople’s Democratic Republic.,
ABSTRACT

The objectives of this rescarch were (1) to study social and cultural development, (2) to
study the process and adaptation of social and cultural change, (3) to analyzce factors related to
sécial and cultural change, and (4) 0 study impacts of social and cultural change in Ban
Nakhounnoi, Naxaithong district, Vientiane Municipality, Lao People’s Democratic Republic.

The mcthods of study were qualitative research, ficld work , and a 12- month
community study . Preparation, data analysis, and reporl writing took 6 months. Total rescarch
was I8 monlhs. Some researchers were people who lived in the community and collected data.

Rellection technique was applicd in order to ensure the reliability and validity ol data.



)

The results of research are as follows :

1. Ban Nakhounnoi is a Lao Phuan community, which is in Naxaithong district, located
24 kilomelers (o the north ol Vientiane Municipality. The community is 4 kilometres from the
district, and was established in 1813. At the present, there arc 395 households and 2,115 persons.
The land ccology is suilable for farming, There is a primary school. The bus fare is 3,000 kips to
city.

New house construction still involves rituals. The number of  rooms constructed

depends on members of the family. The parent’s roles arc still strong. The marriage rital is still

practized strongly. The family paltern is matrilocal. The heirship is vested in the daughter who

looks afler her parents.

There are 18 shops in the community. The trade exchange system was dominant in the
past. Farming is the main occupation; however, there are many supplementary occupations. The
use of fertilizer and cows for farming is still widespread practized.

Ban Nakhoummoi school was established 50 ycars ago. Tcachers pléy important roles.
Villagcé speak Lao Phuan as a dialect, which is a unique characteristic of the community.

In the past, villagers primarily used [olk medicine, but at the present both modern and
folk medicine arc applicd together. Food habits depend on. the village environment according (o
scasons. The women still preler to remain by a fire alter pacturition. Villagers drank water from
the pond in the past, but now they prefer to drink boiled water and Polaris water.

The first Buddhist emple was established in 1883. Therc arc 3 temples in this
community. The monks still play imporlant social roles for the villagers. The villagers have been
strongly practizing Lao Phuan culture and customs in Buddhism [or gencration.

| The village headman is clected by the community’s rules. The relationship between (he
villégc hcadman and villagers is good. The village commilte performs functions in village
economics, and defence system. The villagers find rest from traditional customs. The folklore is
also important for the ways of life.

(2) ’i‘hc process and adaptation of change in their cconomic system is grealer than in

education, public health, and rccreation systems, respectively, In the meantime, the

process and adaptation of change in religion is fess than in family and political

syslems, respectively.
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(3) Factors related to social and cultural change are infrastructure, development
of government policy, socialization and mass communication.

(4) Impacts on social and cultural change arc material modernization, and development
of quality of lifc. The Iesser impacts are respectiulness of the clderly, and social problems which

arc soluble with in the community.
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