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Abstract

This study is an attempt to investigate the state of
knowledge of Zhuang by both Thai and Zhuang scholars as an
effort to understand the society and culture of the Zhuang,
a Thai speaking people 1in Quangxi, China. The studies
emphasize the significance of +the fertility rite and the
role of bronze drum which have continuously important role
to the Zhuang since prehistoric period of at least 2500
years until today.

It is through this studies of belief and ritual that
most vividly reveals the common characteristics and the root
of Southeast Asian culture before its aceeptance of foreign
culture

The research group set out for participating the
frog worship ceremony which is celebrating annually at Tien
Ao District, in Quangxi during 28 Feb. 1994 to 6 Mar. 1994.
The studies found that from the creation myths, the story of
a drought, the frog legends and the frog worship ceremony
accompanied by the beating of bronze drums, all reflect the
sharing characteristics of this monsoon region in confronting
similar problems and crisis of drought.

The celebfation of the communal ritual of the Zhuang
is obviously similar ﬁo the Rocket festival in I-san that is
it aims to insure sufficient rainfall and fertility for the
happy survival of the community. Especially the trace of the
important role and status of Zhuang women both in producing
and in ritusl is very much like that of.Southeast Asian than

the Chinese.
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