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Abstract

The State of Knowledge of Ahom History

A history of the Ahom is very important. The Ahom kingdom
was large and existed for a long period of time. It was a society
which had kept many archaic elements of the Tai tribe. We can search
for the origin and the root of the formation of Tai society and
culture from the history of the Ahonmn.

At present there are two schools of Ahom historical
studies. Most of the knowledge of Ahom history belongs to the English
and the Assamese school. According to this school Ahom history is
only a part of the history of Assam. Assam is considered to be
within the culture area of India. The Ahom already believe in
Hinduism. This school utilizes Assamese, Persian and English
documents as source materials. Another school is the Tai school,
with Tai viewpoints. According to the Tai school the Ahom society
and culture had its own identity. They contained many archaic
elements of the period of the primitive commune. They paid much
attention to nature, kinship, the community and the family.

The Ahom'believed in the spirits of the nature and the ancestors.
Administration was an early Sakdina system of which the state was not
far removed from the communities. The Ahom society and culture were
essentially Tai, different from the strict caste system and the ﬂully
developed pre-capitalist system of India.

In the future we should promote research of this Tai school
of historical studies. We should study more historical documents
recorded in the Ahom written language. We should study social and
cultural history of the Ahom in comparison with histories of other
Tai. We will then understand Tai Ahom cultural history and the

cultural history of the Tai nation in general.
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of India," in B. Datta Ray, ed., Social and Economic Profile
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S.L. Baruah, A Comprehensive History of Assam (New Delhi :
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Studies, 1978 - 1979)

Jadunath Sarkar, "Assam and the Ahom in 1660 A.D., "Journal
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S.L. Baruah, A Comprehensive History of Assam, p. 52

J.P. Wade, An Account of Assam, ed. by Benudhar Sarma
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1963)
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Maheswar Neog, Early History of the Vaisnava Faith and
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Tai Ahoms and the Stars, p. 5
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Publication Board, Assam, 1976)
Lila Gogoi, "Bu-Ran-Ji," in Romesh Buragohain, ed.,

The Lost Trails, A Study on the Tai Peoples of Northeast

India, Vol. I (Dhemaji, Assam : Ban-Ok Pub Lik Mioung Tai,

1994), p. 5 ; Padmeswar Gogoi, Tai - Ahom Religion and

Customs, pp. 63 - 87

Padmeswar Gogoi, Tai - Ahom Religion and Customs, p. 88
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Valley (Gauhati : Gauhati University, Department of
Publication, 1968)
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