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Conservation and Preservation of the traditional parade and
long-boat race climbing bows toward snatching a flag of Langsuan

District Chumphon Province to promote sustainable tourism.
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Research title: Conservation and Preservation of the traditional parade and long-boat race
climbing bows toward snatching a flag of Langsuan District Chumphon Province
to promote sustainable tourism.

Researcher: Yanisa Boonchit and Suchat Mesombat

Abstract

This research has aims to study background history, tradition, problems and recommmendations
on the conservation and the preservation of the traditional parade and long-boat race climbing bows
toward snatching a flag at Langsuan District in Chumphon Province. This is a qualitative research in
which data is collected by analyzing relevant documents and conducting field research. Both
participation and non-participation observation, both structured and non-structured interview, and the
conversation with experts and executers are used for collecting research data. Content research is the
selected method for this research’s analysis.

The key research results are as follows: -

1. The backeround history of the traditional parade and long-boat race climbing bows toward
snatching a flag of Langsuan District Chumphon Province. As the lifestyle of people who live in
Langsuan District is related to river which is the main resource of agriculture, transportation, and
commercial activities, almost every household is required to possess a boat. When the fruit season
finishes, Langsuan people always take a vacation by making merit at the end of Buddhist lent. People
also decorate their boat to transport set of new robes which will be offered to Buddhist monks. The
procession of boats is always led by the big boat which is decorated delicately with many color flags.
After making merit, there usually are musical boats and long boat race. In the very early years, there
was not any award granted for the long boat race as it was just for entertainment. However, this
tradition had been developed and become “the Unique of Siam”.

2. The tradition of the traditional parade and long-boat race climbing bows toward snatching a
flag of Langsuan District Chumphon Province, which has been inherited for a very long time, consists of
activities as follows: - 1) On-ground activities start from the full moon day of the eleventh Buddhist
month by having a royal boat ceremony. On the next day, in the early morning monks usually ask for
alms and receive Buddhist robes altogether. There are also the Thai textiles dressing competition for
people who participate in merit-making activities. In the late morning, there is the boat procession
transporting images of Buddha along the road to the pier “Wat Dan Prachakorn”; and 2) Water activities

start in the afternoon of the same day, The boat procession in front of the pier “Wat Dan Prachakom”.



And there is also the long-boat race climbing bows toward snatching a flag in the afternoon on
Langsuan river from train bridge area to Wat Dan Prachakorn temple which is around 500 meters in
length. The first boat which reaches the goal will win the race.

3. The problems of the traditional parade and long-boat race climbing bows toward snatching a
flag of Langsuan District Chumphon Province are as follows: - 1) Presently, the wood which can be used
to make a boat is quite rare. Also, the senior boat maker is old and the inheritance of boat making skill
is not currently existed; 2) The cost of boat decoration is quite expensive so there are fewer decorated
boats nowadays; 3) The voluntary oarsmen who are willing to practice are rare; usually stable which
leads to the unfairness of the race; 4) The lack of boat parking lots makes people to be in hurry in
bringing their boat back to the temple; and 5) There is no sufficient fund to organize this tradition.

4. The recommendations on the conservation and preservation of the traditional parade and
long-boat race climbing bows toward snatching a flag of Langsuan District Chumphon Province are as
follows: - 1) The sustainable conservation guidelines are the conservation of formality by conserving key
activities, including monk procession asking for alms (Tak Bat Devo), Buddhist robe offering ceremony,
on-ground boat procession, and long boat-race; and the conservation of content which should be
promoted by the Langsuan municipal and subdistrict administrative organizations by encouraging the
systematic data collection and creating a learning curriculum related to this tradition in the cooperation
with the education organizations in the community; 2) The stakeholders need supports from every
sectors in the community as Local administrative organizations, government agencies, Ministry of
Tourism and Sports, Ministry of Culture, Schools and People in the community; 3) The value-added of
this tradition can be created in order to increase the community revenue by selling OTOP products at
the event and by organizing the beneficial activities, such as drawing and painting competition, the
creation of imitated royal boat, or the carving of imitated royal boat; and 4) The promotion of the
sustainable tourism of this tradition includes enhancing various public relation methods and adapting
the public relation contents to promote the grand and continuous organization of this tradition,
adapting activities to be more attractive and exciting, presenting both geographical and historical
tourism sites of Langsuan district, as well as traditional community lifestyle and fruit farms by providing
car tour for tourists, organizing a museum on Langsuan’s long boat race, and (5) exhibiting tags and

symbols of the event at various locations.
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