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Abstract

Cultural Office of Pattani: Participatory Research of Cultural Networks and
Communities for Culture Management : A Case Study

of Mahyong Performance in Muang District, Pattani

Research Advisor: Assistant Professor Dr. Passawalee Nitikasetsundhorn, 62 pages

This research aimed to 1) promote participatory process in culture management
among the Cultural Office of Pattani, Cultural Council of Pattani, and communities, 2) to
study the roles of Mahyong in the communities, and 3)to examine approaches to conserving
and revitalizing Mayong performance. The research data derived from academic documents
as well as fieldwork investigations which included forums, interviews, discussions, and
observations of the research team’s participation. There were 30 forum participants: 5
religious leaders, 10 public representatives, 4 folk scholars, 3 performers, and 8 research
team members. To analyze, the data were collected, classified, summarized according to

target issues, and verified.

The findings were as follows:
1. There was a co-operation in culture management among the Cultural Office
of Pattani, Cultural Council of Pattani, and the communities.
2. Roles of Mahyong in the communities:
2.1 as news media since in the past Mahyong recounted the incidents of one
community to others
2.2 as entertainment media that do not only entertain but also indirectly
instruct ethics and morality
2.3 as social stabilizing media in encouraging unity, caring, and kindness
among members of the same and other communities
2.4 as a spiritual link because villagers often have Mahyong performed as

an appreciation token to the holy spirit when their wishes are fulfilled.

)



3. Approaches to conserving and revitalizing Mahyong
It was found that Mahyong is a performance influenced by Bhraman, Hindu,

and Buddhist values. Although it was widely adopted by Melayu for a long time, it has been,
recently, discouraged when there are more thorough studies about Islam. With reference to
the conservation and revitalization of the performance, the forum participants offered the
following suggestions:

3.1 The performance should be modified to suit the present society.
Religious rituals should be eliminated while singing and performance should be emphasized.

3.2 The performing art of Mahyong should be included in the curriculum
concerning local experience in order that students will appreciate the value of this folk
performing art.

3.3 The conservation and revitalizing roles should rest with believers

of other religions than Islam.

Suggestions:

1. There should be a complete collection of data and details of Mahyong
Performance in the forms of documents, photographs, VCD, and cassette tapes for further
studies.

2. Teaching of this art should be the responsibility of communities, with support
of the provincial or district Cultural Councils or Cultural Centers in organizing performances.

3. There should be an in-depth study and compilation of details in performing
Mayong to be used as a manual for further training.

4. There should be a quantitative research to investigate local people’s problems

and needs concerning their roles and needs in passing down Mayong art.

Research Leader : Mr. Tanate Adulyakit Signature of Research Leader

Medium Category: Performing art Signature of Advisor

Fiscal Year : 2008 Signature of Co-Advisor
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