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A Case study of Sunday market in Songkhla Train Station area
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Abstract

This research aims to study the context of change of the Sunday market in
Songkhla Train Station area, as well as the cultural way and the social relation network of
consumption of the people in Songkhla Lake basin perceived from the market. Qualities
Methodology has been applied in the research by using Historical Approach which was
based on Documentary, Field Studies, and Oral History. The Report of Research is

presented by Analytical Description.

The studies found that the Sunday market in Songkhla Train Station area, open
every Sunday from morning to noon, originated concurrently with the opening of Songkhla
Railway in 1917. First there were only 2-3 hawkers serving passengers who waited to board
the trains. In 1972 the market expanded to the front side of Informal Education Center,
which included Plata Road and Ramwithee Road. Although the railway has ceased the
service since 1978, the Sunday market continues to open and gains popularity among local
traders and consumers. Nowadays the market is administrated under the Municipal Law of
Trade in Public Space 2006 issued by Songkhla Municipal Government. The market has
been divided into two zones; the area under control of Songkhla Municipal Government,

and the area under supervision of Mitrtong Company Limited.



Important factors that make the Sunday market in Songkhla Train Station area a

popular spot comprise:

1. Ideal location — The market is situated in the center of the community transportation.

2. Various products and services — Extensive range of products sold includes
industrial, agricultural, fishery and entertainment products, accessories, handicrafts

and rare antiques to suit all shoppers’ needs.

3. The changing economic and social situations — Urbanization of the rural society.

The Sunday market in Songkhla Train Station area serves as a place to sell,
transfer, and exchange local food, products and consumption culture between people in
Songkhla Lake Basin. Also it can be seen as a rendezvous between buyers and sellers,

urban and rural societies, seaside fishermen, lowland farmers and piedmont gardeners.

The market offers job opportunities and provides relevant services, such as food
and beverage delivery, product transfer, car parking, and waste collection. Economic and
social exchange activities among different groups of people in the market e.g. producers,
buyers, sellers, and service providers, formulate an environment for social gatherings, as
well as create social network. Therefore the Sunday market in Sogkhla Train Station area
apparently reflects the social networking of consumption of the people in Songkhla Lake

Basin.
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