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ABSTRACT

Project Title : A Study of the tradition of Praying Homage (Peemon) as a part of the
community way of life within the Tumbon Putsa District Muang Nakhon
Ratchasima Province

Investigators : Adirekchotikul N., Panurak W., Pimpan S.,
Nakhon Ratchasima Rajabhat University

E-mail address : nantaporn378@yahoo.com

Project Duration : 15 May 2550 — 15 May 2551

The purpose of this research was to explore the local history of the tradition of
praying homage. It also examined the cultural patterns and social factors that relate the
tradition to the community’s way of life and to finally construct a diagram of community
life that was derived from the Peemon tradition.

The research project employed a qualitative analysis of data obtained from a
sample group comprised of community leaders, gurus, seniors, those directly involved
with the tradition, as well as adults and children within the community. Information from
existing documents, researcher observations, semi-structured and non-structured
interviews and group discussions were the primary sources of the research data.
Descriptive analysis was used in the assessment of data.

The research results showed that

1. The praying homage tradition (Peemon) is an element of local culture and a
community belief that strongly impacts how the people in Pudsa district live their lives.
With a history of more than one hundred years, Peemon plays an important role in the
community’s way of life. The beliefs about ancestral ghosts strongly bind the souls of the
people of the community together.

2. Peemon cultivates an awareness among the community members of the
origins of the people. It gives the people of Pudsa sub-district a unique identity and

distinguishes them from those in nearby districts. The Pudsa residents are proud of their



local history. Furthermore, it was found that the people in Pudsa sub-district look more
like Thai Korat people.

3. Females of the community play important roles in the praying homage
ceremony as the spirit hosts, assistants in performing the rituals, and representatives of
their families.

4. The Peemon tradition reflects how the people in Pudsa sub-district govern
their community.

5. Peemon is also an important means of connecting the people in Pudsa sub-
district through their way of life. The Peemon tradition helps in the healing of people both
physically and mentally, reflecting who they are, creating a seniority system, forming
bonds among relatives, providing help within families and among others in the
community, connecting people across the community, watching over their behavior, and
preserving cultural traditions for the younger generations.

6. People in the community are well aware of the importance of Peemon
tradition. However, the beliefs in ancestoral ghosts and the offering of help to each
other, seems to gradually weaken from one generation to the next. It's seems that
modern and western culture, new technologies and medias, and the advancement of
education each have influenced their lives greatly. This perhaps is the reason that
nowadays people in the community want to have a prosperous and healthy community,
love and warmth within families, their children to be well-behaved and to show respect to
adults. They need something to hold them together. Accumulating wealth is not what

motivates them in their lives.

Key words : Praying homage tradition, Peemon, community way of life, patterns and

factors of Peemon tradition, community life diagram.
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