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Tatong River Preservation Participation

among Villager in the Kanjanadit District,

Surat Thani Province
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The Abstract

The research titled Tatong River Preservation participatiOn among Villager in
the Kanjanadit District, Surat Thani Province is to stﬁdy fhe context of the
communities along the Tatong River, This includes, the probléms and how to solve the
problems related to the river, development of learning process in order to use the river
and conserve the river sustainably, using Participatory Action Research (PAR).

The findings of the study of the community context on the right bank of
Tatong River reveals that the river begins from village 5 Ban Tabton, Tambon
TungGong, which is called Pak Sam Roo. This is where the three smaller rivers,
Klong Grood, Klong Bang Duan, and Klong Bang Lu meet. The river then runs
through Village 2 Ban Tatong Mai, Village 5 Ban Tatong Mai and Village 4 Ban Bang
Sam Rong, Tambon Tatong Mai. Tambon TungGoﬁg is one of the Tambons West of
Kanjanadit District. In the East and in the South are ﬂ_étlands and mountains, with
some lower mountains. In the middle are low and flat lands. Toward the West is
rather low land. Klong Tabton makes the boundaries from village 5 to village 4.
Villagers believe that this Tambon was established not less than 200 years ago. Most
of the population of this Tambon are local. Some have migrated from nearby areas
with Surat Thani Province. The traditional occupations are rice farming and fishing.
Rice Farms have been converted because there is not enough water to grow rice. Rice
farm land has, therefore, been bought by capitalists and converted to housing estates,
prawn farms, and oil palm plantations. Villagers’ way of life, then, changes from a
good and happy life being generous, kind and interdependent to being individualistic
for self survival. Tambon Tatong Mai is in the West of Kanjanadit District too. 70
percent of its land is flat along the coast. Klong Tatong Mai flows through the middle
part of it. This area is historically important. It is not less than 200 years old. The old

Tatong was situated in Banton, on the right bank of Tatong (Tatong Uthai), or what the



villagers call Tatong-Ork. This did not exist for long. Villagers moved to settle along
the left bank of Klong Tapet later, in about 2336 AD. Klong Tapet was renamed
Klong Tatongmai Mai to be the same as the name town. There were about 10 families
who were original here. Others were from several plaves who moved here because of
the fertile land. People are mainly farmers and labourers. However, farmers have left
their farms to work in the industry sector.

From exchanging of knowledge, focus group or gfoup discussion, and
studying of the area, several problems related to Tatong river were found. There were
both direct and indirect problems, such as water pollution, decrease of marine life, land
invasion by investers/capitalists, garbage, from the industry, from drain of prawn
farms into rivers, and oil tankers that wash their waste o1l into the river. There are
ways to help solving these problems. However, organizing of villagers in each village
and together work into a large network seemed to be the best way.

As for developing of a learning process of how to usera‘nd conserve Tatong
River sustainable, it was suggested by the research that people would learn from the
‘Appreciation Influence Coritrol Process (A.L.C.), which consisted of three steps, i. e.
building learning, determining methods or strategies, and planning for action. The
people organization calls a meeting every first Sunday of the month. Experts are
invited to give information and ideas related to solving problems arisen from the
meeting. Each member of the organization briefs the meeting of the work done.

Villagers think together and work together to use and to conserve Tatong River

sustainably.
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