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Life styles and Adjustment of Rice Farmers in Tung Chaiya
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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the changes of the way of life,
the adaptation to new social contexts and ways to improve life quality of the
people in Thung Chaiya ( the great rice paddies in Chaiya).

The qualitative method was used to analyze the data, which was
collected from related documents, in-depth interviews, and observations. The
results were presented by the method of descriptive analysis. These are as
follows.

Chaiya is a district with its long history. The city was presumed to be
the capital of the Srivichai Kingdom. The name “Chaiya” did not appear in the
Sukhothai Period; however, in the Ayuthaya's times, it is recorded that King .
Phetraja sent a troop to “Chaiya” to subdue the rulér of Nakhon Si Thammarat.
During the Thonburi Period, the ruler of Chaiya sent a troop to help Chao
Phraya Chakri's solders from Bangkok defeat Nakhon Si Thammarat. As a
reward, the ruler of Chaiya was promoted to the position of Phraya Wichit
Phakdi. At the beginning of the Rattanakosin (Bangkok) Period, the Burmese
troops invaded important cities in the South - Chumphon, Chaiya, and Nakhon
Si Thammarat. Chaiya was burnt during the fight.

In the reign of King Rama IV (King Mongkut), Chaiya covered the area
of Chaiya (at present), Tha Chana, Tha Chang and part of Phun Phin. The
Chaiya city center was in Phumriang. in 1890, King Rama V (King
Cholalongkorn) visited Chaiya.

in 1891, under the new Administrative Unit System (Monthon
Thesaphiban). King Rama V merged Chaiya, Kanchanadit, and Khiritat

Nikhom and named the administrative unit “Chaiya™. The office of the new
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Chaiya was in Ban Don (Amphur Muang) and the previous Chaiya was called
“Phumriang”.

In the year 1915 King Rama VI changed the name “Chaiya” (Ban Don)
to “Surat Thani” and “Phumrian” to its previous name “Chaiya”.

The construction of the railway station in Chaiya created a new
community nearby called "Ban Don Rong Thong” (Talat Chaiya or Chaiya
Market at present). Later in 1945 the district office was moved from Phumriang
to Talat Chaiya.

At present Chaiya is an amphur (district) in the province of Surat
Thani. It is 60 kilometers from Amphur Muang. It consists of 9 tambons - Talat
Chaiya, Phumriang, Mothai, Pakmak, Thung, Pawei, Takrop, Lamet, and
Wiang Its topography consists of three characteristics. The high land in the
west is suitable for rubber plantations, the basin in the middie is fit for rice
fields and the east coast is good for fishery,

Important canals (klong) running through the Chaiya basin include
Klong Chaiya, Klong Thacheen, and Klong Mai Daeng.

The word “Thung Chaiya” is used to refer to the large paddy fields in
the basin of Chaiya. Thung Chaiya covers an area of 4 tambons : Talat
Chaiya, Thung, Wiang and Lamet. Thung Chaiya where Klong Chaiya runs
through used to be fertile and suitable for rice farming. The most popular kind
of rice grown there was * Khao Hom Chaiya” (meaning sweet- smelling rice
of Chaiya). Unfortunately, this kind of rice became extinct.

The factors affecting the changes of thé way'of‘ life of the people in
Thung Chaiya are the ‘problems of land use, Water sources, capital, labor
force, beliefs and social values. The great changes began in the year 1961.

Before this, rice growing was the main career of the people here. Here is a



(6)

saying that reflects one of the people’s social values about growing rice :
having enough rice to consume in families all year round is dignity while
buying rice to consume is disgrace. The people’s way of life depended on the
nature, adequate water for rice farming, and the native farming method.
Throughout the process of rice farming - from soil preparation to harvest, the
work was done by family members and neighbors who took turns helping each
other. New technology, chemica! fertilizer, and pesticides were not used.
People lived a simple life. The cost for rice farming was low. They could live
with little money. They bought only the necessaries. Plenty of food was
available. They had to adapt themselves only to the nature.‘
In 1961 the government launched the National Economic and Social
Development Plan, which promoted industrial development. The Green
Revolution forced the farmers to adapt themselves to the modern way of life.
New technology for rice farming has been introduced. This affects not only
the labor force structure, but also the cost in rice farming. The farmers are
drawn to capitalism. They have to depend greatly on marketing strategies. The
cost of rice farming is higher while the turnover is lower. Besides farmers have
to form groups to get help or promotion from the Seed Reproduction Center
22, which controls production quality, gives rice price guarantee, and buy
produce. The problems the farmers are facing are a shortage of water, the
changes of the weather, and a shortage of labor force due to the new
generation people’s education. |

There young people nowadays do not know how to grow rice. They

enjoy convenience. They prefer working in factories in town to working in rice
fields. So far more and more paddy fields have been replaced by palm

plantations.
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Farmers’ life is getting more difficult. They don’t earn enough. The cost
of living is high. Besides, the relationship among the people in the community
is not as close as before. The native method of rice growing has gone.

According to the 5-year development plan (2002-2006), the guidelines
set to develop life quality of the people here include improving water sources,
providing academic knowledge, developing mixed farming as well as rice
farming.

The farmers now need adequate water for their rice fields, marketing

promotion, rice price guarantee and knowledge on the ecological system.
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