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-

The rescarch on “socio — cultural and economic changes of Tambon Bang
Baimai Amphoe Muang Surathani Province™ has the objectives for the study of socio-
cultural and economic changes that happen in the community including the effect
impact of the these changes. The case — study of specific place and the use of quality
research methodology — data collecting from bath documeatary and personal data
sources in terms of field work, from four groups of data — givers, namely, community
leaders in Tambon Bang Baimai, state personnets people who lived in Tambon Bang
Baimai,andlomla&udemicpasonsintheam '

The conceptual framework for this study consists of ideas and theories of social
changes in various fields and the impact related to such changes.

The result of research finds that Bang Baimai community has a long history
more than 200 years of the old temple as the centre of primitive houscholds. Later on
the households increased more and more ofter the second World War. At present the
extended family become nuclear family. The old style of houses also has been changed
into modem style. Decision — making and family management were not based on the
senior people but on the progenders in almost every way of life. It is only estate —
receivering that is still existing as the old time. Relationship among the famiy



members are quite separated m the same manners of commmunity members in general.
For the social dlassification the matter of high, respects used to be on the semsior, the
monks, and the leamers in the community but now such tradition are lower. The less
commmhypmblemsinthcpastaminamsingmmemdxﬂm%ﬁ'tmnsofcomplex
commumity problems, but education of people in the community is alert and rapid
changing remarkably.

- In The case of culturai change finding that relationship between people and
temple in old tradition is changed but various ritug}s are stll ‘the same manners.
People’s participation in religious activities decreases more and more. Cultural dress
and decorated garments are changed kinds of new fashion. Relaxation of the people
also has been changed from simple model to luxuriate one.

In the change of economy finding that multi — occupation of the people becoms
more complex like the occupations of people whe live in urban society. They are going
to work mostly outside their own community becausc the oldocaxpationhashomuch
income with comparison to the now occupation that has more income. New technology
withhighcapitalistakenmoreinu#e

The impact of socio — cultural and economic changes in Tambon Bang Baimai
can be considered both positively and negatively in three levels. Individual, family and
community. Positive individual impact makes children free and private, adults having
more opportunity to seck knowledge, and old — aged without family responsibility as in
the past. In the case of Negative impact children and adults have less relationship
because the adults have on time to take care of their own familics. The role of old —
aged has less importance in family and community but becomes depending on the
others. The positive impact of family makes the extended family a nuclear one. The
result is that the menbers of nuclear family has more freedom in thinking and decision
— making in the development for himself herself and his her family. The negative
impact is that there is less intemal relation in the family, being independent of each
member. The positive impact in the community level is clear that the members of



comununity gave more chancex to coutact witty the people in the outside sodiety. The
negative impact of community makes it relating to external objects that reflect the lack
of uniqueness in the community.

Theimpaainﬂxeﬁddofculunalchangeintheposiiive;ﬁymakeagmupof
children, aduhs and the old — aged, family and community confront with new learning
and new value to choose in multalteratives. The adaptation for survival is neccess ary
intile present society. For the old — aged group has less change than the other groups.
For the negative impact new cultural learning and Vailfe make children and adults less
care of importance in the old value quite clearly. It dose not oombiné the people’s
groups in society closely further. The evidence is that the family unit becomes weak
and happines in the family is finished even though the widespread of community into
various groups is multi — ple but the commmityisinﬂuetloedbytheoﬂlas.ltmal;e;s
the community complex and lack of unigueness.

The impact of economic change can be found both in bemms of positive and
negative aspects. That is to say, the adults go out to work out side the community and
they kave more different occupations than the old time. The progenders who live with
the old — aged have the opportunity to be in touch with the old culture. This makes the
old — aged have more happiness. But the groups of@&@ who are looked after by
the old — aged live their lives without warmth because both the children and the old -
aged have less close relationsgip with the members of the family. Their income is
reducedandthcyhavetobedepaldontheothas.Evmﬂ:eyhavemoreoowpanons
btnsomcofmeﬁmﬂiahaveuxieﬁnnrmlhemmmybemcsblgcrand
biger and has everything like the urban commamity wity its own marketing but the
community has new value based on objects and money that are quite more significant
for its survival. The way of old commumity life declines and the environment is
polluted and the community itself has a lot of problems.
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