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CULTURAL DYNAMICS AMONG RUBBER PLANTATION OWNERS: A CASE
STUDY OF TAMBON TAYANG, AMPUR TUNGYAI, NAKHON SI THAMMARAT

This research aimed to investigate the dynamics of cultures of the rubber
plantation owners regarding their households and communities, the agriculture and
rubber plantations, and their lives in general. Qualitative research was the method
applied in the study. The study was divided into two phases: the period before year
1972 and from the year 1972 to the present time.

During the time prior to 1972 Mostly the people lived their lives depending
mainly upon nature since the ecological system was almost faultless and natural
supply of food was bountiful. Most households tended to have many family
members—it was natural at the time for each family to have many children. Roles
and responsibilities were assigned to members according to their ages and sexes.
This was a sure way to effectively help add up the family’s agricultural products.

Agriculture as an occupation was quite primitive by today’s standards. Rice
was grown on low plains or low-lying land areas aside from that which was grown
in a form of mobile plantation on highland. However, most of the farming areas had
to be near to water resources. To create extra help needed for farming, they raised
such domestic animals as buffalos and cows.

Most of the agricultural products of those days were basically for family
consumption, particularly rice and forest products, which could be sought
seasonally. Rubber trees were started to grow at that time changing the areas where
they used to grow the mobile rice plantation. At the early stage, the popular Para
rubber trees were the native ones. Normally the seeds were used to grow the tree;
after that it was the nature that took care of the trees. Only when the rubber trees
grew enough to be cut for their sap than the owners turn to make use of them.

With regard to their general way of life, when suffered from illness, herbal
medicine and traditional healers were usually sought for. Another normal practice
when a family member became sick was dong magic and thaumaturgy. People
could not have much schooling in those times—the highest level of education for

most people was Partom 4. There was only one primary school. Some time later
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then there was another school built in the community. There is no wonder
considering the means of communications and transportation of that time. The usual
practice for anybody wanting to go places or to get in contact with the outside world
was to go on foot. To make a visit to places far away, services of railway and boats
were available provided they could walk to the nearest stations. During the period
the markets in Tung Song and Jandee served as their local trade centers. There was
only one open-air market located near Amphur Tungyai Officer. In those days
people were quite strict about things like customs and traditions. The people had
strong faith in Buddha’s teachings; at the same time, however, they also believed in

supernatural forces.

During the year 1972 — present This was under the National Economic and Social
Development Plan IIT (1972-1976) — the time when the government initiated rural
development scheme. There had been some changes at Tambon Tayang. Single
households became numerous and family members in each was smaller in numbers
— only around 4-5 people in each house. Both sexes — males and females — took
somewhat equal role as family members. More wives were seen to work outside of
the house to gain extra earnings to support family. Relationship among relatives
became less important; only among close relatives the relation of which was still
much considerable. Any assistance formerly provided for free for the community
required some payments in return for the help.

Everything changed, and so do the people in the local. They have become
real and modernized farmers and owners of the rubber plantations. Rubber has
played a bigger part in the people’s lives. General folk who used to ignore the
importance for rubber became interested in planting more and more trees. Not only
do they stop growing rice in their fields, many start changing the former rice fields
into rubber plantations. What is more, the growing techniques are developed.
Instead of using the seeds from the native trees as they did in the former times,
newer breeds of rubber are used to replace the old ones. They now make use of

many more technologies and aids; the plantations are taken care of quite well —



owners now use fertilizers apart from keeping weeding the plantations. In fact they
even use more laborsaving devices now.

Currently, the residents, in case of illness, go to the local hospital (the Tung
Yai Hospital) or sanitary stations as well as private clinics. Treating illness with
herbal medicines or traditional healers becomes rare. Young people are very
convenient to go to school. There are schools at all levels — both government and
private ones. If they do not want to go to schools near their homes, they can choose
the ones far away. There is no transportation problem nowadays as many good
roads link all communities together. The better roads also help with the trade in the
locals. However, better transportation and the people’ s well being do not make
them go to wat or Buddhist temples as ever before. Generally only on important
festive occasions as the tenth-lunar month festival and at the end of the Buddha Lent
do they enter the wat. With the modernization, very few people still believe in
supernatural powers.

There are still some obstacles and problems the farmers and plantation
owners encounter currently. These are 1) unstable prices of rubber, 2) quality of the
rubber sheets, which make them low in price, 3) the price of tools and agricultural
equipment, which are higher in price day by day, 4) pests and plant diseases of
rubber trees, 5) the weather changing conditions, and 6) the unfair means of trade
applied by the middlemen or brokers. '

Following are suggestions for further research: first, Amphur Thung Yai has
been rapidly developed and changes has been made a lot both naturally and
environmentally, therefore it is required that there must be some more research the
information from which can be helpful in protection of nature and environment; any
development to be made will be in accordance with the real needs of the people.
Second, the research should emphasize on the promotion of product processing.
Such products as furniture made from rubber trees and inventions made out of the
rubber leaves should be supported. In regard with suggestion for application, here
are some suggestions: first, training should be held to provide knowledge and

techniques for adding up value of rubber sheets. Second, group activities for the



rubber plantation owners should be supported in order that they can learn from each

other of how to have better income and live better live.
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