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Abstract

The small community of Kok-yang of long ago was a rugged area opened up and
ventured into by those seeking land for cultivation. It was also a route to be passed through and
notoriously known as the rendez-vous and gathering place of bandits. Yet at the same time this
community also gained its name as the village of various folk arts in particular folk performances
such as Liga-pa Manohra and shadow plays. This meant that in very same community lived the
artists who were also bandits.

This study was to determine whether in an old time the community like Kok-yang it was
possible that the same group of bandits causing woes and troubles to people simultaneously could
be folk artists giving fun and pleasure to those very people. It so, what were the justifications or
driving forces for such phenomenon? And did their beliefs, values, attitudes, and lifestyles
harmonize or lash with each others? Also did the passage of time bring about dynamic of culture
and there identities and lifestyles later on?

The result of the study was that even though the diving forces and ways of life of the
artists and the bandits did differ, surprisingly they co-existed harmoniously. This was due to the
fact that their different factors actually responded to the common social needs, thus fostering love,
unity, attachment, and inter-dependence, within the community so much based on kingship and
controlled by the values, beliefs and ethics of the bandit groups. Over the years, changes were
apparent including those in social beliefs and values and attitudes. There were indications that
although theft continued to exist the identities of the bandit groups were changed without their
former influential and powerful realm, whereas the folk artists have survival and continued to
perform. The folk arts have been and will be carried on for a certain time to come provided that
they are conserved as is the present situation and deemed as being more valuable and beneficial

than the bandit’s codes of conduct.
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