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ABSTRACT

Title: A Change of Relationship between Cultural Arts and a Community ‘s Way of
Life: A Case Study of Wat Wieng Community, Tambon Wieng, Amphoe Chaiya, Surat
Thani

This study was made on the change of local cultural arts (this is specifically
referred to religious works of art and local arts) which used to have relation to the way
of life of people at Wat Wieng community. This place of arts left traces indicating that it
was an agricultural community, where its people spent their lives in perfect harmony
with the arts and culture in the locality. However, as time passed the developments
needed to modemnize the community have been making changes tothe life of these
people. The study thus aimed to reveal the fact that the relationship between the local
cultural arts and the community itself changes upon the change of circumstance in the

community.

The information was inquired through a study of document and research papers
concemed. Field trips together with involvement in observation, in depth interview, as
well as small-group gathering were also carried out to gain complete and reliable
information. The facts providers were those who had been living in the community for
around 60 — 80 years. These people, including such occupation groups as rice farmers,
traders, community leaders, school teachers, local historians, and caretakers, were
interviewed about these two subjects: 1) the local art and culture, 2) the change of way
of life.

Following are the findings:
Art and culture in the locality used to be part of life. Art used to have part in

developing their souls and leading the way of life. The local art was marked by the way



they fabricated kinds of tools to contextually suit the locality. The two types of art and
culture contemporarily took place within the sustainable agriculture community in the
abundantly natural surroundings. This is a normal circumstance because these arts can
be harmoniously and uniquely produced only in the agricultural way of life—the
condition when the community members can have ample time to create them. What is
more, it is natural that these religious artifacts are brought about to esthetically suit the .

community and so will outstandingly reflect the type of self-supported society.

After the world society had its knowledge of sciences and industries, starting
from the Industrial Revolution in Europe in the 18th century, the currency system
became more influential than the power of religions and morality. To modernize the
society to meet the endless human needs, people have created development plans
applying economic mechanism as a standard gauge of prosperity of the society.
Thailand, as part of the world’s society, started its own National Plan of Economic and
Social Development from 1961 on. The schemes have generally changed the structural
system of the community production in the rural areas, including the Wat 'Wieng
community. Inevitably, The Wat Wieng community has. to_follow the paved way to
society of modernization all through the past 40 years. The community resource,
undoubtedly, has been utilized for the purpose in exchange for the accumulation of
wealth and currency in the econor‘nic society. Consequently, the Wat Wieng community
of the present day cannot rely on its own resource to normally make a living of their
own. Rice farming, which used to be a basis for the community economy had been
ceased as the lack of water resource. The canals in Chaiya, which used to be the
principle water resource of the Amphoe became shallow. Insufficient waster is available
in the irrigation system of the district. The community members hence have to depend
upon the economic currency system in stead of environmental assets. The relationship

among the community members principally turns to be the type of economic exchange.



Community’s art and culture, both religious and local, convey different beliefs
from that of capitalism development. Local art and culture emphasize the development
of mind; this in turn helps create relationship between humans and humans as well as
humans and environment through the process of interdependency and mutual respect for
values of each party. The esthetic value is therefore an abstract characteristic having
been fostered in the old time’s way of life. When the context of the agricultural society
. and natural surroundings can no longer be dependable in the community, the art and
culture, too, become lessened in their value from the perspective of the present
community. Their being unable to survive is probably due to the failure to add them up

to any value in the day of capitalism.
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