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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the study was to investigate the belief and ritual related to
believing in ghosts and social role of the southern Thai Buddhists. The research data
were collected by using interviews, focus group discussions, observations, and
documentary studies. The research report writing was done qualitatively. The results of
the study were as follows :

Basically, people of all time and everywhere believe in ghosts. It might be said
that believing in ghosts is universal or shared culture. The southern Thai Buddhists, like
most Thai people, also believe in ghosts. The ghosts, according to the southern Thai
Buddhists, there are 3 types of ghosts. 1. The high class ghosts or good ghosts, known
as thevada. The thevada also are grouped as high and common classes. 2. The medium
class ghosts. They are good and bad ghosts. They are to protect or keep guard of natural
surroundings, human inventions, householdsor residences. They also come from ancestors
or very famous persons. 3. The low class ghosts. They reside in general surroundings and
in the hell.

There are several rituals deriving from believing in ghosts. The rituals of
offerings or worshipping one’s respected ghost were believed to protect harmful events,
bring happiness, or help to make a dream comes true. There are 2 types of rituals
performed by the southern Thai Buddhists. They are rituals for occupations and rituals
forlife. The rituals for occupations include farming, fishing, and folk art performing. As
for the latter, they include giving birth, healing sickness, wedding, and passing away.

Since ghosts symbolize power, meaning tended to be emphasized more than
reality. As a result, their social role is related to the people’s way of life from birth to
death. It is also related to social rules keeping the people and society in place and
together. In brief, the social role of believing in ghosts and rituals clearly help to keep
guards of natural resources, promote occupations, heal sickness, promote morality and

individual’s empowerment, and fortune telling.
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