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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) the settlement and cultural
dimension of the Chinese community in Southern Thailand in the light of the Chinese
residence research, and 2) physical features of the Chinese residence both in the
exterior and in the interior, which are valuable in terms of architecture and history of the
South of Thailand. The research was a qualitative study, collecting data from documents
and fieldwork on the Southern Chinese residence. The data were then analyzed by the
research objectives.

The result of the study revealed that the South of Thailand was the area famous
for producing spices, incense and minerals and played an important role as a harbour
and a significant commercial centre of the region in B.E. 5th -Gth. During the period,
Chinese people came into contact and traded with the people in the ancient towns and
states in the South. Since B.E. 21St the number of Chinese immigrants in the South of
Thailand has been increased continuously. They settled both on the west and east
coasts. The Chinese involved in the economic system and trade and were able to better
their living conditions and social status. In B.E. 24th the Chinese immigrants controlled
almost all the economy in the South.

In the Chinese settlement in the South, houses were built for residing and doing
business. The settlement was widespread throughout the country and cities. The
houses were constructed by following the Chinese traditions and were made of bamboo
tied together by rattan, or made of wood. They were detached houses, houses joined to
each other in a row, used for residing and doing business and tycoons' residence. The
construction technology of western residential style was brought into the building of a
new style of house, which was widespread throughout the South of Thailand.

The house planning, the use, the structure, the materials used, the construction

technique and the decoration of the Chinese residence in Southern Thailand were all of



the Chinese traditions. Later, the construction was influenced by western countries. The
style of the houses was then changed. However, the detail still preserved the old

Chinese style.
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