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Research title A study on Social and Cultural Development of the
Thai Ethnic Group in Northern Malaysian States

Researcher : Mr. Kamnuam Nusnsanong

Research fund : The Office of National Cultural Bureau, Ministry of Education
2000 fiscal year

An Abstract

This research study aimed to investigate hitorical development to the Thai ethnic
group and continuity of social and cultural development of the Thai — Malaysians in
northern Malaysian states. Data collection and data analysis were done through document
study, interview, and observations of existing social phenomenon. The results were
reported as follow.

According to the analysis, the development of history of the Thais in northern
Malaysian states was devided into five periods; the early settlement in Malajsia to the
Thonburi period, the early Rattnakosin period to King RaMa ¥ period, the loss of
Siamese Land in northern Malaysian states to the British empire period, the Thais in
northern Malaysian states under British rule period, and the Thais — Malaysians and the
Malaysian citizenship period.

Regarding continuity of social and cultural development of the Thai -~ Malaysians
in northern Malaysian state, significant aspects could be observed ; the settlement of the
Thais — Malaysians in northern Malaysian states, the restoration of Buddhism, the
establishment of a strong Thai community, the transmission of Thai culture, the use of
Thai first name, and the integration of races.

The researcher discussed that the study brought about theoretical value leading to
better understanding of characteristics of Thai culture as a whole. It also raised awareness
of being Thai and its existance. In addition, the restoration and the development of

culture was an absolute necessity for the Thai ethnic group.
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