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Abstract

The objective of the research study entitled Nora Kaek : Performance Adaptations for
Community Culture was to study Nora Kaek in Narathiwat Province with reference to its history,
forms, influence on performance in the South, adaptations, and roles. The method of research
involved related documents, intéwiews, and observations pertaining to the Nora troupe of Tawin
Jumpatong in Pattalung Province, the Ku Sari Mayong troupe in Pattani Province, and the Nora
Kaek troupe of Juan Songcheewit in Narathiwat Province.

The research findings are as follows. The things that appeared in the Nora Kaek
performance of Pattani and Narathiwat Provinces carried their own identities and forms. The
Nora Kaek performance was adapted from the Nora of Buddhist Thais and the Mayong of
Muslim Thais, consisting of dance and singing along with its performance involving a fully
. developed story. The purposes of the performance were to accompany a ritual and for
entertainment. The main characters were a Nora father, female dancers, and a hunter. The
unique Nora and Mayong features of dance, costume, and singing-music were combined for the
performance characterized by the following. The Nora father was dressed in Nora style, singing
and conversing in Thai as well as in local Malay. Muslim-Thai dancers wore local-style clothes
and sang and conversed in local Malay. An audience of Buddhist Thais and Muslim Thais would
enjoy watching the Nora Kaek together and quite comprehend the art of this performance. The
roles of the Nora Kaek in the society of the South were seven: 1. it served as a form of folk
entertainment; 2. it was a medium of communicating with the supernatural; 3. it acted as a kind
of mass media; 4. it forged and fostered social relations; 5. it developed the quality of
population; 6. it enhanced economic status; 7. it preserves national security.

The Nora Kaek performance was found only in Narathiwat and Pattani Provinces. Its

popularity was in the decline.
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