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ABSTRACT
Assoc Prof. Sawvanee Jitmoud and Mr. Danai Moosa : Social

Development of the Ethnic Group : Thai Muslims.

The research on the social development of the ethnic group : Thai
Muslims get the supporting fund from the Office of the National Culture
Commission, Ministry of Education for the fiscal year 1998. The research
aims tc; study the development in many areas of Thai Muslim in the past,
present and future in general emphasizing changes of the Thai Muslim
Society in 3 main areas 1. social area 2. economic area 3. political and
governmental area in the context of geological, historical, social, religious,
cultural factors and also situations and events in each period. The example
group is selected from the Thai Muslim in 5 regions; South, North, East,
North-East and Middle. Much emphasis is put on the qualitative research

method in this regasel.

The result of research finds that the development in all 3 areas has had
clear continuation since the past until now in the positive manner. Only a

few problem is found despite facing difficulties sometimes.

1. Social area. There has been continual development since
Sukhothai period until now. The Thai Muslim ethnic group has a very
strong culture because they have a districtive way of life, capable of

maintaining the Muslim status so firmly. Powerful social groups have more



integration. And the basic of family - thought still rely on the religious

principles.

2. Economic area. Significant development has continued since the
Ayudhaya period especially in trade, then expanding to other business such
as touring and hotel business aﬁd etc. However, it still lack of joining into
the 1arf;re business firm and have business conflict among themselves
sometimes. So, the Thai Muslim business group have not enough
potentiality to control the economic while most of Thai Muslim are still poor
and challenged by the rapid change under globalization which push them to
the employee market instead of having their own business to run as

employers.

3. Political and governmental area. Obvious development has been

found in this area, such as in administration, defense and diplomacy since
Ayudhaya period. The Thai Muslim have more roles becoming parts of
legistrative, administrative and judicial institution. Their loyalty to the
Monarch remains stable. Under the new constitution, the roles of the Thai

Muslims will increase more in the future.

The important trend

1. social area. Thai Muslims society will expand wider economic

development and globalization will bring about changes to their ways of life,



families and educations. There will be gap of thought between the new Thai
Muslim generation and their predecessor. The interaction with other ethnic
group will increase. And the change in general environment will challenge

the Thai Muslim’s way of life.

2. economic area. More Thai Muslim will turn to join into business

affairs Jespecially the production of Muslim media, retail and cattle bussiness.
However, the integration for larger business will be unseen. In general, their
economic status are still poor and earn a hard living because of capitalism
under globalization. The Thai Muslim society will be challenged from the
consumptionist - doctrine especially “Interest” which is the contradiction

benefit in Islamic Principle.

3. political and governmental area. In this area the Thai

Muslim tend gain more favour and participate in political affair more and
more. A lot of Thai Muslim show their talents and abilities to take part in
solving serious problems of the country. However, problems still persist in
terms of the administration unity within the Thai Muslim society because of

the gap of thoughts and attitudes between generations.

However, the result of the research also recommends that much

emphasis be put on the future Thai Muslim society. The Thai Muslim must



adapt themselves into the new change while maintaining their own identity
and build up the soical balance. Besides, the Thai Muslim should open up to
other ne;kv involving their own lives on the basis of “Unity among
Pluralism” to the peaceful pluralist society and stable which has to

accelerate use all potential of the Thai Muslim Society unanimously.

Besides, this paper also suggests that additional research be put
on the Thai Muslim Social development in many regiously using
comparative method. The study on Thai Muslim’s role that inpacts and has
influence over the Thai Society as the whole including other powerful
Muslim organization groups. Finally, the : research suggests that more study
about the Thai Muslim adaptation in the new millennium will bring out
beneficial outcome in terms of knowledge to support activities promoting

understanding between the Thai Muslim and others in the nation.
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