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Abstract

This research was a study of “The ancient route across the Malay peninsula from Khlong Thom,
Krabi Province, to the Bandon Bay, Suratthani Province,” with the objective of studying geographical
conditions, conditions of the route and travel across the peninsula, historical and archeological
evidence, and social and cultural conditions of the ancient communities along the ancient route. This
was a qualitative research making use of documentary data, data on ancient artifacts and sites, and
data from interviews and observations. The research findings may be summarized as follows.

The geographical conditions of both the west coast and the east coast of the South consisted of
mountains, plains, and rivers and canals. In many areas the conditions were favorable to short-cut
travelling across the Malay peninsula, and several routes were available, in particular the route from
Krabi Province to Suratthani Province, originating in Khlong Thom in Krabi and led eastward
through Khuan Luke-pat and across Khao Noi Choo-chi down to Sin Poon Canal in Lamthab District,
Krabi Province, and then turning north, Sin Poon Canal joined the Tapi River at Bang Pla Tai
Village, Phra Saeng District, Suratthani Province. The Tapi River flowed through Wieng Sa District,
Ban Na Sarn District, and Punpin District, and out into the Bandon Bay at Muang District of
Suratthani. Throughout this route were located several important ancient communities, namely, the
Khlong Thom or Khuan Luke-pat ancient community, the Weing Sa town ancient community, the
Punpin ancient community, the Khao Srivijaya ancient community, and the ancient communities
around the Bandon Bay. These last communities consisted of several ancient ones, such as the Tha
Chana ancient community, the Chaiya ancient community, and the Laem Bodhi ancient community.
Numerous pieces of evidence were found at these ancient communities dating from prehistoric to
historic eras. Important pieces of evidence were, for example, chipped-stone axes and polished-stone

axes dated back 12,000 to 3,000 years; bronze drums of about the first to fifth Buddhist centuries;



various kinds of beads of about the fifth to twelfth Buddhist centuries; square lockets and seals on
which were impressed letters of Indian alphabet of about the sixth to twelfth Buddhist centuries;
gold-inlaid stone tablets and Roman rings of about the sixth to eighth Buddhist centuries; statues of
the gods Vishnu and Shiva, lingam and yoni objects, Buddha and Bodhisattava statues, and Dharma
wheels of about the tenth to eighteenth Buddhist centuries; stupas of about the fiurteenth to
cighteenth Buddhist centuries; and cupt sets of the Tang dynasty of about the fourteenth to fifteenth
Buddhist centuries. These pieces of evidence indicate that these areas were settled from the
prehistoric era. Later they were developed into urban communities and came into contact with
aspects of Indian, Chinese, and Arab cultures. Centers of political power arose around the territories
ringing the Bandon Bay, lending prosperity to various communities therein. A system of government
based on that of India was established, with supreme power invested in a king or governor, while
state rites were conducted by Brahmans from India or their descendants to add to the leaders’ aura.
Religious beliefs of note were traditional cults about spirits and the supernatural, the Hindu religion
made up of the Vishanava sect and the Shiva sect, and Buddhism consisting of the Mahayana,
Theravada, and Ceylonese sects. These religious beliefs served to mold the way of life of the people

in these communities into a unitary one.
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