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Abstract

This is a study of the people’'s changing way of life due to the
transformation from agricultural to industrial society in the South, with special
reference to Songkhla Province. The study was aimed at investigating the
changes in the systems of occupation, relationship, and belief as well as the
impacts of the changes, and it also suggested guideline for the improvement
of the local people’s livelihood. The data was collected through interviews,
questionnaire, and observations. The results of the study revealed the
following:

Factors for the changes in the occupational system included the
government’s policy on industrial development and a decline in the income
from agricultural occupation. The changes in occupational characteristics
included the establishment of numerous factories in Songkhla. Since 1973,
more community members have been engaged directly with the production
forces in terms of selling their labor and the movement of labor forces within
their own district as well as to other districts. The impacts of the changes in
the occupational system included the income, cost of living, and health.

Factors for the changes in the relationship constituted the change in
occupational system, government's policy on rural development, and the
expansion of market sector. The characteristics of the changes in the
relationship were the relétionship within family circle, relationship with
neighbors, relationship with core institutions in the community, and
relationship with institutions outside the community. The impacts of the
change in the relationship were the changed roles and status of members of
family, Community members had more contacts with people and institutions

from outside their own community and their relationships were more formal,



based on regulations related the position of the people in contact and on the
relevant laws.

Factors which affected the belief included the engagement in new
occupations, new educational plans, and the introduction of new technologies.
The characteristics of the change included the change in the traditional and
religious beliefs. The effects of the change in the belief included a decline in
the use of folk wisdom and rituals in the community.

The changes in the way of life had both direct and indirect effects on
the community. Positive impacts included the increased income and the
alleviation of unemployment problems in the community. Negative impacts
included the deterioration and depletion of natural resources, social confusion,
increasing gap in income distribution, and tendency of materialism in society.
From documentary study, interviews, and first-hand experience during the
field study, the researcher proposed ways of improving the people’s livelihood
in the face of social changes into three major points: The practical application
of the government's policy on industrial development and environmental
protection, the harmonization of industrial development and social
development, and the improvement of skilled labor. The author also made
suggestions regarding the viability of using industrial development as a
strategic planning for sustaining community development, which should be

supported by both public and private sectors.
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