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AN ANALYSIS OF THE COUNTRY MUSIC COMPOSED BY
JULIAM KINGTHONG

AN ABSTRACT
BY
NOPPORN DANSAKUN

Presented to the National Culture Commission, Ministry of Education
as a report of the research supported by cultural research fund

for the 1995 Academic Year



This is an analysis of the country music composed by Juliam
Kingthong. It investigates the author's prosody, song form, literary styles, and
social and cultural images used in lyrics of 43 songs played to public
audiences during the performance of Nang Taloong shadow puppet shows
and subsequently electronically recorded for sale. The data for the study
were collected by transcribing his songs and from interviews with various
persons, particularly with the author himself. The results of the study were
presented using the descriptive analysis technique.

Juliam Kingthong utilizes formal prosodic patterns in composing six
categories of his songs. Klon Hua Diaw is the pattern most frequently used
by the author (9 out of 15 songs). The pattern used in 28 songs is a new
type, believed to develop from the formal patterns where traces of the Karp
and Klon patterns are present. Regarding the song form, like most romatic
songs, the author's song form -- the arrangement of words -- is not
complicated. Basicly there are two types of song forms: the mono-form and
the binary form. The author utilizes lexicons from both the Southern Thai
dialect and literary language hamorniously. Figures of speech are used
ingeniously to create clear pictures. Metonymy, a total of 51 instances, is the
type of figure of speech most frequently used.

Juliam Kingthong introduces clear social and cultural events into the
country music. In economy, the Southern Thai society is pictured as an
impoverished one, with some social problems. Politically, the Southern Thais
are politically conscious people but the political atmosphere and development
are still uncertain. Regarding values, behavioral culture of the Southern
Thais is that they steadfastly uphold the values which contribute to the spirit
of development of the country. In terms of belief, they believe in supra-

natural phenomena, a challenge for further study into this particular area.



Juliam Kingthong has a long experience in performing the shadow
puppet shows. He began his trade in B.E. 2482 (A.D. 1939) during the time
when the singing of country music was mixed into the performances. This
may be the main reason why Juliam Kingthong has produced such a prolix
work in the field of country music, the work considered to be valuable
artistically, anthropologically, socially, and culturally. Since the scope of this
study is limited to the written form of prosody, the only aspect of song form
that can be analyzed is the word arrangement. It is suggested that further
study should touch on the aspect of art of music in order to gain clearer
understanding of the subject. The findings from such study would denifitely

shed light on the topic.
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