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Abstract

This is a study of villagers' folk wisdom as shown in their nipa palm
products made by the villagers in Tambon Khanarb Nark, Amphoe Pak
Phanang, Changwat Nakhorn Si Thammarat. The study also looks at ways to
improve the occupation of producing nipa palm products on the basis of folk
wisdom.

Apart from documents, data for the study was collected by the
researcher through interviews and participation observation of the community.
The samples for the study were seven skilled producers of nipa palm
products, one from each of seven villages. The study employed the
qualitative analysis technique and the results of the study were presented
using a descriptive analysis.

The results of the study are the following:

1. Folk wisdom as shown in the products made from nipa pélm

1.1 The elements and production techniques are as follows:
The occupation is engaged by villagers through their realization for economic
needs and is handed down from generation to generation. It is a sustainable
farming practice suitable to the local conditions and way of life of the local
people. The occupation maintains good environments and promotes the
economy of community.

1.2 Regarding marketing, the villagers still lack the folk wisdom
in market management. The prices of the products are determined by
middlers and depended on season.

1.3 Regarding the transfer of folk wisdom, the craftsmanship is
handed down to the family members. By assisting their parents, the sons or

daughters are automatically taught the crafts by their parents.
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2. Suggestions for the improvement of production of the products are

as follows:
2.1 the setting up producers' cooperative,
2.2 the modification of the stove for boiling the sap, and
2.3 the development of cultivation technique.

Suggestions for further research on the subject are the following. It is
suggested that the research should be done on the new products to be made
from nipa palm, particularly nipa syrup. This is aimed to promote econormiic
development of the community by making use of the available local
resources. It is also suggested that research should be focused on the
impact of community development on the way of life of the people, particularly
on the people who make products from nipa palm. In addition, problems and
needs of the people in other communities with similar social structure to that
of Tambon Khanarb Nark regarding their occupation should be studied. This

is done to improve the living condition of the people in the communities.
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