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Abstract

"Phru Khuan Khreng"is a wetland filled with water all year round. The
area is where various plants such as Krajood, Prue, and Samet flourish. A
small part of it consists of a hill which has been a settlement for villagers.
The place is named after its geographical characteristics. "Phru” refers to a
swampy place covered with plants; "Khuan" is a hilly area; "Khreng" is a
water source. Areas with these characteristics are not only found in Tambon
Khreng of Amphoe Cha-uad in Nakhon Si Tharnmarat Province, but also can
be found in the adjacent areas of Amphoe Khuan Khanoon, Phatthalung
Province and in Amphoe Ranode, Songkhla Province.

Phru Khuan Khreng has been settled by villagers since the early
Rattanokosin period. Most settlers were from Pak Phanang Basin, whose
characteristics are generousity, open-mindedness, and seriousness. In the
past the villagers suffered from elephantiasis, a disease which has almost
been eradicated. The Phru Khuan Khreng villagers share the same cultural
background with that of the people of Pak Phanang Basin. Certain cultural
practices are disappearing from the way of life of the people. The major
natural resource which contributes to the livelihood of the people is the
Krajood plant. Almost every family is engaged in the weaving of Krajood
products for their own uses or for sale. As a result, the major income is
derived from Krajood products. At present, Krajood production is made
easier through the use of new technology and the shipment of the products to
the markets, which are easily accessible due to the construction of a new
road passing through the community. The land is utilized for planting crops
énd raising animals. Although the people's incomes are comparatively low,

their health is generally good because they live in a good environment.



At present modernization has encroached upon the area causing the
positive changes in the way of life of the people in terms of occupation,
economy, transportation, consumption behavior, politics, and recreation. The
people enjoy a better life and are able to communicate with the outside
communities in such a faster manner. The provision of public utilities and the
development of agriculture in the future will enhance the livelihood of the

people in Phru Khuan Kreng in general.
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