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Abstract

This thesis is a study of an ideology of the
Chinese as reflected in three types of Chinese
architecture, namely dwelling houses, shrines, and
tombs located in Amphoe Muang, Changwat Songkhla.
The objects for the study are the structures and
physical details of the Chinese construction. These
objects were studied in terms of the beliefs held by
the Chinese or Thai Chinese which reflect their
cultural behavior related to the architecture. The
objects were analyzed on form; structure; the
materials and technigques used for construction; the
utility; and the use of space as well as the air
ventilation inside the building. The techniques used
in the research included the document study and
fieldwork on the Chinese architectures as well as
interviews of informants. The obtained data were
analyzed and the results of the study were presented
using the descriptive method.

The contents of the research deal with the
ideology regarding the physical structures of the
architecture, religious beliefs as well as beliefs in
their ancestors' souls. The physical beliefs are
vividly reflected in the architectural styles of the
various parts of dwelling houses and shrines, e.g.

roofs, gables, walls, pillars, floors, and foundation.
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The beliefs in the physical structures of the Chinese
tombs, the closed architecture, can be seen on the
exterior, e.g. murals, epitaph, symbols, decorations,
and other related architectural entities. There are
three beliefs which can be ascribed to the architecture:
1) The belief in location and directions -- the crucial
role of nature and the environments in determining their
relationship with persons and with the construction;
2) the beliefs regarding the materials used for and the
components of the constructions--the merits of the touols,
numbers, measurement, and the do and don't in architec-
ture; and 3) the beliefs in aupicious time--the signifi-
cance of the relationship between time and stars which
determines the procedures of the construction rites.
Analyses of the Chinese architecture reveal that
the construction ig of traditional architectural styles.
The dwelling houses, whether clustered, single, or row
houses, are made of solid brick and of similar physical
features. All houses have Chinese patterned roofs with
either arch, angular, or pointed at the top of the
gables. The roofs can be single or two tiers. The
ridges of the roofs are made of brick and plastered with
cement decorated with perforated tiles and embossed long
pattern. The eves of the houses belonging to the well-
to-do, high ranking officials, or influential people are
decorated and color painted. Windows are normally

constructed on the front walls, and the side walls are
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perforated to allow air ventilation. The same struc-
tures are found in the architecture of the shrines,

the only difference being the shrine's open front side.
Tombs belonging to the dead of different dialects
differs. Differences in the sizes of the tombs reflect
the different social status of the buried persons.

As for the structure, the materials and the techniques
used in the construction, walls are designed to function
as beams. Most of the walls are made solidly of brick
and cement. The materials used for the construction
are brick, rock, and cement. Some parts of the walls
are reinforced with cylindrical or rectangular logs.
Granite is used to make door frames, staircases, and
for flooring. As for utility, the first floor of two
stories dwelling houses is normally used for business
purposed, and as cooking and dining area. The upper
floor is used as sleeping quarter. Every dwelling
house contains an open court which induces air ventila-
tion in the house. Space in the shrines is used mainly
for placing statues of worship and for devotees to come
and worship. Walls in the tombs are decorated and
painted with murals. The space in front of the tombs
are used for performing worshipping rites. Air venti-
lation in the dwelling houses and the shrines is rigid
due to the solid walls in these places. However,
because the construction is designed to go along well
with the climate in Songkhla, the problem of air venti-

lation inside the building is solved to a certain extent.
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