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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to study the relationship between the
continuity and the changes of the ecology, society, and culture of the ethnic group of
the Sakai, who wander in the region of Ban Nua - Klong - Tong, Pa - lian District, Trang
Province.

The researcher completed the field reseach by living with the case study
group of the Sakai for a period of 2 months, and following them from one place to
another as is their normadic lifestyle. During this time the researcher was able to
gather data and study the process by which the social, cultural, and ecological changes
continuously took place within the community in 3 year 's time. Pertinent data was
obtained by utilizing an anthropological approach, which included participante observation,
and by informal interviews.

The results of the research showed that the old lifestyle of the Sakai
remains in harmony with the natural ecology. But, unfortunately Past and current intrusions
by outsiders of different cultures are creating disharmony - with the introduction of hunting,
tree falling, and agriculture, having devastating effects upon the jungle and natural waterways
thus creating wholesale ecological imbalance.

For the sake of their own survival, the Sakai had to adapt to the new
culture being forced upon them, and to learn  slash-and-burn cultivation. The integration
of the new culture has been causing a breakdown of the old ways, clearly reflected in
the social and cultural aspects and changes in relation to the ecological enviroment. The

cross cultural chaos is becoming evident. For example, these nomadic hunters and gatherers



living in groups of simple temporary huts (called the "ha-ya") or the more permanent
ones (called the 'sa-oh "), are now practicing slash-and- burn  cultivation, and working as
temporary labourers. In the past they only adorned themselves with bark or leaves, they
can now be seen wearing red-striped sarongs and blue jeans. Their traditional barter
system has been giving way to thelure of cash that can be made by temporary
labouring of falling trees. This work is done even though every tree's spirit is considered
sacred to them. Traditional herbal medicines are stil being used while they are also
making use of modern synthetic remedies.

However, because of the enormity of the cultural gap some of their changes
could cause them back towérd to their primitive lifestyle, such as: stopping the
environmentally destructive slash - and - burn  cultivation, turning their backs on civilization
and returning 1o the Bantad Mountain Range and live their traditional normadic lifestyle

of hunting and gathering.
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