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Project Annotation on the Southern Thai Cultural Research
Name Preecha Noonsuk
M.A. (Historical Archaeology)
Faculty Humanities and Social Science ‘
Nakhon Si Thammarat Teachers College
Nakhon Si Thammarat, 80280
Thailand
Sponsored by The Office of the National Culture Commission
Thailand
Year 1991

ABSTRACT

The research was conducted as a result of the awareness of the previous cultural studies
in the South.

There have been many researches into the cultures of the South but none at a serious
academic level. The purpose of this study is to collect all past research and publish it, hoping that
it will be useful for further studies.

This analytical research will look at research published from September 1991. This
material has come from libraries, institutes and other sectors. The research material has been
organized into five areas.

The first arca is aboui customs, festivals and religions. The second, on how the people

- lived. The third area is on. language and literature, the fourth-is on archaeology and art and the . .

fifth area is on folklore music and recreation.
The research is a descriptive analysis. The result of the study will show the first overall
view of life in the South. This is the first time in one hundred years that such a thing has been

accomplished.
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The 1940) saw the first study period with most wriiers and researches being foreigners.
The study in this period is a discovery of the cuitural heritage which shows the influence from
India.

The second period is from 1941 to 1971. The research is still foreign based. The
researches started to collect the information on culture and started to set up a system of recording
data. There is a comparative study about the culture which stems from the Brahmanism and
Buddhism and the relationship between the different cultures in this area especially the Srivijaya
culture.

In the third period (1972-1976) the study became more specific in detail. One area that
was studied in detail was the influence of the Indian culture and other ancient cultures. A great
part of this research is done by Thai researches.

The fourth period (1977-1991) is the most popular period. There are many parts to this
study. The study of the culture is done in a more systematic way. Cultural museums are opened,
seminars run and many colleges start cultural programs.

The same two areas have special features of the study. In the first section the issue that
received the most research is the Muslim Culture in the South and the relationship between
Buddhism and the Brahmanis:t.

In the second area the topic that was studied the most was the way of living in the
agricultural area. Other topics covered were the service sector and the system of government.

In the third area the focus of the study was on language and literature. This was the
second most studied topic coming after the topics studied in the second area. The issues to receive
the most attention in the third area were the old inscriptions of the local dialects, especially the
language of the sea people (Sea Gipsy or Chao-lae) and the Muslim language in Thai.

_ In the fourih area the focus of the study was on the old kingdom.- ,

There has not been much study in the fifth area. Most of it has been about thé local

entertainment.
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