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Thesis Title An Analysis of the Songkhla Version of Unarut on

the Baslis of the Theory of Aesthetic Experience.

Name Sunantha Mit-ngam
Concentration Thai Epigraphy
Department Oriental Languages
Academic Year 1988

ABSTRACT

This thesis is an attempt to study Thai folk literature on
the basis of the Senskrit Theory of Aesthetic Experience (Rasa
Theory). The Rasa Theory which deals with human emotione helps
promoting the literary effectiveness by means of 3 factorse i.e. author,

charectors and readers.

"Unarut : Songkhla Version", a Southern Thai folk literature
has been analysed in details. Chapter I is an introduction including
the problems of the study, the purposes, the assqmptione, the delimi-
tation and method of the study the sources of data, the related
literature as well as the results of this research. Chapter 2
presents the background of "Unarut : Songkhla version", the charac-
teristics and the o¥thography of the Southern Thai’script, consists
of alphabets, vowels, tonal accents, numbers and maiks. Chapter 3
describes the history together with the factors of the Rasa Theory
and analyses Rasa according to Sanskrit theory such as S}ingEra

(Erotic),virya (Heroic), Raudra (Violent), Adbhuta (Astonishing or



Wonderful ), Karuha (Pathetic) and Hasya (Comic). Chapter 4 discusses
the literary aesthetics as the most effective means to communicate

to the reeder i.e. wordings, technique, style and form. Chapter 5
concludes the results of the research which reveal that the Rasa
Theory can be applied to the study of folk literature. It is further
recommended the other pieces of folk 1iterature should be analysed

on the basis of the Rasa Theory. *
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