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Abstract
Title: NATIONAL ARTIST WISDOM : MASTER PENPAN SITTITRAI
Researcher:  Dr.Sitthichai Smanchat
Istitute: Ubon Ratchathani University

Key words:  national artist, wisdom, fruit and vegetable/fresh material carving

The research entitled ‘National Artist Wisdom: Master Penpan Statuary has three
objectives: 1. To study the history of the artist - Master Penpan Sittitrai and her visual art (fine
art-fresh fruit and vegetable carving); 2. To analyse and synthesise Master Penpan Sittitrai’s
wisdom; and 3. To publicise Master Pepan Sittitrai’'s knowledge on her fine art-fresh fruit and
vegetable carving. The methodology research encompasses: field trip study by accompanying
Mater Penpan Sittitrai's, becoming her student, observing her fine art, performing a participating
research study, and undertaking formal and non-formal interviews by means of qualitative

research: descriptive analysis questionnaire.

The result reveals the wisdom of Master Penpan Sittitrai: a National Artist, in several
aspects. Master Penpan Sittitrai was born on the 28thJanuary 2469 B.E. at Tambon
Tatchengchum, Muang District, Sakolnakhon Province. She is the daughter of Mr. Boonma
Vachirodom and Mrs. Nam Wachirodom. She is married to Mr. Thamchai Sittitrai having three
sons and three daughters namely, Mr. Pattharasak Sittitrai, Assoc.Prof. Dr. Maneerat
Sawasdiwat Na Ayutthaya, Assist.Prof.Dr.Veerasit Sittitrai, Mrs. Pannarat Chaisanit,
Mrs.Chutharat Simond, and Assoc.Prof.Dr. Pichit Sittitrai. Master Penpan Sittitrai graduated
her high diploma at ‘Kanchang Satree-Pranakorntai’ School in Bangkok. She was also awarded
an honorable bachelor's degree in education (home-economics) from Rajabhat Chankasem
University.

It was found that Master Penpan Sittitrai's accumulated wisdom of the fine arts-fresh
materials carving, i.e. fruit-vegetable, banana leave-stalk relates to her hometown's handicraft
work, Sakon Nakhon Province in the northeastern Thailand. In addition as teacher in Burirum
Province as well as wife of a court judge provided her with an opportunity to live in different

parts of Thailand, e.g. Trang, Kanchanaburi, Nakhon Pathom, Sukhothai, Samut Songkhram



Provinces including her teaching career at Rajamangala Institute of Technology, Chotivet
Campus, where she could learn and collect the history of this branch of craftsmen and
artisans as well as to inherit wisdom of the local region.

Her fresh material carving creation can be identified in relation to the three major institutes
of Thailand, which are nation, religion and monarchy. In terms of design and structure, her fine
art exhibits five types: 1. floral and leave designs, i.e. royal lotus, local lotus, rose, zinnia, jasmine,
plumeria, allamanda, aster, dahlia, white shrimp, butterfly, carnation, orchid cattleya and
petunia; 2. fowl design, i.e. swan, teal, dove, swan, goose, wren, butterfly; 3. aquatic animals,
i.e. silver carp, goldfish, jawa, turtle, conch, crayfish, shell, crab, fish; 4. mythological animals,
i.e. dragon Naga Suwannahong; and 5. Combination designs in creative imagination.

Master Penpan has creatively revived the fruit and vegetable carving art by applying into
cooking dish and dessert. Considering her fine art in terms of characteristic structure, it can be
identified into three main forms: 1. floating carving, 2. fret carving, and 3.bas-relief carving.

With the intention to maintain this traditional culture and expand its use, Master Penpan
has put efforts in disseminating and transferring the knowledge and skills by teaching and
advising students as well as individuals and institutes in Thailand and abroad. She has
published her work as educational books in Thai and in English and has regularly disseminated
work through magazines and newspapers as well as television programs.

For the third objective: to publicise Master Penpan Sittitrai's knowledge of the Thai art of
vegetable and fruit carving, a seminar has been organized to present the research to the 300
target participants consisting of high-school and college students, as well as lecturers and
artisan academicians specialized in fresh and soft material carving from artisan institutions,
concerned personnel from both government and private sectors, and interested people.

This research holds its great value to the study of the Thai art of vegetable and fruit
carving and the Thai culture, which is a Thai identity, world uniqueness, and a  heritage
treasure for each and every Thai that brings about the pride, worth exhibiting to the local society

and the world at large.
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