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Kanchana Intarasunanont. (2009). The National Artist's Knowledge: Master Siri Vijavej, this
research is granted from the Office of the National Culture Commission, Ministry of Culture,

2552 fiscal year budget.

The research entitied “The National Artist's Knowledge: Master Siri Vijavej” has three
objectives, i.e.

1.To study the biography, the work and the achievements in the musical area of Master
Siri Vijavej

2.To synthesize Master Sirn Vijavej's knowledge of Thai music.

3.To distribute Master Siri Vijavej's knowledge of Thai music to public.

The research is carried out through a field work that follows and devotes to Master Siri Vijavej
on the basis of master-apprentice relation, an observation, a cooperative study, an official
and an unofficial interview using qualitative research method. The information is then given
out in the form of descriptive analysis.

The result has revealed the knowledge of Master Siri Vijavej: the National Artist, in
several aspects. Master Siri Vijavej was born on the 1st March 2475 B.E. at Tambon
Bangkhlo, Amphawa Disrict, Samutsongkhram. Master Siri Vijavej is a son of Mr. Phung and
Mrs. Po. Master Siri Vijavej married to Ms. Norrarit Vijavej with 2 daughters named Mrs.
Nachari Nawawiroj and Ms. Pareenida Worachun. Master Siri Vijavej has graduated his
bachelor degree at Thammasat University. In musical career, Master Siri Vijavej was taught
by his father and other Thai music leading masters such as Master Chot Duriyapraneet,
Master Niaw Duriyapan, Mrs. Chamchoi Duriyapan, Mrs. Suda Kiawwichit, Mrs. Sudchit
Duriyapraneet and Mrs. Chantana Pichit Gurukaan. Master Siri Vijavej also learnt Khab Sebha
(recitative story telling) and Krab Sebha playing techniques from Master Juea Nagmalai, the
nephew of MuenKhabkahmwaan (Jerm Nagmalai) to the highest level until Master Jerm
Nagmalai gave him his favorite pair of Krab Sebha. Besides, Master Siri Vijavej too learnt

string instruments from Master Labh Maneelada, and learnt three-string spike fiddie from



Master Pichit Jaiseri. He was as well authorized by his father and Master Chamnian
Srithaipan permission to conduct the Wai-Khru ceremony.

Ragarding Thai classical music knowledge, Master Siri Vijavej has created two
compositions namely Chin Rajasarn (Thao) and Cherd Chin (Saam Chan), the former with
lyrics and the latter without one. Apart from this, Master Siri Vijavej has developed the singing
techniques of several existing pieces to suit the emotions, melodies and the characters of
respective songs. Master Siri Vijavej has composed a solo version of Platong (Saam Chan)
for the three-string spike fiddle and also has created several new techniques for Thai
classical singing which is a very important knowledge, for example, Siang Long Suang,
Kuang Siang, Ron Bai Mai Ruang. Regarding Khab Sebha, Master Siri Vijavej has created
new styles of Khab Sebha, the Sebha idiomatic language; and the unique movement of Krab
Sebha to seamlessly connect it to the existing rhythm, i.e. “Mai Thord Mai Dern” and "Mai
Chom Dammajart” which reflects the beautifully arranged movement of Krab Sebha in the
Thai classical music.

For the third objective — to distribute Master Siri Vijavej's knowledge of Thai music, a
seminar is to be organized to present the research to the target groups, which are high-
school and college students, lecturers from music institutions, music academician,
concerned personnel from both government and private sector, and the interested people.
The expected number of attendees is 300.

This research holds its great value to the study of the Thai classical music and the
Thai culture, which is a treasure of every Thai citizen that brings about the pride and can be

exhibited to present them domestically and internationalty.
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