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ABSTRACT

Research Title “National Artist Wisdom : Jirach Ardnarong”
Researcher Assoc. Prof. Manop Wisuttipat

This research work entitled “National Artist Wisdom : Jirach Ardnarong” is a
basic research emphasizes on the musical knowledge of Master Jirach Ardnarong,
nominated as a National Artist in performing arts (Thai music) in 2002. The objectives of
this research are to study the life and work, to synthesize the knowledge in Thai music
and to disseminate the knowledge on Thai music of Master Jirach Ardnarong to public.
This research is an ethnomusicological research which is pursued on printed materials
and gather data by interview Master Jirach Ardnarong and related resource persons.
The findings of the research can be summarized as follow.

Master Jirach Ardnarong was born on November 16, 1931 at Tambon
Bangchang, Sampran District, Nakorn Prathom Province. He is now residing at 1056/6
Soi Sudsakorn, Prannok Road, Tambon Banchanglor, Bangkok Noi Subdistract,
Bangkok. His father is Mr. Lim Ardnarong and his mother is Mrs. Lom Ardnarong. He
started learning Thai music with his father. Subsequently, he learnt from several
masters e.g. Luang Bamroong Jitja-rern, Phra Praneet Worasap, Master Montri Tramote,
Master Srinart Sermsiri at Dramatic Art School and he started working at Fine Arts
Department when he was student since 1974 until his retirement. He was nominated as
the National Artist in Performing Art (Thai Music) in 2002.

Master Jirach has a numerous of important works in Thai music. Followings are
some examples of his prominent works; as a musician, he was responsible in
conducting a Pipat ensemble and played Ranat Ek by himself for Wai Khru ceremony

and Wai Khru conducting authorization ceremony presided by the King at the Royal



Palace. As a scholar, heis a mémber of the editorial board of the Royal Institute editing
the Encyclopedia of Thai Musical Terms. As an administrator, he recruited and
appointed skillful musicians as permanent musicians in the Fine Arts Department. As a
composer, he has some number of compositions in various auspicious occasions e.g. a
composition entitle “Srisuk Sangkeet”, an overture for Srisuk Nattagam music event, and
a composition entitled “Sangkeet Mahamongkol” composed for the 72 anniversary of
the King in 1999.

Knowledge on Thai music of Master Jirach Ardnarong can be summarized as
follows :

1. Knowledge on repertoires, Master Jirach Ardnarong intensively learned the
acknowledged traditional repertoires from various masters. He has been
incredibly memorizing the repertoires he learned and designated as
“repertoire archive”.

2. Knowledge on rendition, Master Jirach Ardnarong proficiently learned all
Pipat instruments especially the Khong Wong Yai and Ranad Ek melodies.
Furthermore, he also learned vocal melodies and drum patterns.

3. Knowledge on applicability, Master Jirach Ardnarong was authorized by
Master Pack To-sa-nga to conduct the Wai Khru ceremony which he has
been conducting the ceremony to many different agencies. He also
applies his knowledge for all kind of performances e.g. Royal ceremonies,
theatrical performances and knowledge transmission and teaching to the

younger generations.
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