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Abstract

The objectives of this research, entitled “A Study of Nataional Artist Konwledge :
Maestro Chaeng Kilai-sithong”, are to study the transmission process and to study the
experience on Thai classical singing and Khab Sepa (traditional poetry recitative) of Maestro
Chaeng Kilai-sithong. This research is also to analyze his singing and Khab Sepa
techniques in order to disseminate the techniques nation wide. This research was
conducted through all kind of written materials and interview.

Maestro Chaeng Klai-sithong was born in artist family, with his endeavor, ambition
and devotion to music, he studied from many Thai music masters. He also adapted the
singing technique as signified his own style.

Maestro Chaeng Klai-sithong’s prominent singing techniques were manifested by his
singing articulation in various manners. He made use of fine expression and techniques of
utterance perfectly. Every single word to be sung must be ornamented meticulously for the
best aesthetic values of the listener.

His Khab Sepa is typically unique. For the purpose of appreciation and
understanding the meaning of the poem being sung, expression in different moods was his
major characteristics. He is an expert in reciting the different idiom of Khab Sepa such as
Sepa Lao (Lao idiom), Sepa Mon (Mon idiom). He also claimed that he is the only one, at
present day, who inherited the Khab Sepa in “Thao” form (comprising of three different
sections; augmented, original and diminished section).

Maestro Chaeng Klai-sithong’s dubbing in Khon performance (mask drama) is
sensationally impressive. He had always studied libretto prior to the performance with the
combination of his imagination, his dubbing has attracted the audience continually.

For Hea Rua singing (singing while padding a boat), Maestro Chaeng Klai-sithong
has also been one of the best Hea Rua singing by using the technique called “prakhob
sieng”.

Maestro Chaeng Klai-sithong’s singing and Khab Sepa transmission must densely
rehearse all kinds of singing and singing techniques as well as the Grab (a pair of wooden
block) playing to maintain the aesthetic value and romance in order to retain this valuable

cultural heritage in Thai society.
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