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Sathit Thimwatbunthonge. NATIONAL ARTIST WISDOM : THAWEE RATCHANEEKORN.

ABSTRACT

This research is aimed at an insight study into concept and methods used for
artistic creation that potentially impact Thai society’s context. The understanding then
guides to the development of a systematic art process.

The finding is also expected to reveal the artistic identity of an artist—Thawee
Ratchaneekorn. Meanwhile the output from the analysis of his paintings has reflected the
chronicle of the nation and society. The analytical approach to the study comprises the
interview and the analysis of his ten artistic works.

The framework of analysis derives from three themes: the background of artistic
concept, the representation of artistic work in order to communicate the meaning of arts
to the society, and the principles of arts, i.e. the usage of color, the painting style, the
structure of subject setting and the integration of methods for creating the work. The
selection of Thawee’s artistic works is based on the chronology of work creation.

Through the classification of remarkable characteristics of the paintings, the
output from the study of Thawee's works has been found. They are of the-nature-
inspired work, foreign-media-inspired works, Vietnam-War-inspired work (Gl-Pattaya),
Mae Mun dam-inspred work, and the story of Thai society.

Among the 10 artworks analyzed on the context of meanings, a total of 5
contextualized issues had been resulted as follows ; (a) a self - awareness of nature and
environment was expressed in the work titled “Tree” ; (b) an approach on contemporary
style of work was showed in the work titled “White Composition” ; (c) reflection on the
dramatic events of Vietnam War was expressed in the works titled “Rural Girl", and
“Horror of War” ; (d) the memorized experiences of past living in Pattaya were
expressed in the works titled “Different Skin — Colored at Pattaya”, and “Popular
Desserts at Pattaya” ; and (e) the social — gap in the Thai society was expressed in the

works titled “Salted — Preserved Crabs”, “Mool River”, and “Thai Ways of Politics”.



In the dimension of principle of arts, the art creation process has been analyzed.
Ten paintings have been used for the study. The remarkable characteristics of the art
creation process have been examined.

Five oil paintings have been studied to understand the application of color and
painting style. The first painting is entitled “Thon Mai (The Three)", which is painted by
speedy brush work and structured by hot color. The weight of brush is evidently
contrasted. The painting entitted “Ong Prakob Si Kaow (The White Component)” is
painted by mild colored structure. The painting style is of hard-edge pattern, while "Dek
Sound Chonnabot (the Rural Girl) painting” is created by violet blue structure. The color
contrast is moderate, yet harmonious eventually.

The painting entitled “Phisat Phadetkarn (Dictatorial Demon)” is colored as
similar as that of “Dek Sound Chonnabot (the Rural Girl) painting”. Differently, the
painting named “Sungkom Haeng Kuamwadkruaw (The Society of Fears)” is colored
with gray throughout the canvas; anyhow pink and yellow are sparsely blended.

The setting structure of the painting, the oil painting entitled “Thon Mai (The
Three)” is characterized by close-middle-far setting. The emphasis is significantly
placed on the distance of the scenery. To “Ong Prakob Si Kaow (The White
Component)” painting, the modern form of setting is done uniquely. Meanwhile, the
paintings of “Dek Sound Chonnabot (the Rural Girl) painting” and “Phisat Phadetkarn
(Dictatorial Demon)” is characterized by the symbolic value representing an intention of
the artist. For “Sungkom Haeng Kuamwadkruaw (The Society of Fears)” painting, the
characteristic is reflected through the distortion of form reflecting the artist's freedom of
representation.

The analysis of five water-color paintings and patching technique are mostly
painted by water color and inks are painted where the artist finds appropriate. Some
spaces in the paintings are omitted. The striking characteristics are the remaining
appearance of Thai letters on the paintings in the forms of ancient newspaper. This is
indeed encouraging the eye-catching attribute of this technique. Black and brown tones

are mostly used. The brush stroke is about transparent with moderate repetition.



In conclusion, the creation of artistic works of Thawee Ratchaneekorn is mainly
the representation of the stories about Thai society over the past. The focus is on the
social inequality and injustice. This certainly reflects the view of Thawee on his day-to-
day living context. The representations through artistic works tell us the story over his life
course e.g. obstacles encountered which affecting his life and world view. Nonetheless,
his resolute attempt in creating artistic works without expectation for remuneration or hire
and with a good wish for his homeland, both the past and now helps intensify the value
for contemporary arts and society as a whole.

Thawee Ratchaneekorn is filled with respectably artistic attributes deserves for
being a modei of art creation. Moreover his routine duty deserves for being honored and

admirable, forever.
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TAWEE RUCHANEEKORN
Born : October 10, 1934 Ratchaburi, Thailand
Education : B.F.A. (Painting) Silpakorn University, Bangkok 1960

Exhibitions : 1960 Oil color on Paper, England

i

1960 Graphic Art, Germany

1986 Oil Painting, China

1960 - 1999 Three solo exhibitions and forty selection Group

Exhibitions in Thailand
Public Sculptures :

1982 - 1999 1fifteen pieces in Thailand.

¥

Awards :

1958 Third Prize (Painting), 9" National Art Exhibition, Bangkok.

- 1959 Third Prize (Painting), 10" National Art Exhibition,
Bangkok.

- 1960 Second Prize (Painting), 11" National Art Exhibition,
Bangkok.

- 1960 Third Prize (Graphic Art), 11" National Art Exhibition,
Bangkok.

- 1961 Second Prize (Painting), 12" National Art Exhibition,

Bangkok.

Traveling and Art Observing Abroad :
- 1971, 1993 Bali Indonesia

- 1984 Netherlands, France, ltaly, England.
Residence :  204/2 Mu 10 (Mu Ban Chut Kaew) Soi Ban Rour, Ratchasima
Chakkrarat Road, Nakorn Ratchasima Tel/Fax : 044-265877
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