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Abstract

This research provides a survey of research in social sciences in Thailand.
The main objective of this survey is to highlight research efforts during 1993 - 2004 and
future research directions in the area of cultural industries within Bangkok and vicinity
region. Among a wide range of cultural products, research on nine media artifacts are
selected to review, including movies, television dramas, radio dramas, cartoons,
computer games, fan club activities, music, comedies, and television-radio programs.

The survey finds a small number of research prior to 1993 focusing on cultural
industry. Moreover, these research prominently conducted by researcher in journalism
and mass communication. The number of research on media artifacts have been
increasing since 1996. The majority of research (73%) is graduate dissertations and
focused in music, followed by movies and television-radio programs.

After reviewing the literature on media artifacts, recent research have various
theoretical frameworks from traditional media theory such as hypodermic/bullet theory,
cultivation theory, etc. to new approach from social theory such as structuralism, critical
theory, especially cultural studies theory. In addition, most cultural studies research
were dominated by “Faculty of Communication Arts". These studies lack in social history
study which are closely relative to culture industry, both in locality and way of life.

Results suggest that xenophobia is the main pitfall in mainstream cultural
studies in Thailand, especially studies in political economy and in consumption society.
This ambiguity is explained in part by fear of a loss of identity because of the increasing
commoditization of culture. Furthermore, such paradox has been consistently cultivated
in Thai society via conservatism and authoritarianism. While most research make use of
social sciences methods and draw heavily on social sciences theories, they are
insufficient to explain Thai social phenomena. Problems may be caused by deficient
knowledge on social history, lacking of critical thinking, and incompetent understanding
in the Thai context.

Lastly, social science intelligentsia should eliminate the confounding pitfall,
xenophobia, when conducting future research and should get more involvement in

making culture policy. Once the future research has more intellectual direction, the
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researcher will be more acknowledgeable. Consequently, social sciences will be able to
play a major role together with Thai government and private-sector in directing the Thai

culture.
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