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The Royal Thai Government is to be commended for the efforts it is making to
attend to the wants and needs of its minority peoples. It is a humane
undertaking. Moreover, it is a wise policy, particularly when one considers the bi-
polar nature of political developmetns in the world today. | need not remind you,
for example, that it is among minority peopels that Communist propagandists
and agitators find a fertile field for their subversive activities. Totalitarian
Commnism hesitates not one moment in seizing upon their legitimate problems

and aspirations and twisting them to its own use.

It is thus a matter of the utmost importance that steps be taken to isolate and
study these problems and aspirations, that steps be taken to correct the
probiems and provide an environment in which legitimate aspirations can come

to full flowering.
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This paper argues that the portrayals encompassed by this 'Karen consensus'
rely on overly selective accounts of Karen economy and, in particular, play down the
historical importance of long-term agricultural intensification and commercial exchange.
While recognizing the importance of establishing the legitimacy of upland communities
in a context of tenure insecurity and resource conflict, the paper argues that the 'limited
legitimacy' of the 'Karen consensus' runs the risk of undermining Karen claims for a

greater share of natural resources and development assistance.
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