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Abstract

Phuket is a distinguish province with a remarkable natural beauty in the
Andaman sea. It is idyllic for merchants and travelers in the past from several
nations including India, Persia and Arabia because the island offered a bay that
protected it’s harbour from the wind and monsoon, making it a good stop over.

Phuket was mentioned in a book written around the year 157 by
Claudius Ptolemy, a famous Greek philosopher, that to travel to the Malay
Peninsula by ship, the travelers had to pass a cape known among them as Junk
Ceylon. It was located between latitudes 6 N and 8 N which is the present site
of Phuket Island. Junk Ceylon, the old name of Phuket was at that time
mentioned as the place that the travellers to South East Asia has to make a
stop as it had plenty of tin ore deposits that fetched high prices at that time

because the mineral was much wanted by some foreign countries.

Though the tin mining industry has played a specially important role .in
the economic development of the island province, it has declined especially after
1985 when the price of tin fell by half. The decline has also been due to the
gradual decrease in the deposits after centuries of exploitation. So, Phuket had to
look for a new industry on which to base its future economic development.
Fortunately, it’s natural beauty was soon discovered and there was a boom of

tourism in the 1980's, which has lasted up to the 21st century.

Phuket is a multi cultural province with the immigrants from many
countries as the following phrase: “Yes, we migrated from different motherlands.
We decide to make Phuket our homes and live together in harmony”

When | was young I could remember by heart that in 1960 Phuket is
the largest island in Thailand with the population of 65,000 and 85 percent of

the population Thai with the Chinese ancestors. The rest of 15 percent is



Muslim, Hindus and Sea Gypsy. The population of Phuket now is 292,245 (by
August 2006) with 60 percent Thai with Chinese ancestor and most of them are
Buddhist, 36 percents are Muslim and the rest4 percents are Sikth, Christian,

Hindu and Sea Gypsy.

Phuket used to be a remote area in the past as we live far from Bangkok
and it is not easy to travel from Phuket to Bangkok in the old days. Since
1968, the road condition has been developed and it is much easier and cheaper
to travel to Phuket. Being aremote place in the past, Phuket has gained the
advantages of being herself and this is why Phuket can keep its’ culture which
is peculiar from others.

The history of Phuket has influenced the culture of Phuket. Especially, you
can notice the difference in the Phuket costume from the rest of Thailand. The
research on the Prestigious Thai — Dress is focused on compiling all the
costumes of Phuket through documents, pictures and interviewing people. We
also trace the costumes of Phuket with other cities that has a good relationship
with Phuket in the past. For example, we look back to the costumes of Penang,
our sister city and Singapore in order to understand why we dress like them

except that we adopted it to suit our taste.

We could notice the difference of people in Phuket wearing their own
culture costumes everywhere in Phuket. The Muslim ladies will wear their
sarongs with the lace blouse and wearing their lace pario for multi purposes. The
Muslim men wear modern slacks and shirts with the hats as it is mentioned in
their religion ’s rules. There are some interesting changes we can notice from the

past to present.

Most of the Phuket Buddhist are also the same group of the Ethnic

Chinese in the past. They care for their own Hokkien Chinese identity in the



form of paying homage to their ancestors and also the way they dress. The word
Baba or Peranakan could describe the Phuket local as the mixing blood of
Chinese father who migrated to Phuket in a big number during the reign of
King Rama III and the local mothers. These Baba Peranakan ladies are called
Nyonya in Malaysia and Singapore. We prefer to call ourselves Baba even
though it is widely used for only men in those countries. Baba ladies wear
sarongs with the beautiful embroideried blouses and also a lot of gold and jewel

ornaments. It is now accepted as the Phuket dress.

Baba gentlemen wear modern slacks, shirts and jackets. Some elderly
men choose to wear easy T shirts for their comfort with short slacks. There is
a remarkable changes in Men’s shirts as it is popular for all Phuket men to
wear Batik shirts with the special designs for their Associations. For example ,the
Hokkien Chinese Association designs the blue shirt with the Chinese junk for
their members while the Cantonese Association prefer yellow shirt with small

plum flowers.

Sea Gypsy or Chao Lay is the minority group which dated back since
the beginning of Phuket. They live by the sea all over Phuket islands. The
dress that they prefer are Batik sarong with the multi purposes. When they first
have it, they will use it for special occasions. They then use it as the pario for
all day use when it is not so new to suit with the humid heat during the day.

Some of them live the same way as the local Phuket in town.

The last group that we mention in the research is the Sikth as they are
active in our community. Their costumes are similar to what their ancestors

dressed in the past. Itis colorful and lively.



All of these four groups of people in Phuket share the same belief and
the same faith as they are proud to be Phuket people and try their best to make
Phuket better.

The study of Phuket Costumes as a part of Prestigious Thai — Dress
research has funded by the Office of the National Culture Commission., The

Ministry of Culture.
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Website Reference

Muslim and Middle Eastern Clothing.[Online]. Available:
http://www.sfusd.k12.ca.us/schwww/sch618/Clothing/Islam_Clothing,

_Jewelry Ma.html Retrieved May 12,2007

Huda. Clothing Requirements [Online]. Available:

http://islam.about.com/od/dress/p/clothing_regs.html Retrieved May 12,2007

At what age are Muslim girls expected to start wearing the hijab [Online]
Available:  http:// islam.about.com/od/dress/f/hijab_girls.htm Retrieved
May 12,2007

Different Styles of Head Coverings [Online]. Available:

http://www.modrenmuslima.com/hijabhow.htm Retrieved May

12,2007

Jilbab Collection [Online]. Available:
http://www. desertstore.com/For-Sale Directory/Jilbab-Islamic-

Clothing.html Retrieved May 12,2007

Islamic Clothing for Men [Online]. Available:
http:// www.desertstore.com/For-Sale-Directory/Islamic-Clothing-

Middle-Eastern-MenClothing.html Retrieved May 12,2007
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Abaya Collection [Online]. Available:

http:// www. desertstore.com/abaya.html Retrieved May 12,2007

Muslim Clothing for Men[Online]. Available:
http:// www. desertstore.com/pages/mensclothing.html. Retrieved May

12,2007

Punjab[Online]. Available:
http://www.mnsu.edw/emuseum/cultural/oldworld/middle_east/punjab.
html.

Retrieved May 12,2007

Reference for Muslim Dress

Huda.http://islam.about.com/od/dress/p/clothing_reqs.htm [Islamic Clothing

Requirements]

http://islam.about.com/od/dress/f/hijab_girls.htm [At what age are Muslim

girls expected to start wearing the hijab]

http://www.modernmuslima.com/hijabhow.htm [Different Styles of Head

Coverings]

http://www.desertstore.com/For-Sale-Directory/Jilbab-Islamic-Clothing.html

[Jilbab Collection]
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http://www.desertstore.com/For-Sale-Directory/Islamic-Clothing-Middle-

Eastern-MenClothing.html [Islamic Clothing for Men]
http://www .desertstore.com/abaya.html [Abaya Collection]

http://www.desertstore.com/pages/mensclothing.htm] [Muslim Clothing for
Men]

Reference for Kebaya

http://www.geocities.com/imatu/kby.html

http://www.mnsu.eduw/emuseum/cultural/oldworld/middle east/punjab.html

[Punjab]

Mahmood,Datin Seri Endon. (2004). The Nyonya: A Century of Straits

Chinese Costume. Singaproe: Periplus Edition.

Khoo Joo Ee. (1996) The Straits Chinese: A Cultural History.

Singapore: The Pepin Press.

Beukel, Dorine van den. (1997) Fashion Design 1850-1895. Singapore:

The Pepin Press.
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