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Abstract

This survey, Thailand’s national pride survey, was conducted by ABAC Poll
research center at Assumption University of Thailand. The survey data were collected
between 8 August and 14 September 2005. The multi-stage sampling with
probability proportionate to size (PPS) was applied to select eligible respondents in
25 provinces of the country including Bangkok, Nonthaburi, Pathumthani,
Samut Prakarn, Ang Thong, Prachuap Khiri Khan, Chachoeng Sao, Ratchaburi,
Supanburi, Chon Buri, Panga, Phattalung, Surat Thani, Songkhla, Tak, Sukhothai,
Petchaboon, Chiang Rai, Chiang Mai, Maha Sarakam, Sakon Nakorn, Surin,
Udorn Thani, Khon Khaen, and Nakhon Ratchasima. The overall sample size was
7,383 respondents. The survey results were found as follows:

1. Pride in national identity

National identity, in this context will be defined as symbols regarding
Thai-ness, namely, language, tradition, culture, etc.

The survey results showed that the respondents are mostly proud of the
national flag (tri-color flag), which accounted for 99.6%. The second they mentioned
as national identity was national anthem, reported by 99.2%. “San Sern Pra Baramee”
song was stated by 98.9%, “Karn Wai” (thai way of paying respect) was reported by
98.2% and the statement “Siam, land of smile” was informed by 97.5%.

2. Pride in Thai way of leading life

Pride in Thai way of leading life, in this context, is to test the attitude
toward living styles including, interpersonal relationship, culinary and living culture,
and Thai typicality.

The survey results showed that what the respondents are mostly proud
of regarding Thai living style was senior respect, which accounted for 96.7%. The
second they mentioned as the most pride was Thai cheerfulness, reported by 95.8%.
Thais love freedom and liberty was stated by 98.9%, Thai generosity when crisis
happened was reported by 93.6% and Thai fruits taste best was informed by 97.5%.

3. Pride in political system, social system and national resource
In this context, it is defined as pride in structure of systems in Thai
society, namely, monarchy, political system, economic system, education system.
According to the survey result, it is found that what they are mostly
proud of in this domain was independence of Thailand reported by 99.0%. Monarchy
was stated by 98.9%, democratic system was reported by 97.5%, constitution of Thai
kingdom was informed by 96.0% and Thai liberty and rights accounted for 95.0%.

4. Opinion toward the statement regarding national pride.

Most of respondents, 94.6%, agree with the statement “I would rather
be citizen of Thailand than of any other country in the world”. The second agreed by
94.3% was the statement “I would like to live in Thailand rather than any other
country in the world” and 89.2% report that they agree with “Generally speaking,
Thailand is a better country than most of other countries”.



5. Opinion toward national pride in other aspects
Most of respondents, 98.6%, agree with the statement “I am proud to
be born in Thailand”. The second agreed by 98.5% was the statement “I am proud of
dignity and integrity of being Thai” and 97.3% report that they agree with “I am
proud when foreigners mention Thailand of generosity”.

6. Overall ranking of Thai national pride
According to Overall ranking of Thai national pride, the first rank
reported as the national pride is pride to be born in Thailand, born in a country of
nation, religion, and King (20.8%). The second one is pride in Monarchy (16.6%), the
third is pride in religion (6.3%) and the fifth is pride in language and dialect (5.1%).

7. Opinion toward guideline of Thai national pride formation
27.4% of respondents report that they will behave well, 22.6% say they
reserve Thai tradition and culture, 11.0% state that they will harmonize and be
amiable. Those who mention they will adore nation, religion, and King accounted for
9.5% and those who say they will give support to Thai, or others who are poorer
accounted for 8.1%.

8. Opinion toward what government should do to form Thai national pride.

16.6% of respondents suggest that government could form Thai
national pride by good, honest administration. The second is to support Thai culture,
to promote Thai arts and culture, reported by 15.8%. 13.1% wish Thailand could be
corruption-free, 12.8% request government to give a hand to the poor, and senior
citizen and 10.7% require government to monitor Thai economy.

To recapitulate, Thai people are highly proud of being Thai, were born as Thai
in the land of freedom, in the country compounded with nation, religion, and King.
They as well express their pride in national independence and national identity,
namely, Thai national flag, Thai national anthem, etc. These all features reflect
worship and pride of Thai citizen in their own nation.

Noppadon Kannika, Ph.D.
ABAC Poll Research Center
Assumption University

Tel. (02) 719-1550

Fax. (02) 719-1546
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About the Research Project Director

Noppadon Kannika is the director of ABAC Poll Research Center at
Assumption University. Prior to studying in Survey Methodology at the University of
Michigan-Ann Arbor and receiving his master’s degree in 2004, he got his Ph.D. from
Assumption University. He previously received several certificates in survey
sampling and focus group techniques from the Summer Institute in Survey Research
Techniques at the University of Michigan.

During his studies in Michigan, he was an intern on a number of research
projects. He participated in a survey cost modeling project, assisted with the design of
the National Survey of American Life, and conducted methodological research for a
national survey of instructional improvement conducted by the Consortium for Policy
Research in Education (CPRE), a combined effort of five leading research universities
(Harvard, Stanford, Pennsylvania, the University of Michigan, and the University of
Wisconsin).

Before joining the Program in 2002, He worked at Assumption University in
Bangkok, Thailand, where he directed the ABAC Poll Research Center. After
graduation from Michigan, he returned to his position at Assumption University,
where he continues to direct the ABAC Poll and conducts other research. For
example, he is research project director for Thai government and private agency
studies (e.g., the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Social Development and Human
Security, the Ministry of Public Health, The Office of Thai Health Promotion, The
Office of Narcotic Control Broad, The National Health Security Office). He also
specializes in surveys on consumer’s satisfaction with marketing strategies and
evaluation research, and conducts surveys on crime, drug abuse, and the quality of
Thai youth. His master’s studies have allowed him to expand his research interests in
these studies in methodological areas such as survey participation and measurement
errors in Thailand.

He also received Thammasat University earning a master’s degree in
sociology in 1994. He has a bachelor’s degree in political science from
Ramkhamhaeng University and a bachelor’s degree in Philosophy (1* honor) from
Saengtham College in 1990. He is a lecturer in research methodology at the Graduate
School of Business, and a member of the faculty of the Ph.D. program in Computer
and Engineering Management, at Assumption University.

(See his official website at www.abacpoll.au.edu)

Contact him via:

Tel 662.719.1550

Fax 662.7191546

Email: noppadonknn@au.edu
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