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A Historical and Cultural Investigation of Tai Khuen

Sankamphaeng District, Chiang mai

Phra Khru Sitthipanyaporn
Phra Maha Sakul Maha Weero

Abstract

This investigation was conducted at four Tai Khuen villages in Sankamphaeng District
of Chiang Mai Province. The objective was to investigate the 80-year history of the Tai Khuen
group from 1924 to 2004 from oral accounts of the villagers and historical records in order
to analyze the development and changes of the group’s way of life, society and culture,
The investigation took 18 months from May 2004 to October 2005.

This qualitative research focused on the participation of villagers and the research team
from the start with an emphasis on a collective learning process and good relationship between
the two parties. The research instruments included unstructured interview, observation, focus
group and cultural awareness activities of the group. The ultimate aim was of these processes was
to encourage the villagers to recollect past events and accurately tell them to the research team, on
which the foundation of cultural preservation could be based. There were 19 key informants
selected from those who were well respected and knowledgeable. Data were collected from
documents, related studies and field investigation and they were analyzed and presented
descriptively with pictures.

It was found from the investigation that the history of Tai Khuen dated back over two
centuries and they migrated from Keng Tung, Mynmar, during the period known as Kep Phak Sai
Sa, Kep Kha Sai Muang or City Formation, as shown from current cultural and traditional
practices and evidences, such as, new rice merit-making, royal dhama or the belief in Village
Heart. Their ways of life are still related to agriculture, growing rice, vegetables and fruits.
Traditional costuimes are worn only on special events and their foods were similar to those of

northern Thai people with glutinous rice as the mainstay.



The social circumstances of the four Khuen villages were family and kin-oriented with
strong leadership, facilitating good interactions among community members. This was coupled
with a robust local economy, since land ownership was the norm, contributing to sufficient
livelihood. Thus community members had enough free time to organize cultural preservation and
other related activities led by women and youth groups.

In terms of education, they were well educated, worldly and religiously. Children were
ordained to become novices and monks, promoting their ethnic culture through religious
ceremonies and traditional rites. These cultural activities raised awareness of and cultivated the
concept of cultural preservation among young Tai Khuen.

With regard to learning activities, the process of cultivating cultural awareness was
the focus of this investigation because it could advance the research and attract community
members to participate, which indicated continual participation of the villagers. Learning
activities to raise their awareness included folk wisdom collection to develop cultural history of
Tai Khuen, tracing the origin of Tai Khuen at Keng Tung in Mynmar, and Tai Khuen cultural
preservation, which took place on April 2, 2005. One result of this research was that there was
a mobilization of cultural awareness within the communities with more members taking part in

the activities. Externally, a Tai Khuen Cultural Center was established in a neighboring village.
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