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Pasuk Pongpaichit and Chris Baker. 2002. Thailand : Economy and politics. Oxford : Oxford
University Press.

This is a research into the nature of Thailand's society, economy and politics. The work
traces the development of Thailand in the last 200 years up to the May Event in 1992. It takes
up a holistic approach to capture the overall trends and development in Thai society over the
long term, including economy, social class, political development, which gives primacy to
major forces in society. The research work argues that the key to understanding Thai society
are the two major social forces, which have shaped the demography, the economy and the
social structure over the last two centuries. These are (1) the emergence of a new peasantry
which over a century colonized 150 millian rai of swamp and forest, and created a pioneer
peasant society with its own social structure culture and momentum ; and (2) the net in-
migration of 1.5 million people from Southern China which created a new urban society with a
strong entrepreneurial drive, and a uniquely assimilationist culture.

Keywords: Political culture, Thailand, social class, development, economy

Pasuk Pongpaichit and Sungsidh Piriyarangsan, 1994. Corruption and Democracy in Thailand
Bangkok : Political Economy Centre, Faculty of Economics, Chulalongkorn University.

This research surveys the attitude towards corruption of a sampled Thai public and
estimates the extent of corruption among politicians and bureaucrats in Thailand from the
1960's to the early 1990's. It tries to answer the question : which government is more corrupt-
elected or self-appointed government (via a millitary coup) The research also studies the
problems of position buying within the police and corruption problems arsing out of the
activities and political participation of prominent local influential businessmen in provincial
areas of Thailand.

Keywords: Political culture, corruption, businessmen, politicians, bureaucrats
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Pasuk Pongpaichit, Sungsidh Piriyarangsan and Nualnoi Treerat. (1998) “Guns, girls,
gambling, ganja : Thailand's illegal economy and public policy" Chiang Mai : Silkworm Books.
This research estimates the value-added or income generated in six illegal economic
activities in Thailand : illegal gambling (football gambling, underground lottery and illegal
casinos) ; contraband arms; drug trafficking (heroin, marijuana and amphetamines) ; trafficking
of Burmese labor into Thailand and Thai women into Japan and Germany ; diesel oil smuggling
and prostitution in Thailand. It was found that the total income generated accounted for
between 8 to 13 % of Thailand's annual GDP between 1993 and 1995. The study discusses the
laundering of the illegal money and analyses the economic, social and political impact of the
illegal economy. The methodology used comprises ; in depth interview, questionnaire survey,
focus group and desk research covering sources of information from official reports, research

reports, thesis, newspaper reports.
Keywords: Political culture, development, iliegal economy, gender

Glassman, Jim. (2004) "Economic "Nationalism" in a post-nationalist era: The political economy
of economic policy in post-crisis Thailand" Critical Asian Studies 36 (1).

This paper analyzes the diverse social base of support for variousThai Rak Thai
policies and argues that Thai Rak Thai “nationalism" is more afunction of the temporary and
partial convergence of the scale politics of thesediverse social groups than of any commitment
to serious economic nationalism.Moreover, it argues that the groups involved in supporting
Thai Rak Thai'nationalism" are already internationalized in many of their activities.
Whattherefore characterizes Thai Rak Thai's project is not a uniﬁed; strongnationalism, but

rather a shared reaction of opposition to global neoliberalism bydifferent Thai social groups.

Keywords: Political culture, nationalism, political structure, globalization, Thai Rak Thai
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Kasian Tejapira. 2002. Post-crisis economic impasse and political recoVery in Thaitand: The
resurgence of economic nationalism. Critical Asian Studies 34 (2).

This article presents a critical analysis of an important emergent trend in Thai politics in
the aftermath of the 1997 economic crisis, namely, economic nationalism. it attributes the rise
of economic nationalism to the chronic post-crisis economic stagnation. This is caused in tum
by the credit system-paralyzing contradiction between the globalized financial sector and the
nonglobalized "Thai-Thai" corporate sector resulting from a halfway globalist/neoliberal reform.
The article then describes and analyzes the various socioeconomic and political cultural
milieus from which nationalist propagation and movements arose by dividing them roughly into
two main groups: the crony capitalist nationalism of oligarchic nonperforming loans (NPL)
entrepreneurs and the radical populist nationalism of nongovermmental organizations (NGOs)

and people's organizations. The article concludes by subjecting the two nationalisms to critical

comparison and questioning.

Keywords: Political culture, economic crisis, capitalism, NGOs, nationalism
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Jory, Patrick. 2000. Multiculturism in Thailand? : Cultural and regional resurgence in a diverse
Kingdom. Harvard Asia Pacific Review (Winter).

This article explores what forms of resurgence in expressions of ethnic culture and
identity are taking place in Thailand. |t also attempts to answer the question why this
resurgence takes place. Given that the predominant government policy towards cultural
diversity has been one of assimilation, the result has been that both domestically and
internationally, Thailand is perceived as Southeast Asia's most ethnically homogeneous nation.
The writer traces patterns of cultural diversity in Thailand. It also examines the political and

economic factors of resurgence, including democratization.
Keywords: Political culture, resurgence, ethnic culture, globalization, multiculturalism

Pongsan Puntularp. (1985) 'Legislatives stabilify : The role of political culture in Thailand'
Ph.D. State university of New York at Albany.

This study was undertaken to determine whether (and how) certain basic elements of
Thai political culture (attitudes that legitimate authority, religious belief, role of the military, and
forms of government) have affected political structure over time. The focus of the study is on
the relationship between contemporary Thai political culture and an emerging political
structure, the Thai parliament, whose goal is legislative and political stability. The study uses
historical data analysis from the Sukhothai, Ayudhya, Thonburi and Bangkok eras and personal
interviews with 100 contemporary leaders (elites) and selected others (attentive public).
Findings include: Thai democratic aspirations appear to be centered on the role of the national

legislature whose success is measured by what the Thais call 'legislative stability.

Keywords : Political culture, democracy, political structure, legislative system
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Connors, M.K. 2003. Liberalism, civil society and new projects of subjection in Democracy and
National Identity in Thailand. New York: Routledge.

The writer studies the position of liberalism in the new democratic imaginary. A
principle argument is made that recenters liberalism as a present possibility, not a latent
condition. The writer notes that the contested and uneven rise of political liberalism in Thailand
is seen as part of the more general shift that is being effected globally. The shift is one in
which democratization is seen as 'an integral aspect of the economic and ideological
restructuring accompanying a new stage of globalization in the capitalist worid economy'. (p.
191) He defines the project of liberal democrasubjection as a "project of producing a citizen
endowed with self-reliance, one who moves within the spheres of market and civil society,

requlated by the state, and encultured by the civic triad." (p.205)

Keywords: Political culture, democracy, liberalism, globalization, civil society, political

development

Connors, M.K. 2003. Rethinking the nation in times of crisis: democracy, civic engagement
and community Democracy and National Identity in Thailand New York: Routledge.

The writer considers the position of the progressive democratic discourses located in
NGOs and in the theorizing of intellectuals, in relation to the hegemonic practice of the new
liberalism. He notes that despite state suppression and state subversion towards their own
interest, the myriad forms in which the state/NGO contest has been pursued allowed for a
constant engagement between the two, which led to a cross-fertilization of idea and practices,
particular in the development field. Engagement around anti-corruption, election
monitoringwatchdogs and public health are some of the issues raise.d. The nise of this civic

politics marks the shift away from state-based democratic education programmes towards the

intervention of new 'civic society'.

Keywords: Political culture, democracy, NGOs, communication, liberalism
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Uhlin, A.  2002. Globalization, democratization and civil society in Southeast Asia :
Observations from Malaysia and Thailand. Globalization and Democratization in Asia: The
Construction of Identity. London: Routledge.

The writer uses comparative context to answer the question: How are the processes of
globalization related to democratization and the development of civil society in the Southeast
Asia context? The writer shows how semi-authoritarian state in Malaysia has been able to keep
its restrictions on civil society despite embracing economic globalization, while political space
for civil society in Thailand has fluctuated quite significantly. The writer discovers that there is
no uniform relationship between globalization and democratization. Malaysia and Thailand
show different patterns of state control of civil society. State restriction is stable in Malaysia,
but political space for civil society has fluctuated in Thailand. More NGOs influence in
Thailand's Pak Moon dam situation. (p. 156) Hence, globalization opens a new space for
political contestation, but the outcome depends to a large extent on the nature of the political
system in question.

Keywords: Political culture, globalization, democracy, development; civil society

Albritton, Robert B. and Thawilwadee Bureekul. 2002. The meaning of democracy in a
developing nation. University of Mississippi ; King Prachadipok's Institute.

This paper raises the issue of the meaning of democracy in the context of high
commitments to democracy in Thailand. It examines the relative disparities between urban and
rural societies in their interpretations of democracy and their willingness to accept altematives
to democratic governance. Data on Thailand that constitutes one component of a cross-
national study of Asian nations are examined to assess levels of commitment to democracy in
the context of the theoretical framework of democratic consolidation. Résults show a high level
of attitudinal commitment to democracy, but significant disparities between urban elites and
rural citizens in support for democracy.

Keywords: Political culture, democracy, urban elites, rural citizens
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Thawilwadee Bureekul. (2002) Direction of the promotion of participatory democracy under the
B.E. 2540 Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand : Problems, obstacles, and solutions,
Nonthaburi: King Prajadhipok.

The paper aims to determine how successful it has been in applying the principal
concepts and principles of participatory democracy in practice both before and after 1997
(when the Constitution went into effect as the supreme law of the land) and what major
problems and obstacles have been encountered; Three levels of participation: national,
legislative, and decision-making on project approval and granting of licenses are explored.
Studies were directed at development projects and reviews were made on public participation

in pre-1997 Thai society.

Keywords: Political culture, participatory democracy, constitution

Suchit Bunbongkarn. (2002) “Political reform: Thailand's experience" Nonthaburi : King
Prajadhipok’s Institute.

The writer traces political reform from the financial crisis of 1997. He describes
people's general understanding and observation, and notes that to prevent such a crisis in the
future, a system had to be established in which practices of nepotism, cronyism, and
corruption were not allowed to flourish. He believes that Thai people understood that the sort of
"good-governance" reforms that were required were not possible except in a democracy. The
writer points out that the Thai experience suggests that while economic growth and a strong
business community are vital conditions for democratization, the strength of independent civil
society, and a commitment to liberal democracy on the part of poIitic'al leaders, professional

groups and the public are important to consolidating democracy.

Keywords: Political culture, political reform, good governance, democracy, civil society
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Thawilwadee Bureekul. (2002) “Social capital and governance in Thailand : Draft paper"
Presented at the 5th Asian Development Research Forum (ADRF) General Meeting,
December 2-3, 2002, Bangkok, Thailand.

This paper looks at how social capital can be empirically measured in Thailand and
how it affects Thailand governance system. Social capital is considered to be a significant new
road to the development and strengthening of democracy. The author uses data from King
Prajadhipok's Institute 2001 surveys on democratization and value change in Asia and its 2002
survey on political participation to help explain social capital stock in Thailand. This study
presents the results of King Prajadhipok's Institute's survey in 2001 and 2002 to help explain
the existing condition of social capital in Thailand, based on Putnum's concept of studying trust
in both individuals and institutions, and public participation or civic engagement. The author
also studied the influence of social capital factors on governance based on the democratic
concept. The macro level of analysis is used by considering the linkages among associational
life, civil engagement, trust, governance and politics.

Keywords: Political culture, democracy, social capital, governance system,

democratization

Borwornsak Uwanno. (2002) "The political reform process and the making of the people's
constitution” Nonthaburi : King Prajadhipok’s Institute.

The writer traces the forces that shaped the Thai State before the constitutional period,
and the character of the Thai state under its various constitutions, in order to establish the
significance and relevance of the political reforms under the 1997 constitution. Several
observations were made based on an examination of the drafting of Thailand's constitution.
One is that the reform process is incremental. The other is that the success of reform depends
on circumstance. The writer claims that Thailand's 1997 constitution has not been an
unqualified success, but contends that it still provides a strong foundation for the development
of a political culture of participation and transparency.

Keywords: Political culture, constitution, democracy, political reform, political culture
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Chambers, Paul W. (2003) 'Factions, parties, coalition change, and cabinet durability in
Thailand: 1979 to 2001' Ph.D.Thesis Northern lllinois University.

This study examines how multiple parties and multiple intra-party factions have affected
the longevity of cabinets and coalitions in the case of Thailand (1979-2001). The analysis also
situates cabinet and coalition behavior in terms of a three-level game (coalition level, party
level, faction level). The study utilizes a transaction cost analysis approach and multivariate
regression. One of the objectives of the analysis is to understand the causes of cabinet and
coalition instability in Thailand. While this dissertation assumes that incessant bargaining by
either multiple parties or multiple factions hampers cabinet duration, it proposes that factions
are more significant than parties in this regard. The findings demonstrate clearly that factions

were more significant than parties as the unit of analysis in Thai parliamentary politics during

this period.

Keywords: Political culture, constitution, democracy, good governance

Saitip Sukatipan. (1995) ‘Thailand : The evolution of legitimacy" Political legitimacy in
Southeast Asia : The quest for moral authority (193-223) Stanford : Stanford University Press:
The writer examines three key aspects of political legitimacy in Thailand: the nature of
the legitimacy problem, the susbstance of legitimizing principles, and the social groups whose
consent is crucial to the legitimation of regime and government. Starting from the 1932-73
military regime, through Sarit's and Thanom's rule, the writer attempts to trace Thai political
reform and describe Thai-style democracy. She notes 'developmentalism' as a source of
legitimacy. The work suggests that “the challenge for Thailand is to construct a political system
that can accommodate all the key new and old forces and their interests and at the same time

provide a framework for the peaceful acquisition and exercise of political power." (p. 221)

Keywords: Political culture, political legitimacy, democracy
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Chai-Anan Samudavanija. (2002) Thailand : State-building, democracy, and globalization
Bangkok: Institute for Public Policy Studies.

Annotation: The work discusses the development of Thai nation state and the creation
of its state identity, as well as historical, political, and economic framework of the development
of democracy in Thailand. The writer presents a three dimensional model of the imperatives of
Security, Participation, and Development. The writing is a combination of conceptual
frameworks of democracy and development and a reflection of events which took place from
the 1980's to mid 1990's. The writer contends that Thai political development is at a crossroad,
characterized as ‘institutionalized anarchy' or 'uninstitutionalized soft authoritarianism'. The
relationship between democratization and industrialization is evolving, lending political

development to be dynamic in Thailand.

Keywords: Political culture, democracy, development, globalization, security,

participation

Reynolds, Craig J. (2002) "Thai identity in the age of globalization" National identity and its
defenders: Thailand today (308-338) Chiang Mai: Silkworm Books.

The work analyses Thai national identity. The writer contends that the concept of Thai
identity has a specific history and conditions of existence. The meanings of Thai identity are
given to consciousness by those in power, by ruling elites, and by state managers. The writing
reflects on how the concepts of Thai identity has a discursive relationship with the state and
nationhood. The relationship between local and global knowledge, and perceived challenges

to Thailand's sovereignty is also discussed.

Keywords: Political culture, national identity, culture, globalization, Thai identity
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Vidyananda, Narat. (2004) 'Freedom without choice: Patron-clientelism and the evolution of
Thai politics (1782-1992)' THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY.

This dissertation systematically analyzes the parallel evolution of patron-clientelism and
Thai politics throughout four major periods: Traditional Thailand (1782-1851), Transitional
Thailand (1868-1910), Despotic Paternalism (1959-1973), and Demi Democracy (1980-1992).
This dissertation methodically integrates the analysis of the political, economic, and socio-
cultural aspects of Thai society to provide a comprehensive insight into the development of
Thai democracy. This approach provides both a background and the tools with which to
identify and explicate reasons for which political participation has been neither a meaningful
means to further democracy-building nor an occasion to form greater class cohesion and
cooperation in Thailand. Rather, the structural analyses of the four periods indicate

biasedstructural development in favor of the ruling class.
Keywords: Democracy, political participation, political structure

Chalidaporn Songsamphan. (1991) 'Supernatural prophecy in Thai politics : The role of a
spiritual cultural element in coup decisions' Ph.D.Thesis The Claremont Graduate University.
This project examined the possible roles of one of the spiritual cultural elements,
namely supernatural prophecy, on coup decisions in Thailand. This cultural element continues
to affect various activities from state to individual levels despite many changes in the society. A
number of the participants of the failed coup-attempts of 1981 and 1985 were interviewed. The
findings of this study suggested that supernatural prophecy can be used by a political actor to
assess and reduce risk and enhance the probability of success of a préferred course of action.
Moreover, supernatural prophecy can be utilized as a political instrument to stimulate certain

sentiment or reaction in the public.

Keywords: Political culture, religion and politics, supernatural prophecy



183

Bonura, Carlo J. (2003) 'Political theory on location : Formations of Muslim political community
in Southern ThailandPolitical theory on location: Formations of Muslim political community in
southern’ Ph.D. Thesis University of Washington.

This dissertation introduces the concept of location into the study of political community
in order to explore this coherence of community in the ethnically heterogeneous politics of
Muslim political community in southern Thailand. Methodoldgically, the author's fieldwork
involved a 'multi-sited' ethnography focused on the politics of Islamic and public education.
From these educational practices narratives of political community emerge. Narratives reflect
how differences in traditions of religious education as well as language use become common
markers for differences among 9 Muslims living in Satun and Muslims living on the southeast
coast of southern Thailand. This dissertation broadens the discussion of Islamic politics in
southern Thailand and calls attention to the complexities involved in the formation of its political
community.

Keywords: Political culture, political theory, community rights, politics and religion,

fundamentalism

Ukrist Pathmanand., (2001) "Globalization and democratic development in Thailand : the new
path of the military, private sector, and civil society" " Contemporary Southeast Asia 1:24-44.
This article examines the interrelationship between globalization and democratic
development by studying three of the main actors in the Thai political economy: the military, the
private sector, and civil society. The article examines how their roles have changed in the
context of globalization in the 1990s. It then looks briefly at how these changes have impacted
on both the form and content of political activity in Thailand at the stari of the new millennium,

particularly as exemplified in the results of the general election on 6 January 2001.

Keywords: Political culture, globalization, democracy, armed forces, private sector, civil
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N Ganesan. (2004) " Thaksin and the politics of domestic and regional consolidation in
Thailand " Contemporary Southeast Asia 26 (1) : 26-44.

This article first examines Thai politics and foreign policy from the Chatichai
Choonhavan government's Indochina Initiative onwards, then focuses on the Thaksin
government's domestic and foreign policies since 2001 and the implications for Thailand and
the region. It is argued that the ongoing initiatives of the Thaksin government have significant
implications for domestic politics while foreign policy initiatives are to be understood within the

Thai tradition of performing a regional leadership role.
Keywords: Political culture, political parties, negotiation

Kuhonta, Erik Martinez. (2003) 'The political foundations of development : State and party
formation in Malaysia and Thailand' Ph.D.Thesis Princeton University.

This dissertation addresses why some countries in the developing world have pursued
a trajectory of equitable development while others have not. Focusing on two countries within
Southeast Asia -Malaysia and Thailand-;the author seeks to explain why Malaysia has done
significantly better than Thailand in the areas of income distribution, rural development,
taxation, health, and education. The author argues that the variation in equitable development
between these two Southeast Asian countries can be traced to the historical formation of
different types of political structure, specifically of states and political parties. The author
claims that Thailand's weaker record in equitable development is due to the ubiquity of a
‘hegemonic-bureaucratic state' -a polity that is dominated primarily by the military and that
gives little room for the institutionalization of party politics. Data on the policies examined in this
study-taxation and spending, rural development, education, and health-is based on fifteen

months of fieldwork research in Thailand and Malaysia.

Keywords: Political culture, development, political structure, bureaucratic reform
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Fishel, Thamora Virginia. (2001) 'Reciprocity and democracy : Power, gender, and the
provincial middle class in Thai political cultureReciprocity and democracy: Power, gender, and

the provincial middle class in Thai political culture’ Ph.D.Thesis Cornell University.

This dissertation explores the persistence and transformation of indigenous
conceptions of power in the context of ‘democratization' and the emergence of a provincial
middle class, including changes in gender. This study examines the ways in which patronage
and Buddhist ideology have been reconstituted over time. It shows how these factors work in
tandem with the seemingly contradictory moral discourses of capitalist development and
democracy to sustain and reproduce class and gender inequality. This dissertation shows that
in contemporary Thailand two moral frameworks of power operate concurrently: one grounded
in Buddhist merit and potency, kinship, and personalistic bonds of reciprocity, the second
based on notions of progress, rationality, development, and democracy. By focusing on
reciprocity, rather than just patronage, the dissertation reveals the complex interplay between
social indebtedness and democracy as ways of conceptualizing power in Thailand. Its
approach emphasizes nonstatic, historical, and gender-related models.

Keywords: Political culture, power, democracy, religion, patronage system, capitalism

Harding, Andrew. (2001) "May there be virtue : 'New Asian Constitutionalism' in Thailand "
Australian Journal of Asian Law 3 (3) : 236-260.

This article examines the outcome of the Thai constitutional reforms of 1997. It outlines
the most important provisions of the new Constitution and the most significant events in the
implementation process. It evaluates the new constitutional arrangements and their chances of

successful entrenchment in the political system and political culture of contemporary Thailand.

Keywords: Political culture, constitution, constitutiona! reofrm, political system
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Kusuma Snitwongse. (2001) *Thai foreign policy in the global age : Principle or profit?"
Contemporary Southeast Asia 2: 189-214.

The writer examines that globalization has brought a number of challenges to
Thailand's foreign policy. It is open to closer public scrutiny and the issues of democracy and
human rights have also become important elements. How the country is to steer its foreign
policy in order to reap benefits and avoid the downside of the new international economic
reality represents a challenge. The Chuan government's policy, while it admittedly could not
avoid pragmatism, nevertheless kept its sight on principles. The writer notes that it is yet to be
seen how succeeding governments, starting with the Thaksin government, will deal with the
dilemma between principle and profit within the increasing complexity of international relations
in the global age.

Keywords: Political culture, globalization, political reformsociety

Surachart Bamrungsuk. (1999) 'From dominance to power sharing : The military and politics
in Thailand, 1973-1992' Ph.D.Thesis Columbia University.

The study examines the role of the Royal Thai Army in the political transition process
that took place in Thailand between 1973 and 1992. The basic question of this study is: why
did the Thai Army agree to open up the political system and what was the impact on the army
as an institution? The study argues that the Thai Army supported the transition process
because democracy helped defuse internat tension and preserved the political role of the
military. The study examines developments in three sectors: the rise and fall of military factions,
the development of new military doctrine, and military role expansion. The research asserts
that because of the nature of the transition path, the military could maintain its role in the post-
transition regime. But the role of the military was not dominant as invthe early period of the
transition; the military had to share power with civilian politicians. Civilian control of the military
became a key goal of the democratic movement; it remains an important aspect of democratic
consolidation for Thai society in the future.

Keywords: Political culture, military, democracy, political reform, Thai Army
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Narat Vidyananda., (2004) 'Freedom without choice : Patron-clientelism and the evolution of
Thai politics (1782--1992)' Ph.D. Thesis Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufis
University.
This dissertation systematically analyzes the parallel evolution of patron-clientelism and
Thai politics throughout four major periods: Traditional Thailand (1782-1851), Transitional
Thailand (1868-1910), Despotic Paternalism (1959-1973), and Demi Democracy (1980-1992).
This dissertation methodically integrates the analysis of the political, economic, and socio-
cultural aspects of Thai society to provide a comprehensive insight into the development of
Thai democracy. This approach provides both a background and the tools with which to
identify and explicate reasons for which political participation has been neither a meaningful
means to further democracy-building nor an occasion to form greater class cohesion and
cooperation in Thailand. Rather, the structural analyses of the four periods indicate biased
structural development in favor of the ruling class.

Keywords: Political culture, democracy, political participation, political structure

Prinat Apirat, , (2003) ‘From subject to citizen : Political participation in Bangkok (Thailand)'
Ph.D. Thesis The John Hopkins University.

This dissertation examines the coexistence of a democratic infrastructure and
traditional norms constitute the prevailing tension underlying Thai politics. Drawing upon the
results of the SAIS Bangkok survey conducted in the greater metropolitan Bangkok area
between March 14 and April I, 2000, this research analyzes voter turnout, party preference,
and non-electoral participation (NEP) such as attending party rallies, demonstrating, or
petitioning the government in Thailand. This dissertation finds that participation in the political
process for most Thai citizens does not extend beyond the ballot box io include activities that
effectively constrain the government. Also, vertical, patron-client relations continue to be the
primary means of recruiting members into parties and non-political organizations. Herein,
economic development can only lead to democracy by transforming the social structure.

Keywords: Political culture, party politics, political participation, democracy
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Supaluck Suvarnajata, (1994) 'The Thai military coup d'eta t: Origins, withdrawal/civilian
control, and perspectives' Ph.D.Thesis The Claremont Graduate University.

The central focus of this thesis is to study the Thai military coup d'etat in general, to
examine the origins, the regulations and the laws associated with the coups; then, to propose
the appropriate or proper ways for the Thai military to return to the barracks. The study's
purpose is to increase understanding of why military intervention in Thai politics since 1932 has
not yet declined and why it persistently recurs to the present. The key findings of this study are
that the strength of the Thai armed forces and its institutions has created two types of military
intervention in politics: military domination, and military influence. This project suggests that
the aspect of civil-military coexistence, which is one of the features of civil-military relations
theories, should be applied to the Thai case. Permanent military withdrawal from politics and
the acceptance of civilian control of the armed forces will lead to the probable disappearance

of future military coups.

Keywords: Political Culture, military, civilian rule, political reform

Siriwan Sermcheep, , (1992) 'Characteristics of the press in an authoritarian system : A case
study of Thailand' M.A.Thesis California State University, Fresno.

This study was an attempt to identify the physical characteristics of the press in an
authoritarian system. Thailand has been categorized as an authoritarian press system. The
history of mass communication in Thailand is presented in this study. Content analysis was
employed to explore Thailand's leading newspapers. Three months of issues of Thai Rath in
1991 were analyzed. Findings of the study show that the newspaper exhibited some
characteristics similar to an authoritarian press. The newspaper devoted more space to stories
about government and politics than ‘other topics.' However, no other physical characteristics
such as headlines and pictures were found. The study implications and possible factors that
may account for the characteristics of the Thai press are discussed.

Keywords: Political culture, media and politics, authoritarianism
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Kowit Kangsanan. (1983) 'Politics and public organization in Thailand : A case study of
organizational change in the National Institute of Development Administration (NIDA),
Bangkok' Ph.D.Thesis Indiana University.

This study attempts to investigate the relationship between politics and a public
organization, in this case the National Institute of Development Administration (NIDA), in
Thailand. Specifically, the emphasis is on the extent to which the politico-administrative
environment has an impact on the organization, and how this leads to organizational change
when there are changes in the political system. Based upon the political and historical
perspective, this study focuses on two historical phases in Thailand; the periods of military
dictatorship, and political democracy. The methods of data collection include personal
interviews, and policy and document analysis. The study applies a political approach to
analysing the relationship between the public organization and its politico-administrative
environment.

Keywords: Political culture, The National Institute of Development Administration

(NIDA), political structure, political reform, public organizations

Hewison, Kevin, ed. (1997) Political change in Thailand: Democracy and participation
London ; New York: Routledge.

Hewison categorizes the approaches used to analyze Thai politics into modernization -
theoretical, neo-pluralist , institutionalist , and Marxist lines of thinking. He shortly describes the
"ebb and flow of political space " from 1920 to the present. The findings include that political
power challenges the "conservative state " and is, in this way, "clearly central to the
development of political systems (sic) which no longer exclude the majority of the population."
The expression "conservative state”, substitutes for the outlawed 'bureaﬁcratic polity . Similarly,
the statement that there is a "continued dominance of 'old' forces in rural areas" seems to
suggest that the bureaucratic polity is still alive in the countryside and that we ought to include
a center-periphery distinction more systematically into a contemporary political theory of
Thailand.

Keywords: Political culture, democracy, participation, modernization
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Rungrawee Chalermsripinyorat. (2002) 'People politics in mediascape : The Assembly of the
Poor and media contestation in Thailand' the 54th Annual Meeting of the Association for

Asian Studies, April 4-7, ‘2002, Washington DC.

This paper attempts to interrogate the Assembly of the Poor's political struggle as it
unfolds in the realm of media representation. Marginalized groups abandon the unavailing
struggle within conventional political institutions and enter a novel political terrain under an
umbrella organization named the Assembly of the Poor (AOP), a nationwide rural-based
movement in Thailand. The AOP brings the politics of the rural poor to the public arena, within
which it manifests the poor's grievances and concurrently proposes an ideological critique of
state-imposed asymmetric development and articulates oppositional visions of alternative
bottom-up development. It is also argued that, while the AOP is an active player adept in
making itself high-profile news as a device to forge a channel of public communication, the
extent to which its political project could be achieved is significantly contingent upon media
institutions and journalists. Media is a contested site of consciousness construction, one that is
instrumental for the AOP in bringing about social change.

Keywords: Political culture, political communication, media, the Assembly of the Poor

Jarvis, Darryl S. L., (2002) "Problems and prospects in Thaksin's Thailand: An interim
assessment’ Asian Survey 42 (2):297-319.

- The outlook for Thailand is not as optimistic as the administration of Thai president
Thaksin Shinawatra would like to suggest, and the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on the
U.S. will only add to what will be troubled times for the country. The writer finds that the Thaksin
administration is politically ill-equipped to deal with economic and ﬁnancial problems and
reform. in addition, the apparent deafness of the administration to many problems and its
willingness to exploit populist anti-globalization sentiment regardless of the economic harm it
may cause Thailand is even more alarming.

Keywords: Political culture,economic policy,terrorism,Thaksin Shinawatra
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Bunte, Marco, (2002) "Consolidating Thai democracy" Thailand's new politics : KPI yearbook
2001 (177-218) Nonthaburi : King Prajadhipok’s Institute.

Bunte introduces models of democratic consolidation to determine a country's degree
of democratization. i.e. the one proposed by Wolfgang Merkel (based on his MA thesis listed
above). Merkel's multi-level model of democratic consolidation includes four aspects, namely
(1) institutional consolidation (the development of central political institutions and their
legitimacy , both in terms of an "elite settlement" in their favor and the popular perception that
this order is a good one); (2) representative consolidation (this concemns interest groups and
political parties ; the latter should not be fragmented, and there should not be anti-democratic
parties); (3) behavioral consolidation (i.e. the elimination of veto-actors , especially the military
and business ); (4) civic culture and civil society (this regards the reduction of conflicts,
tensions and cleavages which takes pressure off young democracies). Bente describes the

model and then uses the literature on Thai politics to illustrate it.
Keywords: Political culture, democracy, democratic consolidation

Eng, Peter., (1997) 'Thai democracy : The people speak” The Washington Quarterly 20 (4) :
169-188.

A journalist's account of the political situation and the major groups of players involved.
Eng describes that since the May uprising of 1992, a more liberal atmosphere has made the
media even more powerful in fostering Thai democracy. They are bringing public opinion to
bear on politicians who once wheeled and dealed with impunity. In the article, the writer finds
that the most important media reform was breaking the state monopoly over TV. The first non-
government station, Independent TV, began broadcasting in July 1996, stressing news and
documentaries. Even the state media are changing with the times. Radio is bolder and the TV
stations are airing a wider range of views, sometimes including not-so-subtle criticism of the

government.

Keywords: Political culture, media, democracy, TV stations, public opion
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Neher, Clark D. , (1996) 'The transition to democracy in Thailand" Asian Perspective 20 (2) :
301-321.

A broad description of Thai political development from a monarchy through an
authoritarian "bureaucratic polity" to a semidemocratic "bourgeois polity" is offered. The body of
the article deals with the time from about 1960 to present, particularly 1992-1996. Prospects for
further democratization are seen in the ‘routinization" of democratic procedures, regular
elections without interference by the military, an open press, a growing economy and middle
class, and the lack of international conflicts as well as internal ethnic strife. Problems arise from
the buying of candidates and voters, corruption, the prevalence of patron-client relationships,
the weak party system, and the king's age and health. The author presents a lesc than realistic
view that voters in general are politicized to a high degree and that Thai parliamentary

elections are "meaningful’ because voters chose between "divergent ideas and candidates".
Keywords: Political culture, bureaucracy, military, democracy

Nelson, Michael H. (2000) "Local government reform in Thailand : With some comparative
perspectives." Nonthaburi: Center for the Study of Thai Politics and Democracy, King
Prajadhipok Institute.

An overview is given of the Thai system of regional and local govemmment. This is
foIIoWed by descriptions of the limited importance local government reform was accorded in
the political reform process since 1994 and of the stipulations concerning local government in
the constitution of 1997. This includes analytical remarks on individual paragraphs and the
statement of the Council of State on the draft decentralization law. This is followed by short
descriptions of laws on local government made necessary by the constitution. Finally, the Thai

local government reform is put into a comparative perspective by referring to France,

Germany, and the United Kingdom.

Keywords: Political culture, regional government, constitution, decentralization
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Nelson, Michael H. (2002) “Thailand: Problems with Decentralization?" Thailand's New Politics;
KPI Yearbook 2001 (219281) Nonthaburi : King Prajadhipok's Institute .

First, an overview is provided of the administrative context of decentralization, historical
and conceptual issues, and the legal framework (including the Constitution, the
Decentralization Act, the decentralization plan, and the implementation plan). Secondly, the
chapter addresses the field of education and shows that decentralization in this case is made
difficult by the existence of competing legislation (Decentralization Act versus the National
Education Act) and competing intentions (between the decentralization committee and the
education reform committee). Third, the chapter asks whether the Thaksin government is a
threat to decentralization. This question cannot be answered easily because it claims that this
government's policies have been ad hoc, changing, unclear, and fragmented (since there are
different groups of people involved in this area). Finally, it is stressed that decentralization is
complete only when complemented by democratization. Under the prevailing political
conditions in rural Thailand-the lack of viable public spheres, poorly developed means of
political communication, and the dominance of local politics by exclusive cliques-the goals of
decentralization, i.e. an improvement in services delivered to local citizens, better attention

paid to local problems, and increased public participation in local policy-making, may not be

achieved.

Keywords: Political culture, Political communication, public participation
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Carlo J. Bonura, (2003) 'Political theory on location: Formations of Muslim political community
in southern Thailand' University of Washington.

This dissertation introduces the concept of location into the study of political community
in order to explore this coherence of community in the ethnically heterogeneous politics of
Muslim political community in southern Thailand. Methodologically, the author's fieldwork
involved a 'multi-sited' ethnography focused on the politics of Islamic and public education.
From these educational practices narratives of political community emerge. Narratives reflect
how differences in traditions of religious education as well as language use become common
markers for differences among 9 Muslims living in Satun and Muslims living on the southeast
coast of southemn Thailand. This dissertation broadens the discussion of Islamic politics in
southern Thailand and calls attention to the complexities involved in the formation of its political
community.

Keywords: Community rights, politics and religion, fundamentalism

Choi, Alex Hang-Keung. (2002) ‘Non-governmental development organizations (NGDOQOs) and
democracy in Thailand : The 1992 Bangkok uprising' Ph.D.Thesis Queen's University at
Kingston (Canada).

This thesis examines the role of non-governmental developmental organizations
(NGDOs) in the democratization of Thailand during the 1980s and early 1990s. This thesis
maintains that the rise of the NGDOs is closely linked to the political economy of Thailand.
NGDOs are part of the Non-governmental Organization (NGOs) movement, but they distinguish
themselves from the other NGOs in adopting a mobilization strategy seeking to change social
relationship. This thesis argues that none of the theories including Bourgeois Revolution,
Modernization, and New Social Movement satisfactorily accounts for the democratic dynamics
(i.e. the transition from ‘half-democracy' to full democracy) in Thailand. Rather, the success of
the May 1992 uprising lies in the efforts of the NGDOs in linking the resistance of the lower
classes with that of the urban middle classes, who have been deeply disillusioned and
offended by the unfulfilled promises of the military elite to clean up corruption and vote-buying.

Keywords: Political culture, democracy, NGDOs, social movement, democratization
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McCargo, Duncan. (2002) "Security, development and politcal participation in Thailand :
Alternative currencies of legitimacy" Contemporary Southeast Asia 24 (1) : 50+.

This article argues that Thailand's political elites have employed three different
“currencies" in their quest for legitimacy since 1932. These “currencies" are defined as:
security, development, and political accommodation or participation. Different currencies have
enjoyed different degrees of salience according to prevailing domestic and international
conditions. While security was a crucial legitimating rationale during the Cold War, since the
economic crisis and the new constitution of 1997, political participation has loomed largest.
The article examines the career of former army commander and prime minister Chavalit
Yongchaiyudh, in order to illustrate the changing value of alternative sources of legitimacy from
the early 1980s to the late 1990s. It argues that despite the growing importance of political
participation, fundamental inequalities of power and resources persist in contemporary

Thailand.

Keywords: Political culture,political participation,legitimacy

Saitip Sukatipan. (1988) 'The media and politics : A study of radio broadcasting in Thailand'
Ph.D.Thesis University of Hawaii.

This study attempts to seek an alternative understanding of the continuity of the
bureaucratic polity of the Thai state by focusing on the ideological role of media practices in
the process of legitimation. The central thesis is that the dominant class fraction, i.e. the
capitalist-bureaucrat alliance, maintains its rule with popular consent not merely through
coercive apparatuses of the state but also via the apparatuses for maintenance of hegemony
which bring the mass of the people into conformity with the prevailing.social order. This study
suggests that the Thai state has actively deployed severa!l ideological apparatuses to inculcate
ideologies legitimizing capitalist accumulation activities. In this, the media serve as
mechanisms which help reproduce 'consensus' contributing to compliant acceptance of
definitions of reality offered by the state.

Keywords: Political culture, bureaucratic reform, media, legitimation
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Soraj Hongladarom, (1996) ' Democracy and culture: A case for Thailand' the Seventh East
West Philosophers' Conference, January 8-20, 1995, University of Hawaii, Honolulu, Hawaii.
USA.

This paper presents a series of arguments against the charge, common in most Asian
countries, that Western liberal democracy is not suitable for countries of the East since it is
perceived to be an integral element of a cultural tradition alien to the traditions of Eastern
cultures. The writer argues that democracy is not necessarily bound to a particular cultural
tradition, including Westem, liberal one. The second section presents an argument, based on
John Rawls' recent proposal that democracy and justice are political conceptions. Democracy
is a system of government best suited to a form of socio-economic life and a particular vision of
the good. This form is not the only one possible and is not the best regardless of historical,
social, or cultural contexts, but as forms of socio-economic life of nations in the world tum out
to be more substantially the same--the form which, requires democracy--democracy is then
justified. Tying to these arguments, a country like Thailand has to find its own way, according
to which, as Thailand is becoming more and more involved in interactions among nations, the
resulting form of government, while clearly retains much that is peculiar to the historical
development and other circumstances of the country, cannot diverge too much from what the

world community finds acceptable.

Keywords: Political culture, democracy, socio-economic life, liberal democracy
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Yoon, Jinpyo. (1990) ‘Formation and transformation of the modern state : A comparative study
of the nature and role of the state in Indonesia, Thailand, and Vietnam' Ph.D.Thesis University
of South Carolina.

The nature and role of the modemn state in Indonesia, Thailand, and Vietnam are
analyzed on a comparative basis. The research framework consists of three analytical
methods; the cultural politics perspective, the institutional perspective, and the political
economy perspective. Making use of this analytical framework, two essential subjects of the
statist approach: autonomy and capacity of the state and interaction and relationship between
the state and the society are investigated in the setting of the three Southeast Asian states. The
thesis finds that with various levels of state involvement in society, the state autonomy and
capacity are continuously changed in connection with the social structure and the world
political economic situation.

Keywords: Political culture, state, autonomy, political process, cultural politics, political

economy politics, institutional politics

Macintyre, Andrew. (1998) "Political institutions and the economic crisis in Thailand and
Indonesia" ASEAN Economic Bulletin 15 (3) : 362-374.

The writer examines that the economic crisis in Southeast Asia has not been driven only
by factors such as pegged exchange rates, heavy short-term foreign borrowing, and
hopeléssly inadequate financial sector regulation; ‘politics has also been important. Indeed, in
any case where there is a massive loss of investor confidence it would be difficult for politics
not to be involved. In arguing for some attention to be paid to political factors, this article seeks
to focus on one particular variable: political structure. In both Thailand and Indonesia, political
structure greatly compounded the task of responding to the crisis and thereby served to
intensify the economic destruction even though this common problem originated in different
ways and stemmed from different institutional problems.

Keywords: Political culture, political structure, economic conditions
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Connors, Michael Kelly, (2003) "Goodbye to the securty state: Thailand and ideological
change " Journal of Contemporary Asia 33 (4) : 431-448.

This article examines the nature of ideological change by surveying key state agencies.
The first section introduces generalised aspects of the ideological shift that Thailand has
undergone during the years of democratic opening. However, instead of relating ideological
change to "democratization," it is proposed that we think in terms of processes whereby
political actors become caught up in, or subject to, elite visions of democracy, which are
essentially and necessanly dominative -- what Connors have called, elsewhere,
"democrasubjection” (Connors 2003: 5-26). The second section briefly discusses shifts in the
nature of the Thai state up to the current Thaksin administration (2001-). Finally, a survey of
ideological shifts in terms of culture, democracy, participation and security is offered. The
broad claim advanced in this article is that liberalism continues to make significant ideological
advances in Thailand, notwithstanding countervailing pressures related to the economic
nationalism and authoritarian political tendencies of the current Thaksin administration.

Keywords: Political culture, political reform, participatory democracy

Connors, Michael Kelly, (1999) “Political reform and the state in Thailand" Journal of
Contemporary Asia 29 (2) : 206-226.

The new constitution of Thailand, promulgated in October 1997, represents an
important advance in the restructuring of the Thai state and political process. Reformist
capitalist and state actors, together with extensive support from the press and the
nongovernmental organizations, have won an important, if still fragile, victory over the minority
of rogue politicians and bureaucrats who have undermined state and political legitimacy. It
seems likely that the new constitution will provide the reformists with a sound institutional base
on which to build over the remnants of the old state formation. It is up to the Thai workers and

poor to turn these changes in the Thai political formation to their own advantage.

Keywords: Political culture, political reform, participatory democracy, political process
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Suchit Bunbongkarn. (1999) “Thailand's successful reforms" Journal of Democracy 10 (4) :
54-68.

The writer discusses the success of the reforms that have taken place in Thailand. In
1997, five years after democracy replaced military rule in Thailand, the new system was in
serious trouble. in an attempt to prevent economic crisis, the national currency was floated, but
this proved unsuccessful. The worst of the crisis has now passed, but it has resulted in an
increase in many social problems. In order to prevent the reoccurrence of such a crisis, it is
necessary for the people of Thailand to implement a policy of "good governance” that is only
possible in a democratic society. Measures have already been taken to reform financial
institutions, the civil service, state enterprises, and the military establishment. Although the
country's economy has not completely recovered yet, it is nossible to say that democracy in
Thailand has survived the crisis and is now functioning.

Keywords: Political culture, democracy, economic conditions, civil society

King, Daniel. (1996) "Thailand : toward democracy stability " Journal of Democracy January :
102-117.

The writers discuss the process of democratic consolidation in Thailand, arguing that
the peaceful transfer of power from one elected civilian prime minister to another in the July
1995 elections offers hope for the future of Thai democracy. Although the process of change
has been uneven and discontinuous, the overall trends have been toward a decreasing
politiCaI role for the military, a correspondingly more important role for parliament in the political
process, increasing identification of political parties with certain regions and constituencies
together with continued party-system fragmentation and a lack of differentiation among party
platforms, and an increasingly well-developed and assertive civil society. The writer questions
whether the new government will deliver on the promises of reform made during the election
campaign, but it is not likely that the opposition parties, the press, or the organizations of civil
society will let it forget what it vowed to do.

Keywords: Political culture, civil society, armed forces, democracy
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Montri Supaporn. (1984) 'The role performance of Prime Ministers in theThai political system :
Styles of military and civilian rule, 1932-1983' Ph.D.Thesis Case Western Reserve Univeristy.
This study investigates the role performance of the Thai national leadership from 1932-
1983 by dividing it into two categories: civilian and military regimes. The social backgrounds,
administrative styles, and political, economic, and social performance of each leadership
category has been analyzed. In reviewing these elements, this study suggests that the military
leaders intervened into politics largely because of the performance failure of the civilian
governments, and the need for changes in the society, as well as to protect their corporate
interests. At the same time the civilian Prime Ministers required strong personalities in order to
survive in the Thai leadership system. This study also suggests that the military Prime Ministers,
although their political performance were rated in negative fashion, possessed a positive
economic and social performance which appeared necessary in order for modernization to

progress.
Keywords: Political culture, political reform, political leadership, political system

Connors, M.K. (2003) "New times, new constitution" Democracy and national identity in
Thailand New York: Routledge.

The writer reconsiders an argument for rethinking Thailand's so-called ‘People's
Constitution' as an attempt at embedding liberal imperatives in the Thai state. An analysis of
the social forces and agendas behind the new constitution is presented. The main question
addressed: What was the movement for political reform in the late 1980's and 1990's? The
writer notes that political reform and the new constitution were responses which reflected the
emergence of Thai liberalism, the new rhetoric of state/society relations, hopes of participatory

democracy, and good govemance.

Keywords: Political culture,political reform,political participation,power,constitution
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Vatikiotis, Michael., (1997) "Tough times : economic woes hit Thais, and threaten social unrest"
Far Eastern Economic Review, June, 12 : 74+.

Thailand's dramatic loss of economic vigor is inflicting hardship on society, and with no
swift end to the economic squeeze in sight, some are starting to wonder if the new hardships
will lead to social unrest. The effects of the economic woes have been felt quicker than anyone
predicted. At one end of the spectrum, blue-coliar workers are already being laid off and
finding that their employers are loathe to hand over the compensation owed. In addition, the
country's wealthy and politically conscious middle class confronts reduced incomes and a
more confined lifestyle. Given the far-reaching effects of the economic crisis, there may be
deep political consequences, particularly as these difficulties coincides with the drafting of a
new constitution that presents the prospect of sweeping change. Details of the population's
grievances, the constitution as a symbol of hope, and the possibility of unrest are provided.

Keywords: Political culture, social classes, constitution

Yawnghwe, Chao-Tzang. (1997) 'The politics of adthoritarianism : The state and political
soldiers in Burma, Indonesia, and Thailand' Ph.D.Thesis The University of British Columbia .

This thesis investigates the impact of military rule on the state and society by looking at
three cases from the same geographical region--Burma, Indonesia, and Thailand--that have
experienced military intervention and military rule. This thesis has found that there are three
vital factors influencing the military's decision, having intervened, to stay on to rule the country.
The most important factor is the emergence of an extraordinary military strongman-ruler.This
thesis has found that military rulers in Thailand have been constrained because of the person
and the role of the monarch. This thesis has also found significant variations in military-
authoritarian states. They range from a nearly pure praetorian examble to a tentative quasi-
democratic set up. It has become apparent from this research that, although the global
democratization trend is hopeful, it is not so easy to get a politicized military to go back to the
barracks to stay

Keywords: Political culture, military, authoritarianism, democratization
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Rigg, Jonathan., (1991) "Grass-roots development in rural Thailand : A lost cause? * World
Development 19 (2-3) : 199-211.

Grass-roots" development policies have been embraced by governments, international
agencies and NGOs alike as one of the most effective means of improving conditions and
fostering growth in rural areas. However, in many cases there is a considerable discrepancy
between word and deed, and it is rare to find grass-roots development policies being
implemented in a coherent fashion. This article examines the reasons for this discrepancy with
reference to rural development in Thailand. It is argued that although a centralized and
inefficient bureaucracy, and entrenched interest groups, cause many of the problems of
implementation, the hierarchical nature of Thai society provides much of the explanation.
Further, it is argued that grass-roots ideologies, based upon conceptualizations of folk/peasant
cuItu‘re, may be no more in-tune with the aspirations of peasants than those orthodox strategies
they aim to replace. As such, grass-roots development policies may be seen as being
incompatible with the planning context, and thus face long-term and deep-seated constraints

to effective implementation.

Keywords: Political culture,rural Thailand,grassroot,civil society
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Dayley, Robert A, (1997) 'Modeling chaos : Alternative images of policy formation in Thailand'
Ph.D.Thesis Northern lllinois University.

This dissertation argues that the 'chaos' of Thai policy making is best explained by a
multiple streams model of policy formation similar to the one used to explain agenda change
and policy initiation in other democracies. Evidence used in the study is based on personal
interviews with over fifty Thai policy makers and experts, and the analysis of cabinet policy
statements, national plans, budgetary data, and other primary and secondary sources
documenting policy-making activity in Thailand. Empirically, this dissertation examines policy
processes related to infrastructure development in Thailand by conducting two exercises. First,
using a pattem-matching technique, the study evaluates the utility of altemative models of
policy formation in explaining four case studies of infrastructure policy making: airport
development, Bangkok traffic, telecommunications, and flood prevention. Second, the study
engages in a theory-building exercise to develop a more thorough description of policy
formation in Thailand through a multiple streams image. Substantively, this dissertation
contributes to an understanding of policy formation in Thailand by unraveling the 'chaos' that

has long confused observers of policy-making activity in Thailand.

Keywords: Political culture, policy process, infrastructure development, chaos, policy

formation
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Komatra Chuengsatiansup. (1998) 'Living on the edge : Marginality and contestation in the Kui
communities of Northeast Thailand' Ph.D.Thesis Harvard University.

This study explores the multiple dimensions of power relations by which the Kui people,
the elephant keepers of Northeast Thailand, were marginalized, exciuded, and rendered
vulnerable to various forms of afflictions and agonies. The cultural politics of marginalization is
examined within the dynamics of domination and contestation that persisted and continually
renewed itself at the margins. The political constructions and social experience of marginality
are examined in the context of modern Thai politics, a politics largely dominated by the Thai
bureaucratic state but increasingly by political entrepreneurs of the emerging middle class
elites. By linking the analysis of macro-social processes of marginalization with the micro-
analysis of the lived experience of marginality, the study shows that the cultural politics of
marginalization is characterized by the dynamics of power negotiations, internal
differentiations, contested meanings, and the mutuality of domination and resistance. Against
the politics of exclusion, the Kui contested the domination imposed upon them by constructing
new meanings, new interpretations, and alternative spheres of autonomy which they expanded

to include themselves as legitimate new actors.

Keywords: Political culture, power, marginalization, conflict, identity politics
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Hunsaker, Bryan D. (1997) 'Local capabilities in a centralized state : The politics of Thai
municipal grantsmanship' Ph.D.Thesis Northem lilinois University.

This dissertation examines the structures and processes through which Thai municipal
officials seek to obtain maximum levels of grant revenues from the central government. Formal-
legal parameters of Thailand's grants policy system are delineated through a collection of
secondary sources, government archives, and interview responses of central officials in
Bangkok. Attributes of cities most successful in seeking these grants are then defined through
statistical correlation of twenty-two local capability indicators with specific municipal grant
revenues for the years 1989-96. Finally, a bargaining process framework is used to interpret
the grant-related motivations, circumstances, and strategies of local and central government
officials. Field research was conducted in Bangkok and six cities in Northeastern Thailand from
September 1994 through June 1995. The findings of this study portray a fragmented Thai
central polity in which actors and agencies compete and cooperate in administering a variety
of grant programs often designed to achieve conflicting values. The grants policy system
serves as the institutional linkage between the structural forces and individual behaviors that

determine policy outcomes.

Keywords: Political culture, Northeastern Thailand, legal system, local politics, conflict
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Thamavit Terdudomtham. (1994) 'The political economy of trade protection in Thailand (1960-
present) Ph.D.Thesis The University of Wisconsin - Madison.

This study analyzes the political economy of trade protection in Thailand during the
period from 1960 to the present. It investigates the institutional aspects of trade policy making,
develops simple models to describe political decisions regarding import protection, uses
regressions to analyze the determinants of trade protection structure, and conducts Granger
Causality tests to analyze the determinants of tariff changes over time. In terms of theory, this
study incorporates the government's objective function into a general equilibrium model. In the
national policy model, the government's preference is to industrialize the country and increase
GDP. In the interest group model, the government's objective function includes personal wealth
of officials and officers. By using the Granger Causality test, this study found that inflation and
the balance of payments did influence tariffs. The government has used tariffs to contain
inflation and adjust the balance of payments in order to stabilize the economy, which in turn

has provided some stability for domestic politics.

Keywords: Political culture, political economy, protectionism, trade protection, GDP
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Seo, Kyoungkyo. (1993) 'Military involvement in politics and the prospects for democracy :
Thailand, the Philippines, and South Korea in comparative perspective' Ph.D. Southern lllinois
University at Carbondale.

To understand military involvement in politics and the prospects for democracy in
Thailand, the Philippines, and South Korea, this study consists of four major parts based on
different phases of military involvement: the takeover of political power by the military,
maintenance of political power, withdrawal from politics, and transition to democracy.
Regarding the causes of military involvement in politics, this study finds out that both social
and military factors were responsible for military coups in Thailand and South Korea. As
common means to maintain political power, military governments in these countries restricted
political participation and competition. Subsequently, various conditions encouraged military
withdrawal among the three countries. Growing oppositional strength to military rule was the
most important condition for the withdrawal. Considering the democratic progress in these
countries during the last decade, all three countries face the possibility that the highly
politicized military can reverse the democratization process instantly, although this is not likely

to happen in the near future particularly in Thailand and South Korea.

Keywords: Political culture, military, democracy, political participation
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Ungpakorn, Ji Giles. (2002) "From tragedy to comedy : Political reform in Thailand."* Journal of
Contemporary Asia 32 (2) : 191-205.

The writer finds that Thailand's democracy has been profoundly influenced by mass
struggle and tragic bloodshed. The political freedom now exercised by Thai citizens is a direct
result of continuous mass struggle against dictatorship, the high points of which were the 14th
October 1973 and the May 1992 popular uprisings. Yet, at the same time, this freedom has
also had its limits defined by the brutal crushing of Thailand's socialist movement on the 6th
October 1976. This has meant that the present day parliamentary system is devoid of any
element of class politics. It is this, more than anything else, which is responsible for the
corruption and vote-buying in the electoral system. The writer also believes that recent
attempts to cleanse Thai politics using a reformed Constitution, new election laws and newly
established ‘independent bodies," such as the Election Commission and Constitutional Court,
are unlikely to succeed, since they fail to address the real basis of money politics in Thailand
and rely on a narrow structuralist approach. A more realistic route to political reform would rely
on the mobilisation of social groups on a class basis. Only when such groups organise to push
for more social equality and justice inside and outside the confines of the present structures

can there be true progress.

Keywords: Political culture, political reform, corruption, social classes, constitution
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Battersby, P. (1998) "Border politics and the broader politics of Thailand's international
relations in the 1990s : From communism to capitalism" Pacific Affairs 71 (4) : 73-xxx.

In the era of the so-called "borderless world," it is fashionable to regard the concept of
territoriality as an anachronism. The writer finds that the plans to integrate the economies of
countries sharing the resources of the Mekong Basin invite analysis in terms of the logic of
globalization. Yet, as the recent history of relations between Thailand and neighbouring
Cambodia, Myanmar and Laos emphasizes, secure borders are vital for the development of
transnational economic linkages. A pattern of territorial consolidation has emerged--assisted
rather than hindered by the ongoing incorporation of mainland Southeast Asia into the global
economy. As Thailand seeks to transform its borders from buffer zones into gateways for trade
and investment in Indochina and beyond, so has the stricter regulation of cross-border

capitalist activities become crucial to the achievement of this key regional objective.

Keywords: Political culture,capitalism,economic relations,communism
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Niyom Rathamarit. (1984) ‘Military governments in Thailand : Their politicies toward political
parties' Ph.D.Thesis University of Pittsburgh.

The focus of this study is an analysis of the Kriangsak (1977-80) and Prem (1980-1983)
governments' policies on the discrepancy between the policy stated in the constitution and the
practices of the governments toward political parties. The conceptual framework employed in
this study is group theory developed by Bentley, Latham, and Truman, which treats politics as
a struggle between groups for power. The data used in this study were assembled from
newspapers, academic journals, and books, as well as interviews with politicians, government
officials, and scholars. This study demonstrates that both Kriangsak and Prem were aware that
political parties could be useful in legitimizing their rule, but they resorted to different
techniques in dealing with them. The study suggests that Thai society is moving toward a
condition in which the military will no longer be the sole dominant actor, and in which

governments must provide channels for mass participation in the political process, which party

activities provide.

Keywords: Political culture, power, conflict, political reform, military governments





