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Jonsson, Hijorleifur, (2003) "Mien through Sports and Culture: Mobilizing Minority Identity in
Thailand" Ethnos (68)3: 317-40.

The recent importance of sports competitions and cultural displays amaong highland
ethnic minorities in Thailand suggests a growing resonance of national forms of sociability
and presentability. A national contact zone simultaneously provides a context for
unprecedented ethnic mobilization and identification among the country's minorities. Taking
the case of Thailand's Mien (Yao), the author explore the restructuring of social life that
emerges with this ethnic mobilization for sports and culture. These activities produce an
identity effect that defines Mien in national terms. The ability and need to organize in relation
to the nation facilitates the position of a select few Mien villages as the bearers of social life

and cultural traditions, and imports new forms of inequality into local life.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Mien (Yao), identity, sports, ethnic mobilization,

identification, national integration

Jonsson, Hjorleifur, (2000) "Yao Minority Identity and the Location of Difference in the South
China Borderland" Ethnos (65)1: 56-82.

The place of Yao and other ethnic minorities in official museums and histories in
China, Thailand, and Vietnam shows the state's involvement in identity politics. The
museumizing of minority identities tends to endorse markers of difference, and conceal both
the state's role in sanctioning identities and the state's suppression of the cultural and
agricultural practices that previously reproduced social difference. The framework of
modern nation-states contrasts with the explicit exclusion of upland populations by pre-
modern polities in the region, that apparent othering was about the non-state people and
had tensions among levels. This case suggests various entanglements of ‘tribal’ identities

and the state's projects, and indicates how anthropological theorizing about 'peoples’
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systemically failed to observe the historical role of the state in bifurcating the social and

natural landscape.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Mien (Yao), comparative study, nation-atate,

museums, historical study, identity

Jonsson, Hjorleifur, (2001) "Serious Fun: Minority Cultural Dynamics and National
Integration in Thailand" American Ethnologist (28)1: 151-78.

In this article, the author explores local social and cultural dynamics in the context of
the national integration of ethnic minorities. His case concerns a Mien population in Thailand
and describes various engagements of local and national spaces that center on issues of
fun. Sports competitions and culture shows resonate with other projects that reinforce the
centrality of villages in contemporary social life. For the Mien, these dynamics index a shift
from the household to the village as the subject of action. Fun and games are not

digressions from politics but are central to the serious play of everyday life.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Mien (Yao), national integration, cultural dynamic,

sports.

Jonsson, Hjorleifur, (2003) “Review Article Encyclopedic Yao in Thailand" Asian Ethnicity
(4)2: 295-301.

This paper examines the recent Encyclopedias that carry various connotations of
scientific factuality, comprehensive, and authoritative knowledge. But, like any other form of
writing which contain various implicit assumptions about the subject and the interests of the
readers. The encyclopedia features on Mien suggests that highland peoples have come to
be included in new kinds of narratives about modern Thailand, and this new focus is

grounded in Thai concerns with modernity and national identity. The publications on
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highland ethnic minorities within Thailand tend to exaggerate highlanders' contemporary
difference from Thai People. At the same time, they systemically away from any discussion
of the kinds of changes that have taken place in highland societies and cultures as a result

of engagements with Thai society during the twentieth century.

Keywords: ethnicity,northern Thailand,Mien (Yao),identity,narrative,modernity.

Jonsson, Hijorleifur, (1999) "Moving House: Migration and the Place of the Household on the
Thai Periphery" Journal of the Siam Society (87)1&2: 99-118.

This article addresses the significance of population migration in the upland areas
that ethnically and otherwise constitute a periphery of Thailand. The case draws on
fieldwork with Mien (Yao) people in Phayao Province during 1992-1994. In this research,
focus on a sojourn that had brought the ancestors of this Mien population from southern
China to the (then kingdom of) Nan during the 1870s and '80s. The migrations can bring
about various transformations rather than being solely the move of group from one place to
another, migrations also can radically alter social, cultural, and other dynamics. One point of
this examination is that various factors of local histories can influence aspects of culture,
society, and identity. Mien case also shows how people revise their history, giving the past
new kinds of significance in light of present concerns and realities. Studying how people

relate to history and society suggests a need to rethink issues of representing migration.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Mien (Yao), migration, identity, history.
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Pinkaew Laungaramsri, (1998) 'Rai, Rai Luan Loy, Rai Mun Wian and Politics of Shifting
Cultivation' A Paper Presented at Vietnamese-Thai Collaborative Workshop on "Ethnic
Communities in Changing Environment" December, 9-15, 1998. Chiang Mai, Thailand..
This paper examines the critical approach to "local knowledge" which views
"knowledge" and the uses of knowledge by knowers as strategic and contextual. This
approach argues against a monolithic and romanticized perspective towards "indigenous
knowledge". Not only does local knowledge represent “a dynamic entity that undergoes
constant modifications as the needs of the communities change", but different people use it
toward different strategic and contextual means. This paper places less stress on what
"local knowledge" is than on how it is utilized by knowers and other social groups. The state
discourse of "shifting cultivation" is instrumental; the contesting discourse of *local
knowledge" and “rotational cultivation" used by both NGOs and the Karen is idealistically
strategic and contextually responsive to the authoritative power of the state's expansion of

protected areas.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, culture and development, ideological system and

knowledge, shifting cultivation, contesting discourse

Cohen, Paul T., (1999) "Lue Ethnicity in National Context: A Comparative Study of Tai Lue
Communities in Thailand and Laos" Journal of the Siam Society (86)1-2: 49-51.

The Lue are a Tai-speaking people whose home land is the Sip Song Panna region
of Yunnan, China. There are also large Lue population in Thailand and Laos. This paper
compares Lue communities in northern Laos (Muang Sing) and northern Thailand (Nan),
focusing on the relation between Lue ethnic identification and territorial cults. The author
seeks to explain the transformation of Lue ethnic identity in terms of the way the Lue relate

to the nation-state and, in particular, to discourses of national culture and development.



15

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Nan, Lue (Tai-Lue), identity, discourse, nation state,

development

Kunstadter, Peter and Kunstadter, Sally Lennington, (1983) "Hmong (Meo) Highlander
Merchants in Lowland Thai Markets Spontaneous Development of Highland-Lowland
Interactions” Mountain Research and Development (3)4: 363-71.

This paper examines Hmong (Meo) people comprise about 11 percent of the
minority people in the Thai highlands, and are the most notorious opium producing group.
Development activities among Hmong and other opium producer have focused on
introduction of substitute cash crop and reforestation of imperata grassland. Hmong
merchants are apparently pioneers in a process which is bringing increasing numbers of
Hmong and other highlanders put of the mountains. This paper considers direct sales of
crafts and forest and farm products in lowland markets as on spontaneous response and
also comments on the indigenous view of the role of education development. Indigenous
efforts at development planning as themselves and these activities reveal about the

willingness of these people to act as entrepreneurs and to innovate.

Keywords: ethnicity, orthern Thailand, Hmong, cash crop, development, merchants, crafts,

entrepreneur

Nishimoto, Yoichi, (1998) 'Northern Thai Christian Lahu Narrative of Inferiority: History and
Ethnic Consciousness' A Paper Presented at Vietnamese-Thai Collaborative Workshop on
“Ethnic Communities in Changing Environment". Chiang Mai, Thailand.

This paper studies the history of Lahu people who have converted to Christianity in
Chiangmai. The examine implications of long-time presence of Christian among people, and
consider how these elements have contributed to the formation of the Lahu narratives of

inferiority. A simple assumption base on the narrators' social and historical backgrounds
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gives their narratives unique manners and styles. However sometime the narratives seem to
have their own life and significant distance from social realities they refer to. People's
narratives have their unique pattern style, up to their social and historical experience. In the
case of peoples deprived of power, historical consciousness becomes almost equal to

ethnic consciousness.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Chiang Mai, narrative, inferiority, Christianity, ethnic

consciousness

Schmidt-Vogt, Dietrich , (1998) "Defining Degradation: The Impécts of Swidden on Forests
in Northern Thailand" Mountain Research and Development (18)2: 135-49.

This paper reconsiders existing 'orthodox’ definitions of forest degradation by
looking at the changes in vegetation caused by swidden farming near three upland villages
in Northern Thailand. It is argued that the common belief that swidden is a degrading iand
use. Instead, swidden agriculture should be evaluated in recognition of its great diversity in
species encouraged. The case studies indicate that swiddens from Lawa and Karen ethnic
groups may provide better land management and diversity land than reforestation. But a
different swidden system in one Akha village led to species loss useful secondary regrowth.
It is argued that environment policy maker should acknowledge that many secondary forest
formation and that defining degradation from the viewpoint of one ethnic group may avoid

loss of potentially valuable forest uses defined by other.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, swidden agriculture, forest degradation,

environment policy, diversity, land management
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Tannenbaum, Nicola, (1984) "Shan Calendrics and the Nature of Shan Religion" Anthropos
(79): 505-15. ‘

This paper began as an exercise in describing the calendrical system of the Shan of
northwestern Thailand. in working out the description, the author became aware of the
relationship among Buddhist, animist, and astrological calendrical elements. This
relationship became increasingly important when | began to consider the ways the system
is used. The nature of this relationship posed a larger question in the study of Shan religion.
The connections among the elements were compatible with the analysis of Shan
cosmology. Her level of knowledge about both the calendrical system and the relationship
of its constituent parts are insufficient to make stronger claim. The calendrical system does

provide suggestive evidence from a different, but related domain.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Mae Hong Son, Tai (Shan), religion, cosmology,

calanrical system

Tannenbaum, Nicola, (1990) "The Heart of the Village: Constituent Structures of Shan
Communities" Crosswords (5)1: 23-41.

The focus on understanding ethnic groups in terms of their ideclogies, histories,
economies, and polities and examination of variations within broad context, is not simply the
glorification of ethnography and cultural trivia. Shan village one becomes aware that house
compounds and the village temple are separate bounded areas, the household, temple
tsao mong house, and the tsau wan, or heart of village, together constitute a Shan
community, which not constructed from a collection of semi-autonomous households, and
the village is not a "super-household" since it contains elements that are not represented at
the household level. Taking these groups and relating their variations to different political,
economic and historical forms make it possible to understand the dynamic processes in the

history and development of the area.
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Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Tai (Shan), history and developemnt, ethnography,

dynamic process, variations

Tannenbaum, Nicola, (1992) "Households and Villages: The Palitical-Ritual Structures of Tai
Communities" Ethnology (31): 259-74.

This paper examines the village seem natural units with an internal coherence that
binds their members together. This perception in anthropology comes from the earlier
functional theoretical orientation that produced classic ethnographies of villages. She has
regard household clusters as village or hamlets. The question of what the cluster may mean
to the people who inhabit them remains unexamined. This essay explores the ways lowland
Tai groups use rituals to mark the autonomy of households and incorporate them into
villages and larger regional groups. After describing the ritual features associated with Tai
households, villages, and supra-village groups, the political-religious organization for three

Tai groups is examined for an explanation of what village might mean.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Mae Hong Son, Tai (Shan), functional Theory, ritual,

political-religious organizayion

Durrenberger, Paul and Tannenbaum, Nicola, (1989) “Continuities in Highland and
Lowland Religions of Thailand" Journal of the Siam Society (77)1: 83-90.

This paper examines the structural unity cuts across major ethnic and linguistic
boundaries. Central aspects of the complex are power/potency, productivity how one
achieves it, and the necessity to publicly validate it through feasts and generosity.
Theravada Buddhism a similar underlying structural unity in lowland societies. Both inside
the outside observers identify these people as Buddhist and state that these societies must
be understood in Buddhist terms. The writers argue the difficult questions about continuities

in upland and lowland society or the nature of the relationship among religion, world view,
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and political economic form with the religious structure shared by lowland societies is
similar to that of the upland societies and that differences are a consequence of their

radically different political and economic form.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand,highland and lowland relation,Theravada

Buddhism,continuity

Pine, Judith M., (2002} ‘Lahu Writing and Writing Lahu: An Inquiry into the Value of
Literacy' Ph.D. Dissertation University of Washington.

Informed by fieldwork among Baptist Lahu in northern Thailand, this dissertation
explores the concept of 'literacy' as it is constructed in discourses within Thailand, in
international contexts, and in anthropological theory, illustrating the impact of this
construction on those whao are perceived as "without-writing”. In order to understand the
value that written language and the ability to read and write have in a Lahu context, and
perhaps in other contexts as well, The writer consider two very different modes within which
human beings relate to written language. On the one hand, written language is a medium of
communication, a technology for inscribing and deciphering meaningful messages. At the
same time, but separate from its action as a tool, written language is a possession
belonging to a group, marking them as people with writing, in opposition to those without
writing. The ability to read and write a language does not lead, as it logically might, to the
status of possessing writing. With the examination of this particular case, | hope to better

understand the indelibility of the "without-writing"* label.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Lahu, Baptist, discourse, social construction,

literacy, identity
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Baba, Yuji, (1993) 'The Ritual of the Guardian Spirit of the Tai-Lue and its Social
Background - the Case Study on Nan Province in Northern Thailand' Paper Presented at the
5th International Conference on Thai Studies-SOAS, London, 1993.

The paper examines the ethnic label of Tai-Lue means a group of people who
migrated from Sipsong Panna in Yunan Province in China in the 19th century. The writer
focuses on the group of people who migrated from Muang La in the eastern part of Sipsong
Panna. The culture of the Tai-Lue in Northern Thailand is very similar to that of Tai-Yuan (an
indigenous Tai group in Northern) in their ritual and their oral tradition. Especially, the main

guardian spirit, Chao Luang Muang La, controls many ancestral spirits.

Keywords: ethnicity,northern Thailand,Nan,Sipsong Panna,ritual,guardian spirit,migration

Gravers, Mikael, (1999) 'Ritual as a Medium of Power: Karen Religious Movements in
Burma (Myanmar and Thailand)' The Paper Presented in Workshop Cargo, Cult and Culture
Critique, Aarhus 25 - 28 November, 1999.

The writer suggested we could retain the term millennial, millenarian (or messianic)
for movements with prophecies, concepts of time/duration and catastrophic events.
However, author prefer to reserve cargo cult as a term for movements in the Pacific, i.e. in
its context of historical origin and construction, whilst the idea and expectation of cargo can
be aspects of utopian movements elsewhere. Author believe that the empowerment created
via ritual practice is of universal relevance to the discussion of movements such as cargo

cults, millenarian as well as other utopian movements.

Keywords: ethnicity,northern Thailand,Karen,millenarian,cargo cult,ritual,empowerment
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Hayami, Yoko, (1997) "Internal and External Discourse of Communality, Minority Claims on
Forest in the Northern Hills of Thailand" Tonan Ajia Kenkyu (Southeast Asian Studies)
(35)3: 658-79.

This paper addresses the question of land rights and forest conservation for those
on the periphery i.e. the minority hill-dwelling population, specifically, the Karen in Ban Wat
Chan of Chiang Mai. The auther discuss the twofold nature of problem. First, fand and forest
use in the community, and the internally oriented discourse of community. Second, how the
Karen resist government projects and claim their rights to livelihood based on forest land
against the background of rising nationwide concern over environmental issues. The auther
shown that communality and tradition are enacted in ritual and emphasized in discourse
become a strategy against the real trend of individualization and stratification of increasingly
dissected land within the community. Even though the recent image of the forest-dwelling
Karen who live with and sustain the forest arises from respect for and appreciation of Karen
tradition, it can also be said the Karen themselves are not of one voice. Those Karen who
find the voice to outwardly emphasize traditional Karen community and its integral
relationship to the forest are more often Christian or younger educated Karen who have

gained perspective on their practices and are able to select, strategize and promote what is

"traditional" among them.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Karen, discourse of communality, tradition, resource

tenure, environmentalism

Jonsson, Hijorleifur, (2001) "Does the House Hold? History and the Shape of Mien (Yao)"
Society Ethnohistory (48)4: 613-54.

This article reexamines accounts of Mien (Yao) ethnic minority populations in
northern Thailand, in particular generalizations about social structure in terms of household

formations. Two ethnographic accounts from the same province of Thailand during the
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1960s suggest opposite tendencies in Mien household dynamics, but each makes a case
for Mien society. This restudy proposes that the dynamics of the 1960s were largely specific
to engagements with the regional political economy and a reworking of social relations,
which led to the prominence of the household in social life. These dynamics were in and of
the twentieth century, and this article draws on a contrast with the two generations
immediately prior to what the ethnographies describe to situate households in relation to the

shape of Mien social formations.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Mien(Yao), social formation, dynamic, household,

social structure

Kwanchewan Buadaeng, (1997) 'Resistance Strategies of a Karen Leader in Northern
Thailand' The Paper Distributed of the Seminar on Methodological Issues in Ethnology-
social Anthropology Organized by the Institute of Ethnology of Vietnam in Hanoi, 15 - 18
December 1997.

This article described the case study of Karen people, in Mae Chaem district of
Chiang Mai, on the Karen's strategies and tactics used in responding to the Thai state, that
most studies focused on rebellions including the millennial uprisings which either directly or
indirectly attacked state power. However, Karen people respond to the state in their
everyday life, in contrast with Scott's [1985], The resistance carried out by the headman and

his village is linked to larger political movements and outside organizations.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Chiang Mai, Karen, everyday resistance, religion,

political movements, peasant society, strategy
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Platz, Roland, (2003) "Buddhism and Christianity in Competition? Religious and Ethnic
Identity in Karen Communities of Northern Thailand" Journal of Southeast Asian Studies
(34)3: 473 -90.

The influence of Christianity in Karen communities of Northern Thailand is
increasing. Thai Buddhism is still marginal but growing, reducing the power of traditional
beliefs, particularly ancestor worship. Despite conflicts between Christians and non-
Christians, differing attitudes among the various Christian denominations towards Karen
tradition and intra-ethnic dissociation based on religion, a distinctive Karen ethnic identity
persists irrespective of religion, though the association between religious and ethnic identity

varies.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Karen, Buddhism, Christianity ethnic, identity,

ancester worship

Tomforde, Maren, (2003) "The Global in the Local: Contested Resource-use Systems of the
Karen and Hmong in Northern Thailand" Journal of Southeast Asian Studies (34)2: 347-60.
The Karen and Hmong in Thailand have been significantly impacted by global and
national environmentalist discourses. The Karen, traditionally viewed as conservationalists,
have had to abandon much of their local knowledge. Conversely, the Hmong - long
stigmatised for their allegedly destructive swidden prsctices - have made significant
modifications in their use of resource. In this article emphasizes on environmentalism as an
analytical concept covers a large range of meanings - it is understood not only as a
coliective response to environmental degradation but also, giving the wide range of socio-
political interests and value systems involved, as a multifaceted social and political
phenomenon. Environmentalism is a discourse which involves a struggle over crucial

natural resources as well as over the symbolic power to define how environmental problems
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should be solved. As a discourse, it both reftects and influences social, economic and

political processes.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, environmentalism, discourse, resource

management, value system, symbolic power

Toyota, Mika, (2003) "Contested Chinese Identities Among Ethnic Minorities in the China,
Burma and Thai Borderlands" Ethnic and Racial Studies (26)2: 301-20.

This article examines the issue of ethnic and social identity formation among the
minority peoples who span the frontier zones of China, Burma and Thailand. Seeking to get
beyond "multiple identities" based on dichotomies of origin and destination, the author
explores the way in which identities are "trans-localized" in the context of current
transnational migration. In particular, the author investigates the discursive narratives of
Chinese identity among the people officially not categorized as "Chinese" but as "Hani" in
China and as "Akha/hill tribes" in Thailand. "Trans-localized Chinese identity” represents the
socio-cultural capital of transnational social networks through the personal experiences of
the migrants and the alternative survival strategy against externally imagined ethnic
categories enforced by various nation-states. The study draws on findings from

anthropological fieldwork carried out over the years 1994-1998.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Southeast Asian Study, Akha, identity, trans-

localities, migration, social network, holistic state

Walker, Andrew, (2001) "The 'Karen Consensus', Ethnic Politics and Resource-Use
Legitimacy in Northern Thailand" Asian Ethnicity (2)2: 145-62.
Recent Thai research on Karen ethnicity and resource management places

significant emphasis on rotational shifting cultivation (rai mun wian). A broad consensus has
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emerged that this is a relatively sustainable, ecologically friendly and subsistence-oriented
form of agriculture that is threatened by the recent intrusion of the state and the market. This
paper argues that the portrayals encompassed by this ‘Karen consensus' rely on overly
selective accounts of Karen economy and, in particular, play down the historical importance
of long-term agricultural intensification and commercial exchange. While recognizing the
importance of establishing the legitimacy of upland communities in a context of tenure
insecurity and resource conflict, the paper argues that the 'limited legitimacy' of the 'Karen
consensus' runs the risk of undermining Karen claims for a greater share of natural

resources and development assistance.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Karen, culture and development, swidden system,

Karen consensus, resource management.

Chang, Wen-Chin, (2002) "Identification of Leadership Among the KMT Yunnanese
Chinese in Northern Thailand" Journal of Southeast Asian Studies (33)1: 123-46.

This paper analyzed the leader-follower relationship among the Kuomintang (KMT)
Yunnanese Chinese in northern Thailand. While applying the theoretical framework derived
from various studies of patron-client relations, the author argues that the relations in this
case have been embedded in a particular socio-cultural context which incorporates both
Han Chinese culture and the native ethos of long-distance caravan trade. By exploring the
context, we gain insight into the interactions between the KMT leaders and their followers
that were characterized by both instrumental and emational forms. The findings are distinct
from those observed in most patron-client studies, which claim that the relations are
essentially instrumental. Furthermore, the present study challenges the monolithic picture of
Chinese immigrants in Thailand (and other places) portrayed in earlier studies, which have

confined ethnic Chinese to the homogeneous framework of Han Chinese culture and
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overlooked regional differences with regard to local socio-cultural contexts developed

through history.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Yunnan Chinese immigrant, KMT, patron-client

relations, caravan trade

Yos Santasombat, (2004) "Karen Cultural Capital and the Political Economy of Symbolic
Power" Asian Ethnicity (5)1: 105-20.

For the Karen of northern Thailand, constructing the image of Karen as forest
guardians and conservationists has produced an instrument of struggle against the official
hegemonic discourse. This image construction is the accumulation of cultural capital and its
transformation into symbolic power. The Karen cultural producers promote this strategy by
investing their local knowledge and cultural resources into political action and alliances that
reinforce their identification as 'children of the forest', in their own eyes and in the eyes of
others. Through image construction, the largely negative identities embodied in 'Karen' and
their communities-as denigrated 'hill-tribes’, forest-destroyers and illiterate peasants-are
transformed into a single social and political category defined as the 'indigenous' forest

managers.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Karen, cultural capital, ethnic identity, local

knowledge, symbolic power, discourse
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Buergin, Reiner, (2000) 'Hilltribes' and Forests: Minority Policies and Resource Conflicts in
Thailand' The Paper Presented at the Socio-Economics of Forest Use in the Tropics and
Subtropics (SEFUT) Working Paper No.7, Working Group Socio-Economics of Forest Use,
Freiburg.July 2000.

Until the 1980s, Thai policies towards the ethnic minority groups categorized as
'nilltribes’, was dominated by concerns about opium cultivation and communist insurgency.
By the 1980s, deforestation and control of resources in the uplands became important
national issues of ‘hilltribe’ policies. Since the beginning of the 1990s, strategies of territorial,
social, and political exclusion towards these ethnic minority groups, increasingly referring to
national sentiments and ideologies, are dominating conservation policies and resource
conflicts in the uplands of Thailand. State agencies, like the Royal Forest Department and
the Military, thereby try to secure and regain positions and power challenged in the
controversies on settlement and use rights in national forest reserves during the 1980s and
90s. This paper will sketch these changes of concerns and strategies of ethnic minority
policies in Thailand, concentrating on the shifts during the 1980s and 90s in the context of

the controversies on deforestation and resource conflicts in the uplands.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, hill tribes, resource conflict, assimilation, strategies,

exclusion, conservation policies

Hayami, Yoko, (2004) Between Hills and Plains: Power and Practice in Socio-Religious
Dynamics Among Karen Kyoto: Kyoto University Press.

This book address two interrelated issues in the particular context of mainland
Southeast Asia and the people called Karen. First are the continuities and disjunctures in
ritual and religious practices from the point of view of notions of power, embodied practices,
sociality and materiality. The author will examine ambiguities and interweaving of embodied

practices that create opening for redefinitions of power in rituals and religions. The second
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issue is the formation of the Karen as a minority ethnic group situated between the hills and
plains, their separation and the incorporation by the state, and their resistance to and
accommodation of the state. Examining the process of Karen ethnic category formation and
reformulation enables to reconsider the taken for granted categories against the

background of constant flows of people, goods, ideas and system that characterize this

region.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Karen, religion, ritual, resistance, power, practice,

accommodation

Renard, Ronald D. , (2000) "The Differential Integration of Hill People into the Thai State"
Civility and Savagery: Social ldentity in Tai States (63-83)Richmond: Curzon Press.

This article focuses on a single people, the Karen, but broadens the time-scale,
starting with early Buddhist definitions of people who are fit to rule and live in cities, or
muang. Renard argues that such distinctions were based on values of civility and merit,
literacy and urbanity, and not on any 'ethnic’ criterion. From the mid-nineteenth century,
however, the process began of transforming Karen from subjects into citizens; a process
which he shows 'involves many of the problems found in Thai state formation'. Specifically
'the very conceptual basis of Thai civilization changed, so too did the notion of what it meant

to be Tai and Kha'.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Karen, cultural and development, Buddhism,

distinction, contesting identity
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Tapp, Nicholas, (2000) "Ritual Relations and Identity: Hmong and Others" Civility and
Savagery: Social Identity in Tai States (84-103)Richmond: Curzon Press.

This article examines the role of peripheries in the construction of the cultural and
political centers, in particular two-way practices of appropriations and incorporation of the
most physical and metabolic kind-of alien powers. The author compares Tai absorption of
aboriginal Lua' rituals and Hmong absorption of Chinese elements in shamanic practice. His
argument that incorporation of elements of dominant culture may constitute ‘a successful
challenge mounted on the center by the periphery' rather than 'a triumph of hegemonic
discourse' chailenges many theories of cultural domination or hegemony. Finally, he argues
strongly against the reification of cultural essences in the construction of ethnic minority

identity

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Hmong, Tai (Lua), ritual, identity, absorption,

gender, hegemony, periphery

Alting von Geusau, Leo, (2000) "Akha internal History: Marginalization and the Ethnic
Alliance System" Civility and Savagery: Social Identity in Tai States (122-58)Richmond:
Curzon Press.

In this article studies intensive ethnographical and historical of many centuries the
Akha have mainly interacted with Tai states of various sorts, whereas in Thailand. Tai are the
principal 'other' for Akha. But only recently have Akha/Hani people themselves become
aware of the widest extent of their own unity, despite dispersal and separation in some
cases for as long as six hundred years. Alting von Geusau carefully reconstructs both an
'internal’ Akha historical account of themselves-based crucially on a 64 generation
genealogy and other oral texts and forms of traditional knowledge of great complexity-and

an ‘external' account which provides corroboration or interleaving commentary on key

elements.
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Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, marginalization, genealogy, oral text, traditional,

knowledge

Ratanaporn Sethakul, (2000) "Tai Lue of Sipsongpanna and Muang Nan in the Nineteenth-
Century" Civility and Savagery: Social Identity in Tai States (319-29)Richmond: Curzon
Press.

This article shows the importance of rituals of local and state identities in the
principality of Nan. But here the 'minorities' were themselves Tai, more and less voluntarily
resettled after wars and other disturbances. They had to conform to and recognize the
powers of state level rituals, but they were able to retain and develop-albeit under license
for there were lingering suspicions as to the loyalty of such migrants-their own local cult in
which they often memorialized their previous lords or the founders of new settlements. Such
practices enable the Tai Lue of one community near Chiang Mai still to claim and in a sense
recall links of descent going back 600 years. And this is despite a parallel process of
various sorts of Tai and non-Tai taking on a more or less generic Khon Muang political and

cultural identity.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Nan, Tai (Lue), migration, ritual, identity

Tapp, Nicholas, (2000) "A New Stage in Tai Regional Studies: The Challenge of Local
Histories" Civility and Savagery: Social ldentity in Tai States (351-9)Richmond: Curzon
Press.

This article summarizes on the contributions in the "Civility and Savagery: Social
[dentity in Tai States" to show the viewpoint of Thai cultural studies, it is now down to the
efforts of individual minority specialists to show, in detail, the relations of given populations
with the larger state structures and policies which have defined them. Since, the

International Conference on Tai Studies, a new stage in the sub-regional studies has been
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reached. The ethnic minority specialists have fruitfully combined a new way with the
specializing in Thai/Tai studies to examine the historical legacies of a communal past and
some of the inter-relationships and conflicts of the present. Therefore, Thai studies move
towards a recognition of the strength of cultural diversity within both traditional Tai states
and modern Thailand, studies of the non-Tai ethnic minorities are moving towards a
recognition of much more extensive relations with the Tai than have been generally

recognized in the past.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Tai, Thai study, identity, state policy

Hinton, Peter, (1983) "Why the Karen do not Grow Opium: Competition and Contradiction in
the Highlands of North Thailand" Ethnology (22)1: 1-16.

This paper attempts to explain why the Karen do not cultivate opium poppy in a
region where it offers the highest cash returns for any crop. Its initiai claim is that their small
nuclear family production units simply lack the manpower for the intensive cultivation which
the poppy requires. But this argument raises further questions. Is the Karen social system
so inflexible that its members are unable to bend the rules to suit their circumstances? Are
there any aspects of their system which allows them scope to maneuver? If so, to what

extent are these utilized? Or, if their system serves them so poorly, why does it persist?

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Karen, cultural and development, opium, labor

system, poor
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Turton, Andrew, (1980) "Thai Institutions of Slavery" Asian and African Systems of Slavery
(251-91)Oxford: Basil Blackwell.

This article shows the distinctive features of Thai institutions of slavery. Slaves
originated from both outside and inside the social formation: from outside, from other states
and hill peoples, by trading, raiding and warfare; and from inside chiefly through
indebtedness and juridical confiscation. The origin of slaves had little bearing on the uses of
their labor, nor did outside origin lead to a marked or permanent 'outsider' status. Both
outsiders and insiders reproduced themselves as a slave labor force. The possibility of
enfranchisement was however far more likely for those originating from inside, especially
slaves for debt, though not all these were redeemable. After enfranchisement, there was

virtually nothing approximating a 'freedman’ status.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, slavery, social formation, labor, freeman

Kwanchewan Buadaeng, (2003) "Khuba Movements and the Karen in Northern Thailand:
Negotiating Sacred Space and Identity" Cultural Diversity and Conservation in the Making
of Mainland Southeast Asia ... (262-33)Bangkok: Amarin Printing and Publishing Public
Company Limited.

The Khuba Movement is led by a Buddhist monk who is believed to be a ton bun,
literally meritorious person, in the construction of monasteries and other relate infrastructure
throughout northern Thailand. Through the construction of sacred monuments in the
peripheral areas of the nation-state. The paper put forward the idea that sacred space has
been constructed by Khuba and his followers based on localized Buddhist legend, myths
and local practices. The Karen, Lue and other local ethnic groups participate in these rituals
to gain protecting power and to take part in the construction of the millennium on earth. This
millennium can be realized by the equal and respectful relations among varied ethnic

groups the construction, by the sense of prosperous space which is created outside the
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control of the state and the Sangha. However, by exploring details of the construction
projects and the relationship between Khuba and the Sangha and the state of Khuba
Movement, the writer argue that characteristics of sacred space and participants' identity
can be variant from one to another Khoba Movement as a result of different strategies -
among powerful parties within different socio-economic and political context. This confirms
the non-essentialist nature of space and identity and that their boundaries could as the

result of the negotiation of its meanings.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Karen, Buddhism, identity, sacred space, contested

meaning, Khuba, ton bun

Hayami, Yoko , (2003) "Meat-Consumption, Feasting and Commensality among Karen in
the Context of Socio-Religious Changes in the Upland-Lowland Continuum" Cultural
Diversity and Conservation in the Making of Mainland Southeast Asia... (348-74)Bangkok:
Amarin Printing and Publishing Public Company Limited.

Food and the sharing of it provide central idioms in Karen ritual and social life in the
hills of Thailand - there are unwritten rules about the proper sharing of food within and
outside the household and community, while feeding others, both human beings as well as
spirits, is a form of controlling power. Among Karen, sacrifice of small livestock (primarily
pig and chicken) is also central to their ritual practices. This paper analyses the ritual and
social practices of meat consumption and feasting among Karen, and the implication of the
practices towards socio-religious dynamics. The writer argue that the practices to wards
maintaining social order is through mediation, control and constitution in the sacrificial
feasting, with differing social configuration from egalitarian to ranked societies. The
difference between upland and lowiand, may locate varieties in the configuration of notion
of power and practices when we focus on meat feasting abstention from meat, and on

sacrifice/non-sacrifice of livestock in the upland-lowland continuum.
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Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Karen, consumption, socio-religious, community,

ritual, social practices, feasting, food, sharing

Bryant, Raymond, (1997) "Kawthoolei and Teak: Karen Forest Management on the Thai-
Burmese Border" Watershed (3)1:.

This article focuses on Kawthoolei that has been heavily dependent on teak
extraction to fund the Karen National Union struggle against the Burmese military junta, the
State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC). The writer explores the social and
economic structure of Kawthoolei, and the way in which resource extraction was more than

simply a source of revenue it was also an integral part of the assertion of Karen sovereignty.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Karen, resources management, border, sovereignty,

Karen National Union (KNU)

Kammerer, Cornelia Ann, (1987) 'Minority Identity in the Mountains of Northem Thailand:
The Akha Case' Cultural Survival Report 22, Southeast Asian Tribal Groups and Ethnic
Minorities Prospects for the Eighties and Beyond. Proceeding of a Conference Co-
sponsored by Cultural Survival, Inc. and the Department of Anthropology, Havard
University..

The author did research in the community in Thailand's Chiang Rai Province where
crowded with ceremonies including annual ancestor offerings, rituals concemed with
swidden rice cultivation, and yearly community-based rites. In this paper focuses on an
ethnic minority called "Akha" which facing the integrating of modern nation-state of Thailand
and members of this "perennial minority group" encounter an unprecedented challenge not
only to their cultural survival but also to their physical survival. Among Thai in general and
among govemment representatives in particular there is the split between those who see

national integration as the homogenization of disparate parts into a united whole.
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Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Chiang Rai, Akha, identity, national integration

Rhum, Michael R., (1987) 'The Future of the Past in Northern Thailand' Cultural Survival
Report 22, Southeast Asian Tribal Groups and Ethnic Minorities Prospects for the Eighties
and Beyond. Proceeding of a Conference Co-sponsored by Cultural Survival, Inc. and the
Department of Anthropology, Havard University.

This article observations for Thailand during the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. The heroic efforts were made to remodel the traditional Siamese state on the
model of the Western nation-states, as part of the Siamese monarchy's strategy for resisting
the colonialist powers. During this period, a new-found concern arose with clerly
demarcated territorial boundaries and the centralization of administration, education and
church (Sangha). This transformation required the creation of a national Thai identity, which
in turn required some degree of homogenization of various regional cultures and languages.
This situation has been completely transformed. Lanna has become northern Thailand and
the northern Thailand peoples are supposed to have become Thai. The hill peoples’
experience were different and difficult. For them, they are considered less Thai than other

Thais.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Lanna identity, homoginization, transformation

Yang, Bo, (1987) Golden Triangle: Frontier and Wildermess Hongkong: Joint Publishing
Co..

The Golden Triangle denotes the triangular expanse of land which sprawls over
thecommon borders of Burma, Laos and Thailand. Producing seventy five percent of the
world's narcotics, it is the greatest source of hard drugs in human history and the worid's

largest producer of narcotics. The author ventures deep into this border area of northern
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Thailand and he unravels the mystery of Golden Triangle, recounting the story of an opium

dynasty, the capture and rescure of Khun Sa.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, opium trade, Golden Triangle

Baba, Yuji, (*1995) "The Social Background of Rituals for Tutelary Spirits Among the Tai-
Lue of Northern Thailand: Preserving Memories of an Ethnic Migration” Institutive of
Anthropology (5)-: -.

This study investigated the assertion of ethnic identity among the Tai-Lue dwelling in
Nan Province, who are in many respects quite culturally close to the region's predominant
ethnic group, the Tai-Yuan. Because of the development now taking place in the rural areas
of Thailand the Tai-Lue have been attempting to more clearly demarcate their cultural
differences from the Tai-Yuan, pointing to their production of distinctive fabrics and other

ethnic products, and to their practice of certain characteristic religious rituals.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Nan, Tai-Lue, ethnic identity, ritual, tutelary spirit

Trankell, Ing-Britt, (*1995) Cooking, Care, and Domestication: A Culinary Ethnography of
the Tai Yong, Northern Thailand Gotab Stockholm: .

This book examines the production, preparation and consumption of food in its total
socio-cultural context, a little-known ethnic group in northern Thailand, Tai Yong. The Yong
are Buddhist wet rice cultivators in term of cultural values. The Yong cuisine is show to be
related to their cultural meaning and cosmological significance. The technology of cooking
is examines in detail and related to the use of domestic space, as well as to the culturally
determined gender relations. The role and meaning of food in connection with the various

events in the individual's life cycle is shown to add to our understanding not only of the
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symbolic significance of the composition of differentof ceremonial meals, but also of the

ideas about the place of man in the total Buddhist cosmology of the Yong.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, ethnography, Yong, cooking, space, gender relation

Prasit Leepreecha, (2001) 'Kinship and Identity Among Hmong in Thailand' Ph.D.
Dissertation of Anthropology University of Washington.

This thesis interested in Hmong kinship identity in contemporary Thailand has been
culturally reshaped by the Thai state integration and assimilation policies, Christian and
Buddhist missionization. Hmong have used these modern contexts to strengthen their
kinship and ethnic identities. Based on research conducted in Maesa Mai, A Hmong village
in Chiang Mai Province, and among Hmong dwellers in urban Chiang Mai and vicinities.
Thesis examines the Hmong kinship system, how it is traditionally reproduced through daily
activities; the reshaping of Hmong kinship identities by the national government's
registration and educational system, lowland Thai public culture, Buddhist and Christian
missinization; and how Hmong people incorporate their kinship with modern technologies

and knowledge, in order to strengthen their identity.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Chiang Mai, Hmong, kinship system, religion,

identity, national integration

Waranoot Tungittiplakorn, (1995) “Highland-Lowland Conflict Over Natural Resources: A
Case of Mae Soi, Chiang Mai, Thailand" Society and Natural Resources (8)4: 279-88.

This paper examines the ongoing conflict between the Hmong highlanders and the
ethnic Thai lowlanders over the Mae Soi watershed of Chiang Mai in northern Thailand. The
study shows that highlanders and lowlanders have asymmetrical perceptions of the conflict

and its solutions. Lowlanders perceive the conflict as mainly environmental, highlanders
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reduce the water quantity and quality. Highlanders indicated more diverse social, political
and economic factors as the cause of the conflict. It is inconclusive, however, that the

conflict originated from the environmental issue.
Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Chiang Mai, Hmong, resource conflict, watershed

Delang, Claudio O., (2003) Living at the Edge of Thai Society: The Karen in the Highlands
of Northern Thailand London: Routledge Curzon .

The Karen is one of the major ethnic minority groups in the Himalayan highlands,
living predominantly in the border area between Thailand and Burma. As the largest ethnic
minority in Thailand, they have often been in conflict with the Thai majority. This book is the
first major ethnographic and anthropological study of the Karen. In the first section this
anthropological study of the group focuses upon their ethnic identity and the way that the
Karen negotiate their position within Thai society. The second section analyses aspects of
social life in the Karen communities, while the third section deals with social and economic
adaptation that has been necessary due to government intervention and its restriction of
land use. Based on original, empirical anthropoiogical research, Living at the Edge of Thai
Society assesses the socio-economic consequences of globalization on an ethnic minority
in a developing country. This book will appeal to those studying ethnic minorities in

Southeast Asia from an anthropological, Asianist or cultural studies perspective.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Karen, culture and development, ethnic identity,

globalization, national integration
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Kanstrup-Jensen, Annette , (2004) 'Constraints on Capability Formation of Indigenous
Communities - the Case of Human Development among Akha and Hmong Groups in South
East Asia' Paper Presented at the International Conference Impact of Globalization,
Regionalism and Nationalism on Minority Peoples in Southeast Asia15-17 November 2004,
Chiang Mai Thailand.

The conceptualisation of human development is different. For some indigenous
population groups in South East Asia the concept means: 'to become a human being',
'knowledge' and 'learning’. National capacity building strategies rely on human beings as
capital. The acquisition of education and skills are ‘indirect’ values that are essential for
functioning and inclusion in economic and political life. The 'direct' values acquired through
education should make people able to lead the lives they have reason to value, and to
enable them to choose. Capability formation among indigenous communities is therefore
among other things a question of whether education should reproduce the dominant culture
or enrich and cultivate human potential. The dilemma can be epitomized in the question of
how a meaningful education for the indigenous people to take part in a modernising

process can be created while preserving fundamental elements of their cultural heritage.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Southeast Asian Study, comparative study, culture

and development, social value, education, modernization

Walker, Anthony R. , (2004) 'Karen and Lahu: Ethnic Affiliation or Baptist Imagination? A
Paper in Memory of Dr. Peter Hinton (1939-2004)" Paper Presented at International
Conference Impact of Globalization, Regionalism and Nationaiism on Minority Peoples in
Southeast Asia15-17 November 2004, Chiang Mai Thailand.

This paper interested in Peter Hinton studies about Karen and Lahu cuitural
repertoires, especially in the religious domain, where both had a tradition of lost writing that

would one day be returned to them in the form of a golden (for the Karen) or silver/white (for
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the Lahu) book. Converts to Christianity among both peoples were quick to interpret the
coming of Christianity and its holy book, The Bible, in terms of their respective legends of
the lost writing. This paper argues that it was Ba Te who persuaded William Marcus Young
of the truth of Karen-Lahu affiliations and that Young (and doubtless many Christian Lahu
who had been taught be Karen missionaries) passed the tradition to Harold Mason and
Oliver Gordon Young in turn. In other words, the claim for a close ethnic affiliation between
Karen and Lahu rests on Baptist missionary ideclogy, not on sound ethnological or linguistic

evidence.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, religion, Christain conservation, missionary, myth

Strassen, Carina zur, (2004) 'Finding the Path While Walking: Negotiations of Lahu
Peoples' Ethnic ldentity' Paper Presented at International Conference impact of
Globalization, Regionalism and Nationalism on Minority Peoples in Southeast Asia15-17
November 2004, Chiang Mai Thailand.

The cultural assimilation has resulted in highland communities' social disintegration,
economic dependencies and spiritual alienation, it was found that unilaterally steered
processes may not bring about sustainable results; technocratic development effects may
be little more than transferring 'know-how' without knowing the destinatory. Thorough
observations of inter-ethnic relationships are needed. While official agents may still prefer
unilaterally designed development models, scholars' interest increasingly focuses on
participatory approaches that permit bilateral processes of awareness-building. This paper
attempts to raise awareness by discussing aspects of Lahu Na Sheleh identity in terms of
collective responses to inter-ethnic experiences. It deals with Lahu peoples' changing
concepts and perspectives, distantiation from traditional practices, and costs they pay for
wanting to overcome most basic standards of survival. It advocates self-defined

developments.
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Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Lahu, identity, cultural assimilation, paticipation

approach, awareness

Chumpol Maniratanavongsiri, (2004) '‘Changing Labour Organisation in Karen Society in
Thailand' Paper Presented at the International Conference Impact of Globalization,
Regionalism and Nationalism on Minority Peoples in Southeast Asia15-17 November 2004,
Chiang Mai, Thailand.

This paper discusses and analyzes contemporary change in the organisation of
labour among the Karen in northern Thailand. It describes traditional systems of labour,
including household, exchange, paid and co-operative labour. It also provides an analysis
of how these traditional forms of labour have changed since the Karen emerged from the
isolation of rural villages and came into increased contact with the outside world. Traditional
labour organisation has been affected by social and economic change, including increased
access to education, improvements in infrastructure and technology and the implementation

of government rural development and conservation policies.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Karen, labour organization, development.

McCaskill, Don, (2004) "Fix" and "Flux": Responding to Globalization and Nationalism - The
Emergence of New tdentities Hmong the Hmong in Northern Thailand' Paper Presented at
International Conference Impact of Globalization, Regionalism and Nationalism on Minority
Peoples in Southeast Asia15-17 November 2004, Chiang Mai Thailand.

This paper will examine the complex impacts of globalization and nationalism on the
culture and identities of Hmong people in a village in Northern Thailand. Globalization and
nationalism can lead to a "fixing" or "closing" of ethnic boundaries and affirming old identities
as a response of ethnic minorities to rapid social change and assimilative forces.

Conversely, they also contribute to a “flux" or *flow" of identities as members of ethnic



42

minorities attempt to respond to their changing circumstances as they are integrated into
the nation state and an increasingly globalized world. The paper will consider the current
debates over the impacts of globalization and nationalism on cultures in the developing
world. It will outline the creation of Hmong objective reality (culture) and subjective reality
(identity) employing concepts of meaning, symbols, typifications, roles, institutions,
legitimation, symbolic universes, social categorization, hybridity, boundary, habitus, cultural

capital, multiculturalism, ethnicity, socialization, and power.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Hmong, nationalism, globalization, identity

Haaland, Gunnar, (2004) 'Globalization of Interaction Systems and the Culture in Ethnicity'
Paper Presented at International Conference Impact of Globalization, Regionalism and
Nationalism on Minority Peoples in Southeast Asia15-17 November 2004, Chiang Mai
Thailand.

This article deals with migrations of Nepalese from Nepal towards South East Asia -
first to Myanmar as soldiers in British Gurkha regiments from the 1880s, and later as
labourers and traders to Thailand from 1980s. The theme of this paper is the effects of living
in these different socio-cultural and politico-economic environments have had on the
migrants conception of ethnic identity, as well as on the cultural codes and values in terms
of which they understand and act in these environments.Gurkha soldiers inviting Branmin
priests to perform Hindu rituals; construction of Hindu temples; organisation of private
schools teaching children Nepali; organization of Nepali specific associations; and most
importantly selecting spouses from the Nepali community. Still this is not sufficient to make
Nepali identity compelling for everybody and there is a trickle of Nepalese crossing the
boundary to the host community, primarily through marriage, acquisition of citizenship, and

employment in public administration or in the army (relevant in Myanmar).
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Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Nepalese, South East Asian Study, culture and

development, migration, transnational, ethnic identity

Bechstedt, Hans-Dieter , (2004) 'Global Economy and Social Networking: A Case Study
from Northern Thailand' Paper Presented at the International Conference Impact of
Globalization, Regionalism and Nationalism on Minority Peoples in Southeast Asia15-17
November 2004, Chiang Mai, Thailand.

This paper presents the case studies from Pang Ma Pha District of Mae Hong Son
province based on research carried out between 2001 and 2003. In this situation, an actor-
oriented approach appears to be a promising analytical framework as it goes beyond a
functionalist perspective and aims to relate the different livelihood strategies of different
groups with a set of organizational practices that are, in these cases, primarily concerned
with access to and utilization of natural resources. Through a social interface analysis the
concepts of development assistance are 'deconstructs' and the way can be explored in
which discrepancies of social interests,cultural interpretations and power relations are
mediated at critical points of encounter between and among local villagers, government

officials, development experts and other groups involved.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Mae Hong Son, neutral resource management,

fivelihood strategy, power relation

Pine, Judith M., (2004) 'Upland Peoples in an Ecology of Literacies: Borders, Identity,
Evidence and Voice' Paper Presented at International Conference Impact of Globalization,
Regionalism and Nationalism on Minaority Peoples in Southeast Asia15-17 November 2004,
Chiang Mai Thailand.

This paper argues, exists in northern Thailand, The writer will consider three cases

in addition to that of the Lahu. Taking as a given the dominance of standard or central Thai,
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and its system of writing {much as one might take for granted global consumer capitalism),
She want here to focus on a smaller segment of what is arguably a global economy of
writing. To achieve this focus, She begins with a bounded geographic region, northern
Thailand. First provide a brief sketch of the political history of the region, then compare the
relationships with writing of four groups: the Lahu, the Yuan (Khon Muang or northern Thai),

the Karen and the Hmong.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Lahu, identity, literary, history, comparative study

Kwanchewan Buadaeng, (2004) 'Christian Conversion and Ethnic Identity: Cases of the
Akha and the Karen in Northern Thailand' Paper Presented at International Conference
Impact of Globalization, Regionalism and Nationalism on Minority Peoples in Southeast
Asia15-17 November 2004, Chiang Mai Thailand.

| The paper describes the process of Christian conversion among the Akha and the
Karen hill peoples of Northern Thailand. It asserts that individuals decide to convert to
Christianity because they find it difficult and impractical to practice their traditional cults due
to change in the conditions of the practices. The paper points out that there is similarity in
the reason for changing among the Karen and the Akha people. But due to their more
complex religious structure, the Akha converts much later. The paper also argues that
ethnicity is not a factor in this process of conversion. As the Christian churches in Thailand
are nationalized, Christian conversion is not a sign of resistance or the attempt to stand
apart from Thai society. It is in fact the way one chooses to better integrate to the modern

and global society.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, ethnic identity, Christian conservation, comparative

study, national integration
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Kook, Lee Sang, (2004) 'Connected People and Linked Places: The Karen Refugees, the
Refugee Camps and Connection' Paper Presented at International Conference Impact of
Globalization, Regionalism and Nationalism on Minority Peoples in Southeast Asia15-17
November 2004, Chiang Mai Thailand.

The series of the influx of the Karen refugees have attracted many researchers on
the situations of the Karen refugees inside the refugee camps. Existing literature exclusively
confine their focuses to the refugees inside a particular refugee camp. Based on field
research in 1999-2000 and 2003-2004 in a refugee camp and a border town, this paper
strives to show how refugee camps are connected among them, how a central camp and a
town play the roles of linking the refugee camps, and how the linkage extends beyond the
Thailand-Burma borderlands. However, my findings reveal that although the Karen root their
lives in precarious places, they keep pushing their lives forward, connected to other areas.
Furthermore, this paper shows that the refugee camps became new domains or new

provincial areas, centrally and administratively connected, and outwardly linked.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, border land, Karen, refugee, social network

Gravers, Mikael , (2004) 'Moving From the Edge - Karen Strategies of Modemizing
Tradition' Paper Presented at the International Conference Impact of Globalization,
Regionalism and Nationalism on Minority Peoples in Southeast Asia15-17 November 2004,
Chiang Mai Thailand.

This paper is a critical assessment and discussion of the key concepts used to
characterize the Karen in recent debates, such as: "marginal”, "peripheral’, *living on the
edge". Are these terms adequate in order to understand the Karen situation in relations to
history and the State in Thailand. The strategic use of the concept 'rotational agriculture' (rai
mun wian) a romanticism or a counter-concept to bureaucratic classification as ‘nomadic'

and 'shifting’.? Are we able to explain how the Karen attempt to convert modemity into their

-~
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custom? The paper probes into these complex and difficult questions. It suggests, very
tentatively, using some alternative concepts from the recent anthropological debates such
as "segmentation" and "localization”. Finally, the paper provides a brief example from one

Karen community as an illustration of the discussion.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Karen, modernization, marginalization, shifting

cultivation, decentralization

Badenoch, Nathan, (2004) 'Social Relations in the Upland Landscape of Northern Thailand:
Hmong Responses of Resource Scarcity' Paper Presented at the International Conference
Impact of Globalization, Regionalism and Nationalism on Minority Peopies in Southeast
Asia15-17 November 2004, Chiang Mai, Thailand.

This paper examines Hmong village in Mae Chaem District, provide an important
context for dealing with land shortage, competition for water resources, resource conflict
with neighboring villages and supply of wage labor. For each of these issues, the evolving
balance between household, clan and village based governance processes is key to
understanding how changes in a contemporary Hmong village occur. Analysis of these
social interactions is essential for understanding the real potential of bottom-up approaches
that have come to dominate development thinking. Specifically, community-based natural
resources management and political devolution, both components of the decentralization
process to which the Thai government has committed itself, are dependent upon local
peoples' capacity and willingness to engage. The question faced by all upland communities

in Mae Chaem is not one of 'to engage or not', but rather, 'how to engage, and on what

terms'.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Chiang Mai, Hmong, resources management
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Tapp, Nicholas, (2004) 'Agency and Intervention in Northern Thailand' Paper Presented at
the International Conference Impact of Globalization, Regionalism and Nationalism on
Minority Peoples in Southeast Asia15-17 November 2004, Chiang Mai Thailand.

This paper examines the developmental situation over the past 25 years since 1989
for the ethnic minorities of northern Thailand, with particular reference to the Hmong. It
argues that the general transition away from a poppy-based cultivation system should not
be seen as a result of the direct impact of crop substitution and development programmes,
which themselves had only a limited impact, but should be considered in a much wider
social and development setting, in which the agency of the minority peoples themselves has
been fundamental. It considers Renard's recent book on the subject, as well as my own

previous ethnography, in some detail and with reference to other work on northern Thailand.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thaitand, Hmong, culture and development, opium, transition

Pattana Kittiarsa, (2004) 'Beyond Syncretism: Hybridization of Popular Religion in
Contemporary Thailand' Paper Presented at the International Conference Impact of
Globalization, Regionalism and Nationalism on Minority Peoples in Southeast Asia15-17
November 2004, Chiang Mai Thailand.

This paper challenges the dominant paradigm in the studies of Thai religion. By
taking the worship of multi-original deities in the popular spirit-medium cults in
contemporary Thailand as a case study. The author argues that practitioners and specialists
working on Thai religious studies need to refresh and update their analytical paradigm.
Syncretism is a proven analytical paradigm in the studies of Thai religion, but it is not a
perennial or flawless one. It examines the roots and routes of deities worshipped by their
mediums and followers in the urban-based, popular spirit cults. How and why have these
deities come to co-exist in the same spirit cults and were widely adhered by spirit-shrine

goers in contemporary Thailand? While the cling of the proposition that Thai religion by and
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large has maintained its syncretic outlook, It argues that the focal point for students and
specialists of Thai religion is not harmonious continuities and transformations of a

syncretistic religious system, but ruptures and breaks away from its complex tradition.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Buddhism, spirit medium, syncretism, hybridization,

complexity, cult

Prasit Leepreecha, (2004) 'Modern Technology and the Reproduction of Hmong Ethnic
Identity' Paper Presented at the International Conference Impact of Globalization,
Regionalism and Nationalism on Minority Peoples in Southeast Asia15-17 November 2004,
Chiang Mai Thailand.

This paper have argument the Hmong live in different parts of the world or across
the state boundaries, and their ethnic identity of shared memory has been gradually shaped
in the context of nationalism, regionalization and globalization, they still share the same
identity of Hmong-ness. Modern technologies play an important role in reproducing and
disseminating Hmong stories of shared memory, both those practiced for a long time and
also those recently created, among Hmong people who have been scattered in different
parts of the world. Ethnographic fieldwork for this project was carried out in a Hmong
community of Paklang in Nan Province, urban Chiang Mai of Northern Thailand and

Wenshan of Yunnan Province in Southwestern China.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, identity, nationalism, globalization, technology
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O Brien, Scott, (2004) ‘Karen Perspectives on Schooling in their Communities: Indigenous
Knowledge and Western Models of Education' Paper Presented at the International
Conference Impact of Globalization, Regionalism and Nationalism on Minority Peoples in
Southeast Asia15-17 November 2004, Chiang Mai Thailand.

This research is an exploration of the potential for Indigenous people to decolonise
their education systems in the process towards selfdetermination. The Karen are an
indigenous people of Burma, who have survived centuries of oppression at the hands of the
Burman feudal system. For the past fiftyfive years they have been engaged in a struggle for
self-determination against the Burmese military junta. This research examines the extent to
which Eurocentric knowledge and values continue to frame Karen education which is
central to this nationalist project. Through an examination of the experiences and insights of
Karen Elders, administrators, and teachers, the thesis raises questions about the relevance
ofschooling which fails to valorize Karen traditional knowledge and ways of knowing to the

Karen struggle for self-determination.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Karen, colonization, education system, refugee,

nationalism

Wiewel, E.W., (2005) "Injection Prevalence and Risks Among Male Ethnic Minority Drug
Users in Northern Thailand" Routledge (Part of the Taylor & Francis Group) (17)1: 102 -
10.

Thailand's rate of HIV due to drug use is increasing, and nearly one-half of clients at
a drug treatment centre in the north are from marginalized ethnic minority groups. This
paper describes and compare socio-demographics, drug use, and sexual practices across
ethnic minority people presenting for treatment at the Northern Drug Treatment Center, Mae
Rim, Thailand. Younger age, speaking Thai language, having a job with higher contact with

Thais, and prior drug detoxification were significantly associated with injection in
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multivariate analysis, while Hmong and Lisu ethnicity were protective. Using occupation and
language as proxies, contact with Thais and concomitant acculturation may be a risk for
injection among this population. The inadvertent consequences of acculturation as it relates

to injection and HIV risk must be addressed.
Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Chiang Mai, drug use, acculturation, HIV/AIDS

Beyrer, C., Celentano, D. D. et al, (1997) "Widely Varying HIV Prevalence and Risk
Behaviours Among the Ethnic Minority Peoples of Northern Thailand" AIDS Care (9)4: 427 -
39 .

The writer compares HIV prevalence, risk behaviours, and social and sexual norms
among nine ethnic minority (Hilltribe) groups in northern Thailand. Communities were
selected on the basis of size, ethnicity, development level and geography. Subjects (15-45
years) were stratified by gender and selected by household using two-stage randomization.
Forty volunteers were identified in each of 27 villages. Participation was voluntary and
informed consent was obtained. HIV infection status was determined using ELISA and
Western Blot on saliva samples. Risks for HIV were measured with structured interviews
using local languages.HIV rates, social norms and sexual behaviour varied considerably
among ethnic groups, as did attitudes toward commercial sex work and use. HIV prevention
needs to target the Shan, Akha, and Yao communities, and to focus on reduction of brothel

work and use. The references of this article are secured to subscribers.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, HIV/AIDS, health, sexuality, hill tribe
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Delang, Claudio O., (2002) "Deforestation in Northern Thailand: The Result of Hmong
Farming Practices or Thai Development Strategies?" Society & Natural Resources  (15)6:
483 - 501 .

This article explores the social, economic, and political context of deforestation and
watershed degradation in the highlands of northern Thailand. After the Second World War,
the Thai government began promoting the colonization of the highlands, encouraging
lowland landless farmers, agribusinesses, and logging companies to colonize and deforest
the highlands. In the 1980s, the Thai government declared the closure of the frontier and
gave the Royal Forest Department (RFD) the role of protecting the nation's forests and
reforesting the denuded areas. Based on information gathered in a Hmong village and an
RFD station, the article argues not only that the RFD is unsuccessful in dealing with the
problems, but that its policies ultimately lead to further deforestation, worsen the present
water imbalance, and result in the harassment of the resident ethnic minorities, who are held

responsible for the negative effects.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, colonization, resources management, watershed

McKinnon, Katharine , (2005) "(fm)Mobilization and Hegemony: 'Hill Tribe' Subjects and the
‘Thai' State" Social & Cultural Geography (6)1: 31 -46 .

This paper explores how highland subjects have been transformed as the
emergence of the Thai state has imposed concrete and regulated boundaries demarcating
Thailand, and a Thai people. Building on historical narratives in which the freedoms of the
past are counterpoised with the closely governed present, the author present a more
complex and contradictory picture of the national subjects in Thailand. The author discuss
the citizenship movement, in which activists have been fighting for citizenship status for
highlanders through a strategy that seeks a place for highland people within hegemonic

discourses of the nation-state and belonging. The citizenship movement establishes a new



52

"Thai hill tribe’ subject position, formed in opposition to its constitutive outside--the 'non-Thai
hill tribe’. And as highlanders find new ways to fit with the hegemony of the nation-state,
both more fixed and more mobile subject positions open up as Thai-ness and its ‘others' are

redefined.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, hegemony, citizenship, development discourse, hill

tribe, nation state

Wood, Robert E. , (1998) "Touristic Ethnicity: A Brief ltinerary" Ethnic and Racial Studies
(21)2: 218 - 41 .

Touristic ethnicity is increasingly important for understanding ethnic relations,
culture and identity in the world today. Empirically, this reflects the spread and importance
of the tourism industry and its many ramifications for ethnicity. Theoretically, it is argued that
the study of touristic ethnicity constitutes a particularly fruitful strategy for deepening our
understanding of the construction of ethnic identities and relations generally. This two-
pronged empirical and theoretical argument is developed in relation to three phenomena: 1)
tourism as a form of ethnic relations; 2) the development of touristic ethnic cultures, in which
interaction with tourism becomes an integral part of the construction of ethnic identity; and
3) the dedifferentiation of the tourist realm, such that touristic modes of visualization and

experience become characteristics of the expression and consumption of ethnicity.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, culture and development, tourism, identity.

Jonsson, Hijorleifur , (2004) "Mien Alter-Natives in Thai Modermnity" Anthropological Quarterly
(77)4: 673-70.
This article discusses the repeated framing of Mien ethnic minority highland people

as un-modern in relation to projects of modernity and modernization in Thailand. As upland
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livelihood has become increasingly precarious and entangled with state regulation, Mien
people are engaging with national modernity and modernization through public displays
that variously highlight their tradition or modernity or creatively combine the two. In this
national space, modernization has hegemonic force and serves as the anchor to varied
projects of self-fashioning in relation to modernity, including those of tradition. Articulations
of tradition are one aspect of modernity, and the notion of ethnic groups as the carriers of

tradition may be equally specific to modernity's conceptual schemes

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Mien, modernization, hegemony, public display,

tradition

Cohen, Erik, (2001) Thai Tourism: Hill Tribes and Open-ended Prostitution Bangkok: White
Lotus.

This book reflects these shifting and expanding interested, they nevertheless relate
to three principle themes: the penetration of ethnic tourism into the hill tribe area of northern
Thailand. This book presents 6 parts, chapter one the writer explain hill tribe tourism.
Chapter two he explains "Primitive and Remote™: hill tribe trekking in Thailand. Chapter three
he discussed hill tribe tourism. Chapter four he discussed in "Jungle Guides in Northern
Thailand: The dynamics of a marginal occupation role". Chapter five the author presents
about "The impact of tourism on the hill tribes of northern Thailand. The last chapter

discussed "The growing gap: hill tribe image and reality".

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, tourism, prositution, marginalization, hil tribe
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Tooker, Deborah E. , (2004) "Modular Modern: Shifting Forms of Collective Identity Among
the Akha of Northern Thailand" Anthropological Quarterly (77)2: 243-88.

In this article demonstrates that notions of collective identity among the Akha of
Northern Thailand have shifted in recent history from a comprehensive, holistic form to a
compartmentalized form. It contrasts forms of collective (Akha) identity during the period of
the initial fieldwork (1982-1985) with forms emerging post-1985 through 1998, a time period
characterized by increasing nation-state and capitalist penetration. This recent shift is
placed within a broader, long-term historical context of the shifting politics of identity in
upland/lowland relations. A comprehensive, holistic form of collective identity was
historically developed by the Akha as a protective and organizational complex under
conditions of dispersion, orality, local autonomy and unequal power relations with outside,

lowland (especially Tai) groups

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Akha, identity, modernization, holistic,

compartmentalization, nation-state, power relation

Gravers, Mikael, (2001) "Karen Notions of Environment-Space, Placeand Power in a
Political Landscape" Forest in Culture-Culture in Forest: Perspectives from Northern
THailand (55-84)Tjele: Research centre on Forest and People in Thailand, Danish Institute of
Agricultura! Sciences, Research Centre Foulum....

This paper compare data from Pwo Karen villages in Uthaithani and Kanchanaburi
provinces, and Sgaw Karen in Chiang Mai province in an attempt to asess their experiences
of a changing environment as peoples in the forest. The material covers developments
since 1970 and the recollections of the experiences narrated by the Karen villages. The
Karen imagine their religion and environmentsv are closely related in Karen traditions but
also in different ways. In general, nature is viewed as inhabited by supernatural beingand

living forces who interfere in Karen life and must be respected. Environment, culture and
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religious cosmology thus combine in a social construction of landscapes by relating past
and present experiences and practices. The following is a brief outline of the theoretical

concepts applied in the analysis.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Karen, cosmology, environmental, space

Cohen, Paul T.,(2002) 'The Lue Diaspora' Paper Presented at the 8th International
Conference on Thai Studies January 9-12, 2002 Ramkhamhaeng University Nakhon
Phanom, Thailand.

In this paper explores the historical relationships maintained between the Lue in
diaspora and the homeland. If Muang Lue (Sibsongpanna). This includes a discussion of
"memories” of migration and various forms of what | call diasporic representation e.g.naming
of a new Lue settiement after the original, the recreation of local spirit cults. The author will
argue that links with the Lue homeland, especiaily ancestral villages, are maintained not
only through imagination and nostalgia but also, to a remarkable extent, through on- going
practices of cross-border visiting of kin, for Buddhist and non- Buddhist religious
ceremonies, and for trade. This paper also examines the contempory situation of the Lue in
diaspora particularly northern Thailand and Laos, and the extent to which state cultural and
development policies have transformed Lue culture. A final issue to be addressed is the
interconnection between the revival of Theravada Buddhism in Sipsong Panna and in Lue

communities in Burma, Thailand and Laos.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Lue, border land, Buddhism, diaspora, social

memeory, migration, representation
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Prasit Leepreecha, (2002) 'The Transformation of Hmong Clanship Identity' The Paper
Presented at 8th International Conference on Thai Studies January 8-12, 2002
Ramkhamhaeng University Nakhon Phanom, Thailand.

The paper argues the obtaining Thai surnames entails the transformation of Hmong
clanship and ethnic identities. In Thailand, the state documentation project has become a
modern technology of power for creating a Thai national identity, and for classifying and
assimilating groups with distinctive ethnic backgrounds. In order to understand
contemporary social phenomena existing in the village, this paper is briefly investigate the
creation of clans and surnames as a consequence of the state documentation project from
a worldwide perspective. Thereafter, the author examines the historical background of the
creation of the Thai surname system, which was simuitaneously invented with the state
documentation project, and its impacts on the assimilation of non-Thai ethnic groups. In
particular, it explores the adoption of Thai surnames among Hmong People in Maesa Mai

and its effects upon Hmong cianship and ethnic identities.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Hmong, identity, clanship, cultural assimilation.

Nishimoto, Yoichi, (2002) 'Religious Revitalization and Narratives of ‘Tradition" by the Red
Lahu in Northern Thailand' The Paper Presented at 8th International Conference on Thai
Studies January 9-12, 2002 Ramkhamhaeng University Nakhon Phanom, Thailand.

The Lahu are now a marginalized people without a country within the Thai nation-
state. As a response to their marginalization and pressures from the lowland peoples, the
Red Lahu have periodically mounted religious reforms and revitalization movements
throughout their history. Although outsiders consider the Lahu religion as "animism" or
"traditional religion" and the Lahu themselves believe their religion is true to their traditions,
in reality, their religious system is in a state of flux, always adapting and changing. This

paper will first review the historical and social context in which the people currently find
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themselves; next a case study of recent religious reforms and the revitalization movement in
a Red Lahu village of northern Thailand will be discussed; and finally an analysis of the
villagers' narratives about Lahu traditions will be presented, in order to understand how their

religion is experienced by ordinary villagers.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Lahu, marginalization, religion, revitalization,

narrative

Goodman, Jim, (2002) The Akha - Guardians of the Forest Chicago: Art Media Resource,
inc..

This paper examines Akha people in Northern Thailand. With their unusual village
boundary gates, annual Swing Festival and exotic costumes, the Akha are one of the most
colourful mountain-dwelling peoples in Southeast Asia. Over the centuries they have
developed a rich and complex culture that provides customs and behavioral rules for all of
life's possible contingencies. Originating in China's Yunnan Province, the Akha spread into
Vietnam, Laos, Burma and Thailand, and in recent generations have been subjected to the
vicissitudes of war, revolution and modernization. In spite of such pressures they have

managed to maintain the basic values and tenets of a thousand-year-old tradition.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Akha, custom, history, value

Forbes, Andrew and Henley, David, (2000) The Haw - Traders of the Golden Triangle
Chicago: Art Media Resource, Inc..

This book examines Haw in Golden Triangle. The Golden Triangle region where
Burma, Thailand, Laos and China meet has long been a lawless region, home to wandering
tribes, drugs warlords, arms dealers, and plain old-fashioned bandits. Yet within this widely

romanticized region one group, the Yunnanese Chinese or 'Haw', have established
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themselves as the cultural mediators and merchants par excellence, penetrating the area
with their armed mule caravans. For centuries past, and down to the present day, the Haw

has proven themselves the unrivalled masters of the Golden Triangle.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Haw, culture and development, border trade,

caravan, Golden Triangle

Ratliff, Martha , (1992) Meaningful Tone: A Study of Tonal Morphology in Compounds,
Form Classes, and Expressive Phrases in White Hmong lllinois: Southeast Asia
Publications Northern lilinois University.

This book presented two issues. First, it makes a contribution to our understanding
of a language that has become important to many Westerners since the end of the Vietnam
War in 1975 and the subsequent arrival of tens of thousands of Hmong refugees to the
United States. Prior to this time, only two dictionaries and one grammar by missionary
linguists existed for White Hmong. Since the arrival of the Hmong refugees, linguists have
started to take the task of describing the language seriously. The publication of this major
study of Hmong language will bring multiple benefits: to students of Hmong, students of the
Southeast Asian linguistic area and language history, and to students of the nature of
human language. Second, it corrects the mistaken notion that Asian tone languages do not

use tone for grammatical purposes as do African tone languages.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Hmong, ethnoliguistic, morphology, refugee

Hanks, Jane Richardson , (2001) Tribes of the North Thailand Frontier Yale: Yale
Monograph .

This book incorporates work done over many years by the internationally recognized

anthropologists Jane and the late Lucien Hanks (d.1988). They led ethnographic surveys in
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the upland communities on the Thailand/Burma border in 1964, '69, '74 and 76, a period of
maijor political, social and economic changes. Many information and many insights are
presented on the 320 very diverse villages of the Lahu, Yao, Lisu and Akha people and
their relations with Thailand's administration, and the international cross currents of military,

religions, trading, tourism and media forces which impinge upon them.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, historical study, border land, hill tribe

Pitsanulak Kantawee, (2000) '‘Knowledge, Attitude, and Risk Behaviour to HIV/AIDS of Akha
Youth Population in Chiang Rai: The Cultural Perspective' Paper Presented at X!
International AIDS Conference Durban South Africa 9-14 July 2000.

This paper examines ethnic minorities are considered as a marginalized and highly
vulnerable to HIV/AIDS. The cultural diversity and inaccessibility to AIDS information are the
predominant barriers, causing the control and management of the spread of HIV/AIDS to be
challenge. Culture information in accessibility and level of development among ethnic
minorities are often the barriers for AIDS prevention. The implementation among this
marginalized population needs modification and extensive approach. Peer support may be

the most an appropriate mechanism for youth to self confront the HIV/AIDS situation.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Chiang Rai, Akha, HIV/AIDS, health, youth

Kanokrat Yossakrai, (2005) ‘Akha Community Power for the Economic of Sufficiency in
Thailand' The 9th International Conference on Thai Studies Northern Hllinois University April 3
- 6, 2005.

The paper focuses on three local power namely individual perceptions of
differences through time, the political relations between the older and the younger

generations with refers to preserving collective identity, and the negotiation between
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villagers and government officers about topics that impact the economy of sufficiency such
as relocation planning, nationalism, and the identity card system. The contribution of this
paper is to use the political relations, both internal and external, of the Akha community and
to study these at three levels. Akha individuals understand selfhood through ritual. The
negotiation between generations illustrates the participation process and the relations
between villagers and government officers illustrate some of the obstacles to be overcome.
The speaker will address how community power impacts the economic of sufficiency in the

scopes of these three key issues.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Akha, politcal economy, development discource,

identity

Pesse, Abiga, (2005) 'Gift and Counter-Gift of Information Between "Holders of Knowledge":
The Remaking of a Karen "Eco-tradition™ The 9th International Conference on Thai Studies
Northern lllinois University April 3 - 6, 2005.

This paper aim to explores the process of formalization and validation of this karen
"eco-tradition” in the perspective of a gift and counter-gift of concepts, images and
information between karen "indigenous intellectual’ and their new allies, NGO activists and
"holders of anthropological knowledge". This work of conceptualization, which articulates
traditional and scholar notions, participates to the promotion of an indigenous wisdom and
ethic of preservation of nature which the author has called an "eco-tradition”. In this context,
the activists have developed a privileged relation to the Karen highlanders who, through
their regard, became the idealized incarnation of an indigenous and harmonious way of

living with the forest.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Karen, indigenous intellectual, nature preservation,

wisdom, gift
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Kwanchewan Buadaeng, (2005) 'Dissolution of the Tribal Research Institute: Have "Hill
Tribe Others" Become "Thai Us"?' The Sth International Conference on Thai Studies Northern
lllinois University April 3 - 6, 2005.

This paper shows that the TR! is created by the Thai state with support from
international organizations to control and guide the development direction of *hill tribe’
peoples by means of research and development. But beyond the control of the state, the
TRI has largely contributed to the creation of the 'hill tribe' as distinctive highland ethnic
groups not much in negative but in positive and appreciative way. During the course of
research and development, 'hill tribe' peoples have increased their ethnic consciousness
and created stronger identity than before the establishment of the TRI. The dissolution of the
TRI only shows that the Thai state is interested in the 'hill tribe' anly when it comes to
political issue, not in its wisdom or in recognition of the existence of cultural diversity. In fact,
"Hill Tribe Others" have not yet become “Thai Us" as many more ethnic research and
development institutes have been set up by academics and 'hill tribe' peoples themselves

in the aftermath of the TRI dissolution.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Tribal Research Institute (TRI), hill tribe,

development

Symonds, Patricia V., (2005) 'Otherwise Others in Thailand: Hmong in the Thai
Marketplace' The 9th International Conference on Thai Studies Northern lilinois University
April 3 - 6, 2005.

This paper examines Thai set out on a policy that strove to impart some degree of
‘Thainess" to these others. However, the mountain people, with an economy largely
dependent on opium poppy and the trade with Han merchants that visited them in the hills,
rather than an economy intertwined with the Thai, maintained their independent ways of life.

With the eventual virtual elimination of poppy production, due to the perfection of satellite
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imaging by the United States, the hill peoples were forced to explore new avenues of
commerce that led to experimenting with agricultural products that could be sold in Thai
markets. Today, many tribal people live in Thai cities. The once remote mountain people
armed with trucks and cell phones are a vibrant part of Thai society. The struggle of both
sides to accept and accommodate these dynamic changes, will undoubtedly have many
twists and turns over the next decades. In this paper the author will discuss some of these

issues and especially as they pertain to the Hmong.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Hmong, development, commercial agriculture,

cultural domination

Hayami, Yoko , (2005) 'Who are They/We the Karen?' The 9th International Conference on
Thai Studies Northern lllinois University April 3 - 6, 2005.

This paper examines view of the Karen, which in fact, has further roots in the
discourse that had evolved especially regarding the Karen as "hill tribes" since mid
twentieth century. If we begin to ook at Karen communities in the myriads of different
settings, the diversity in Karen modes of livelihood, economic conditions and ecological
situation denies such monolithic definition. The Karen communities in all their individuality,
have now gained paths to make statements of their own. The idioms they use are definitely
borrowed from the mainstream discourse. One must use the dominant others' language to
talk back. Thus, there is constant and ongoing contestation of definitions. In this paper
takes an example from a village in Mae Chaem District (Chiang Mai Province) which is

attempting to re-define their own Karenness in eco-tourism.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Chiang Mai, Karen, discourse, hill tribe, eco-tourism,

diversity, identity
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Wang, Liulan, (2005) ‘The Process of Marginalization and the Representation of Identity
Among the Yunnanese Muslims in Northern Thailand' The 9th International Conference on
Thai Studies Northern lllinois University April 3 - 6, 2005.

This paper examines Yunnanese are ane of the Chinese sub-groups in northern
Thailand who migrated overland both from Yunnan Province in southwestern China and
Burma. They were not allowed to obtain Thai citizenship and were forced to carry "proof of
refugee status." On the other hand, some of the ex-KMT soldiers were given Thai citizenship
because of their contribution to the expelling of Communist guerilla in the 1970s. However,
from the end of the 60s to the beginning of the 70s, Yunnanese Muslims started to build
their mosques in the refugee camps and tried to expand their religious networks with
Muslim communities both within and outside Thailand. In this sense, they are now
representing their identity as Muslims toward Han Yunnanese and Thai. In this session, the

strategy of ethnic representation by the Yunnanese Muslims is aiso discussed.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Yunnanese, identity, marginalization, Muslim,

representation

Tannenbaum, Nicola, (2005) 'Thai but not Tai: Shan in Thailand' The 9th International
Conference on Thai Studies Northern lilinois University April 3 - 6, 2005.

While Shan (Thai Yai) are a recognized minority group, Thai scholars of Tai peoples
prefer to study other Tai groups in "authentic" contexts such as Shan in Burma and Tai Lue
in Southern China. Tai minority groups in Thailand are not seen as bearers of authentic
traditions since they, unlike the others, are embedded in the Thai palitical, economic, and
educational structures. Shan in Thailand construct their identities in contrast to recent Shan
refugees and Thai national culture. In this essay, the author explores the multiple

dimensions of Shan identity within Thailand and the ways in which they play off Thai ideas of
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otherness in their contrasts with Shan State Shan and upland groups while maintaining a

sense of their own identities within Thailand.
Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Tai (Shan), identity, refugee

Prasert Trakansuphakon, (2005) 'Narrative of Contest Views of Ecology Management: The
Practice of Karen Conservation Movement in Northern Thailand' The 9th International
Conference on Thai Studies Northern lllinois University April 3 - 6, 2005.

This paper was based on the insiders' view on the conservation movement in
Northern Thailand engaged by the Karen people whose ecological knowledge was
deposited in forms of their cultural capital such as stories, tales, hta (songs), folklores,
beliefs, analogies, and rituals. Through the movement in which all these types of knowledge
had been practiced, the Karen image as conservationists had been formed and reinforced.
Such images were the result of converting knowledge into symbolic power, which served as
the instrument to contest in the hegemonic discourse imposed by the state forest-

concerned agencies.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Karen, ecology, discourse, conservation, cultural

capital, symbolic power

Gray, Jennifer, (1995) "Operating Needle Exchange Programmes in the Hills of Thailand"
AIDS Care (7)4: 489 -500 .

This paper reports on the establishing of needle exchanges in three remote Hilltribe
villages, examining the success and the failure. Up to 60% of adult males and a smaller
percentage of adult females in these villages are habitual users of opium and/or heroin.
Overcoming initial concern that needle distribution would encourage increased use, the

villagers themseives have assumed responsibility for much of the needle exchange
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operation. Prior to the introduction of the needle exchanges all the injecting drug users were
sharing needles. This behaviour changed significantly with the introduction of the
exchanges. To this end mechanisms ensuring co-operation, training, monitoring and

evaluation need to be developed alongside the introduction of needle exchanges.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, opium identification, opium trade, discourse, identity

Kunstadter, Peter, (2000) "Changing Patterns of Economics among Hmong in Northern
THailand 1960-1990" Turbulent Times and Enduring Peoples: Mountain Minorities in the
South-East Aisan Massif (167-94)Richmond: Curzon Press.

This paper describes the situation of Hmong villages at the end of the 1980s. It
considers some of the consequences of increased government control over traditional
Hmong economic activities along with the new economic opportunities related to
infrastructure developments, especially roads, and new crops and farming methods, and
increased familiarity with Thai language and lowland Thai society. Comparison of
relationships between innovations and roads may suggest the importance of spontaneous

adoption of innovations as constraints of access to markets were removed or decreased.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Hmong, economic, infrastructure, development

discourse

Bartsch, Henry, (2000) "The Impact of Trekking Tourism in a Changing Society: A Karen
Village in Northern Thailand" Turbulent Times and Enduring Peoples: Mountain Minorities in
the South-East Aisan Massif (195-218)Richmond: Curzon Press.

This paper examines the role of tourism in the economy of Ban Chaidee, a Karen
village in Northern Thailand. The author will discuss the factors causing te deeper

involvement of the villagers in the trekking tour business and explain the effects of tourism
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on the village. Furthermore the author will show that tourism caused the villagers to become
more firmly involved in a market economy dominated by Thai and foreign enterprises. The
author shall argue, by putting the data into the model proposed by Stephen Britton in 1982
that this entry into a market economy in turn caused the villagers to become more

integrated into Thai society.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Karen, culture and development, market economy,

national integration

Jonsson, Hijorleifur , (2000) "Traditional Tribal What? Sports, Culture and the State in the
Northern Thailand Hills of Thailand" Turbulent Times and Enduring Peoples: Mountain
Minorities in the South-East Aisan Massif (219-45)Richmond: Curzon Press.

This paper examines two events concern the upland ethnic minorities in this area,
Mien and Hmong, and point to various issues of representation. Both representations
concern the current context of state penetration and national integration in the hinterlands,
and a reworking of culture and identity. The author relate these to a national and middle-
class discourse on culture in the countryside, to ways in which upland leaders construct
their domains and prominence by drawing on the state, and to issues of how people,
including farmers, make social entities through the projection of social visions, against the

background of anthropologists finding ethnic groups.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, representation, identity, discourse, national

integration
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Renard, Ronald D. , (2002) "On the Possibility of Early Karen Settlement in the Chiang Mai
Valley" Inter-Ethnic Relations in the Making of Mainland Southeast Asia and Southwestern
China (59-84)Bangkok: Amarin Printing and Publishing Public Company Limited.

This paper assesses whether newly-identified information shows whether Yang did
live in the Chiang Mai area in the time from 1296 until the late-1700s. The new information
includes references to Pa Yang (Yang Forest) and Ban Yang Phiang (Yang Phiang
Village[s]) in the chronicular literature of Chiang Mai and Lamphun, as well as history from
the perspective of Karen in the Chiang Mai Valley who trace their residence there to before

the eighteenth century.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Yang (Karen), historical study, settlement

Hayami, Yoko , (2002) "Embodied Power of Prophets ans Monks: Dynamics of Religion
among Karen in Thailand" Inter-Ethnic Relations in the Making of Mainland Southeast Asia
and Southwestern China (85-117)Bangkok: Amarin Printing and Publishing Public Company
Limited.

This paper examined for religion leadershipand charisma, symbols and practices
deriving from the long history in intermixturenof multiple traditions inthe religion. By doing so
we will see that what we tend to envision as the unreflexive traditional ritual-based society in
factcontains a momentum for dynamismin interaction with external influences. The dynamic
processes and external influences are historically contingent. In the course of the
integration of a modern nation state in twentieth century Thailand, the Karen have been
included in the state-designated list of chaw khaw (hill tribes), and various policieshave
been initiated since the 1960s. The dynamic processes evolve as local communities are

transformed and incorporated into the modern nation state.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Karen, dynamic, religion, national integration
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Sombat Boonkamyeung, (2002) “The Lahu Symbolic Universe and Reconstruction of Ethnic
Identity" Inter-Ethnic Relations in the Making of Mainland Southeast Asia and Southwestemn
China (118-46)Bangkok: Amarin Printing and Publishing Public Company Limited.

This paper has two major research questions; 1) In the present economic, social,
political, and ecological change, the symbolic instruments of the Lahu Nyi religion and
customs used and practiced in everyday life are like? 2) Do these symbolic instruments
reflect significant of Lahu Nyi cosmological ideas? If yes, how? and, are these symbols
concerned with constructing certainty of their identity or ethnic identity or not? If yes, how?
The author used the concepts of marginalization and ethnic identity for explain this

question. This paper eaplain Lahu around Thia-Burma border area.

Keywords: etnicity, northern Thailand, Lahu, borderland, everyday practice, cosmology,

ethnic identity, marginalization

"~ Kammerer, Cornelia Ann, (1987) "Minority Identity in the Mountains of Northemn Thailand:
The Akha Case" Southeast Aslan Tribal Groups and Ethnic Minorities (85-96)Peterborough:
Cultural Survival, Inc. All rights reserved.

This paper presents the unwillingness of some Thai to allow highlanders to have
dual identities- that is, to be both highlander and Thai. The author decries the unwillingness
of some Thai to allow high-landers to be Thai at all. Whatever "sense of belonging and
national loyalty" the government had succeeded in instilling in Akha and other highlanders
over the years may well have been consumed together with rice stocks and houses in last

month's conflagrations.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Akha, nationalism, identity, customary rights
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Tooker, Deborah E. , (1990) 'Some Continuities in the Cormmunication of Hierachy in Tai
(Dai) ans Mon-Tai (Akha/Hani) Groups' Proceedings of the 4th International Conference on
Thai Studies 11-13, May 1990.

This paper examines the form of symbolic grammar of spatial catagories, it is used
to make statements about the hierarchical relations among these people. The author has
intention here is to demonstrate that this same symbolic grammar is used among the
Northern Thai (Thai Yuan) to express hierachical relationships among its social members,
despite the fact that the Akha and the Northern Thai are linguistically, ecologically, culturally
and socially distinct groups. Both the Akha and Northern Thai share a common symbolic
code to orient territorial units, especially the household, and social members in the direction

of a sacred fertility cult that contain a particular construction of male and female sexuality.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, comparative study, symbolic system, hierachical

relation, sexuality

Hinton, Peter, (1990) 'Karen Territorial Spirits in Ethnographic, Historical and Political
Context with some Interpretations’ Proceedings of the 4th International Conference on Thai
Studies 11-13, May 1990.

This paper describes a territorial spirit cult which was important for important for
many Karen in Thailand. Similar cults havebeen widespread in Cambodia, Laos, northern
Thailand and Yunnan. A survey of some of the historical and ethnographic literature on the
cults associated with these spirits reveals that relative to other religious practices in the
region, they are not always of equal importance. Sometimes they are of central significance,
at others they are merely residual. His central purpose here is to establish why territorial
spirit cults were important for the highland Karen when they have declined in importance for

most of the other Peoples of the region.
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Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Karen, Southeast Asian Study, territorial spirit cult,

comparative study

Tapp, Nicholas, (1990) 'Milieu and Context: The Disappearance of the White Hmong'
Proceedings of the 4th International Conference on Thai Studies 11-13, May 1990.

This paper present a problem which arises directly out of having done field work in
Southeast Asia before embarking period of fieldwork in Southwest China with member of
same minority ethnic group. This problem and the related issues to which it leads may shed
some light on the similarities and dissimilarities between the two reseach areas. There is an
argument that the authors was perhaps be speaking of a single culture area, and therefore
a single research area, as a number of abservers have noted, given the ecological,

historical and cultural similarities between portion in Indochina area.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Hmong, culture and development, identity,

comparative study

Rajah, Ananda, (1993) 'The Karen, Northern Thai Principalities and the Siamese State: The
Palitical, Historical, and Cultural Emplacement of an Ethnic Minority' The Paper Presented at
5th International Conference on Thai Studies-SOAS, London, 1993.

The studies by Kynes and Lehman are largely concerned with northern Thai, Shan,
and Siamese political recognition of the Karen as an ethnic group and Kayah ethnogenesis
respectively, in the context of changing political relations from the late eighteenth century to
the early twentieth century. While Keyes and Lehmanpay attention to the nature of northern
Thai, Shan, and Siamese political sysyem, the author would like to suggest that the
depictions of the position of the relationt Karen in these systemmay be usefully developed
further in view of more recently availabie historical material and conceptual work. The author

have in his Wilson's translation (1985) of a report of a survey of the middle Salween in 1890
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by a Siamese government surveyor; Thongchai Winichakul's thesis on mapping and the
'geo-body" of Siam(1988); and Wijeyawardene's work on boundaries as well as critique of
Thongchai's thesis. This paper examines development s in the nineteenth century. century

to the early twentieth century.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Karen, boundary, discourse, cultural domination

Tapp, Nicholas, (1993) 'Minorities Within Tai/Thai Political Systems: Historical and
Theoretical Perspective ' The Paper Presented at 5th International Conference on Thai
Studies-SOAS, London, 1993.

This paper concerned here not with historical questions such as the probable non-
Thai ancestry of present-day Thai citizens or the establishment of great Austroasiatic
kingdom in the region prior to 'Tai-icization'. but processes of the construction of national
identity and the role of ritual in these constructions. Cultural unification presupposes the
formation of a discursive ideology which establishes a coherence out of that
'unsystematicness' which it has been suggested is the normal condition of popular
knowledge. The seamless web of Thai national identity is in fact a trangled skein of local
identities interacting with one another in the context of the formation of the nation state. This

paper interested history of northern Thailand, that compare the ethnic minorities in old

researches.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Hmong, ethnic groups, ritual practices, identity,

discourse, social hierarchy
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Gehan Wijeyewardene, (1993) 'Ethnicity and Nation: The Tai in Burma, Thailand and China
(Sipsongpanna and Dehong)' The Paper Presented at 5th International Conference on Thai
Studies-SOAS, London, 1993.

This paper is mainly about Tai-speakers in the countries of Burma, Thailand and the
Peoples Replublic of China. The Tai-speaking population of Burma is about 2 million of total
population of 20 million. The 1973 figures give 1.6 million, but as Martin Smith points out this
leaves an unexplained propotional fall in the Tai (Shan) population of about 20%. This
population is not linguistically homogenous, though the term Shan tends to be used without
distinction. The major division is one which repeats itself throughout the region-the dialects
od Yorng and Khoen being similar to the languages of Chiang Mai and Sipsongpanna, while

so-called Tai Jai is close to the language of Dehong.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Chiang Mai, Shan (Tai), language, ethnic identity,

distinction

Renard, Ronald D. , (1993) 'The Differential integration of Hill People into the Thai State' The
Paper Presented at 5th International Conference on Thai Studies-SOAS, London, 1993.

This paper examines the process of tranforming Karens from subjects to citizens,
which as shall be shown, involves many of the problems found in Thai state formation. To
what extent today's "hilitribe problem” can be traced to the integration of highlander into the

Thai state shall also be examines.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Karen, culture and development, nation-state,

citizenship, identity
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Chupinit Kesmanee, (1992) "The Masque of Progress: Notes From a Hmong Village" Pacific
Viewpoint (33)2: 170-77.

This paper is a case study of the sort of achievement that can be expected from a
theatrical approach. The observations were made in the course of extended fieldwork in
Nan. The author explores the wider implications of a development project competition that

created its own reality in an undertaking that bordered on the farcical.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Nan, Hmong, development, theatrical approach

Alting von Geusau, Leo, (1992) "The Akha: Ten Years Later" Pacific Viewpoint (33)2: 178-
84.

This paper addresses the Akha identify in both personal and poetic forms what
extreme marginalisation means: loss of land, loss of livelihood, loss of dignity, culture,

traditions, religion and ancestors.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Akha, marginalization, development

deicourse

Hansson, Inga-Lill, (1992) "The Marginalisation of Akha Ancestors" Pacific Viewpoint (33)2:
185-92.

This paper addresses the Akha identify in both personal and poetic forms what
extreme marginalisation means: loss of land, loss of livelihood, loss of dignity, culture,

traditions, religion and ancestors.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailnad, Akha, marginalization, ideological system.
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Hsieh, Shih-chung, (1997) "On the Dynamics of Tai/Dai-Lue Ethnicity: An Ethnohistorical
Analysis" Cultural Encounters on China's Ethnic Frontiers (301-28)London: University of
Washington Press.

The Dai-Lue are an example of how a minority ethnic group, whose former state is
not recognized by the dominant group, copes with an actual nation-state that does not
recognize itself as such, but claims instead to be multi-ethnic. The Dai-Lue story can be
used to explore the universal effectiveness of the framework of official 'nation-state' versus
'minority ethnic group' in shaping ethnicity in Socialist China, and to demonstrate that the
model of one 'ethnic-state’ among others can be a fruitful approach for understanding

processual ethnic relationships.

Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Xishuangbanna, Tai (Dai), ethnohistory, nation-state,

identity

Shibuya, Mugumi, (1995) Introduction of Formal Education towards the Hill Tribe in
Thailand : The Case Study of the Akha Bangkok: The National Research Council.
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Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Ekor (Ahaka), culture and development, discourse
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Michaud, Jean, (1993) 'The Social Anchoring of the Trekking Tourist Business in a Hmong
Community of Northern Thailand' The 21st Annual Conference of Canadian Council for
Southeast Asian Studies. University of Alberta, October 15-17, 1993.
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Keywords: ethnicity, northern Thailand, Maw (Mhong), culture and development, tourism

Cardozo, Barbara Lopes, (2003) "Karenni Refugees Living in Thai-Burmese Border Camps:
Traumatic Experiences, Mental Health Outcomes, and Social Functioning " Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Environmental Health, International
Emergency and Refugee Health Branch.

To determine the prevalence of mental illness, identify risk factors, and develop a
culturally appropriate intervention program. Mental health outcome scores indicated
elevated levels of depression and anxiety symptoms; post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD)
scores were comparable to scores in other communities affected by war and persecution.
Psychosocial risk factors for poorer mental health and social functioning outcomes were
insufficient food, higher number of trauma events, previous mental iliness, and landmine
injuries. Modifications in refugee policy may improve social functioning, and innovative
mental health and psychosocial programs need to be implemented, monitored, and

evaluated for efficacy.
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Northern Thailand" The Center for Health Policy Studies, Facuity of Social Science and
Humanities, Mahidol University.

This paper describes the results of a six-week focused ethnographic assessment of
Northern ruralities' beliefs, perceptions, and practices with regard to Acute Respiratory
liinesses (ARI) in young children in the context of Thai culture. Presents explanatory models
of ARl iliness; regarding general pattern of ARl ilinesses, and each individual ARl ilinesses.
Includes signs and symptoms and their causes, and discusses home treatment, availability

of medicine in the home and seeking care outside the home.
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This paper explores the Hmong life in which power i associated with Hmong women.
Emphasizes on five areas, covering reproduction,sexual freedom during courtship, sister-in-
law status, brideweath, and cosmological beliefs. Considers reproduction in which women's
power is apparent, specifically the meanings associated with breast milk and post-birth
proscriptions. Examines the sexual freedom permitted young women during the courtship
period. Looks at the unique status of sisters in Hmong culture, describeing the Hmong
Bridewealth. Conciudes with Hmong ritual conceptions of the afterlife as they pertain to

women.
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This paper examines the traditional animistic religion practiced by the Akha villagers
of Northern Thailand. Parallels the Akha concept of "belief' with the Westerners' own.
Analyzes Akha religious practices and beliefs and how these correlate to from the unique
Akha culture. Outlines Akha rituals: spirit worship, hornoring ancestors, technological
practices, rules of society, burial, and areas of problem.Contrasts Akha attiudes with
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This paper attempts a basic ethnography of the Hmong culture or economy by
designing a micro-study of certain aspects of White Hmong cutture, in particular geomancy,
messianism,and literacy. Defines the actual village situation in terms of polar, alternative
oppositions; between a mixed economy and a permanent-field economy of non-poppy
crops, between royalty to the Thai state and support for the CPT , and between the adoption
of Thai Buddhism or foreign Christianity. Analyzes the symbols and cultural beliefs
underlying Hmong messianism, and illustration the importance attached by the villagers to
the geomantic system as a means of explaining fortune, misfortune, and iliness. Examines
some material on the Hmong refugee population from Laos as well as some of the social

problems they have encountered in their new homes overseas.
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