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ABSTRACT

Title : Knowledge about the History of Thailand in terms of the
Socio-cultural Development, the Process of Becoming
Thai People, and the History of Thai Peasants

Researchers : Srisakra Vallibhotama, Sumitr Pitiphat, and Dhida Saraya

This research project is composed with three main parts. Each of
which, though written autonomously, is highly related to one another.

In the first part, Srisakra explores the socio-cultural development
of multi-ethnic groups throughout Thailand from the dawn of history to the
modern day Siam. With the application of the newly discovered archaeological
evidences combined with the historical / anthropological approach, the
migration of the highly debated "Thai" race and the formation of the early states
have been reinterpreted as the result of an extensive far-distant trading and
the economic expansion from Southern China in search of the forest products
and the needed minerals especially bronze and irons. He gradually takes us
through the rise and fall of the kingdoms of Sukhothai, Ayutthaya and Thonburi
and enters the present period of Rattanakosin, with the analytical view that
shade the light to the understanding of the complexity of a modern day
Thailand.

Sumitr, in the second part, considers the becoming of Thai
people through the dimensions of races, linguistics, politics and culture. Amid
the diversity of languages, the Tai language has the greatest potential of

uniting the people of diverse groups with different socio-cultural backgrounds.



In Dhida's part, the history of Thai peasants in various localities,
the changes in the mode of production from subsistance farming to export
orientation as well as the becoming of Thai peasants in "new Siam" era have
been thoroughly discussed. The analysis also shades light to the
understanding of how social classes have evolved through time. With these
changes, the socio-economic condition of the Thai farmers continues to freeze
at the rock bottom of the society, mostly deprived from the right of land and of

controlling the price of their own produce.
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* J.C. Ingram "Thailand's Rice Trade and Allocation of Resource”, in C.C. Cowan ed., The

Economic Development of Southeast Asia, (London : 1964), PP. 102-126.
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