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Abstract
Title : Community Participation and Empowerment in Festival and
Tradition of Oakwa, Measariang, Meahongson, Thailand.
Author : Mrs.Kantana Jaisuwhan

Year : 2016

A qualitative research of Community Participation and Empowerment in Festival and
Tradition, is to promote local community association with Oakwa tradition, in Measariang,
Meahongson province. The representative and the samples of this research were
deliberately selected from community leaders and general citizens. The in-depth interview,
the focus group discussion and the participant observation are the qualitative research

techniques.

The findings revealed that Oakwa Festival is Thai tradition called The End of Buddhist
Lent Day (Oak Pan Sa). The name “Oakwa” has been linguistically influenced by Shan
language. The word “Wa” means rainy season; consequently, the word “Oakwa” is the end
of rainy season (to leave from a season , which has the same meaning as The End of
Buddhist Lent Day (Oak Pan Sa). The word “Oakwa” has been used as the name of tradition
since 1994 so as to create the selling point of tourism, because of the distinctiveness and
special identity of the tradition, which is the unseen festival in the other parts of Thailand.
Oakwa tradition was originated from the belief and the faith of Buddhist . On the fourteenth
and the fifteenth day of the eleventh waxing moon and the first day of the eleventh waning
moon , people in Measariang altogether make bamboo gate (Ratchawat) and bamboo arch
(Sum Ratchawat), both of them, decorated with banana trees, sugar cane, lantern, Jong flag
(Tung Sai Moo) and pines which are lighten to brighten up the night until dawn, from the
aforementioned tradition is to welcome Buddha back to the earth just like in the origin day;
moreover, Buddhists always make merit(good deed) by offering food to the monks at four
o’clock in the morning for 3 days with the exquisitely decorated the bamboo arches all

along. People in Measariang believe that offering food to the monks is the intense merit and



bringing a good thing to them and their families. On the first day of waning moon, there is
the Heng candle parade or the 1,000-candle parades. In the parades consist of Ton Kom, big
Ton Kea, as well as, the men parades and women parades decorated themselves with tribal
costume; besides, they hold the tray with offerings consisted with Ton Phueng, Mak Beng ,
Tom Kom , 1,000 Cone-shaped floral receptacles and 1,000 Joss sticks along with
candles.The parade also includes with cultural performances such as Bird Dancing (kingkala
or Kinnaree), To Dancing (dancing with lion costume). The aforementioned performances are
very joyful. The performances perform as a character of legendary animals in Himmapan
forest that celebrates the coming of BUDDHA together with the amusing sound of the Mong

Seng drum and the long drum.

The study revealed that Oakwa tradition has been declining gradually, according to
the decreasing number of participating people in any activities such as lighting candle at the
temple and less bamboo gates (Rat Cha Wat). The causes of this incident are 1) Social
Changing - less native villager and replacement of modern culture, 2) Economic
condition,people have less assets 3) In nowadays, Buddist attitude and belief has been
decreasing compared to the past , 4) intermitting cultural supporting policy because of
political changing 5) the encouragement of local government tends to entertainment rather
than the origin of culture,6) the cultural inheritability from a family institution and their
community is tough because of lacking of cultural expert; from the aforementioned causes,
analyze about the way to conserve local tradition, Oakwa festival. The solutions are 1) Local
government has to initiate development plan., 2) local leaders have to be a crucial part in
conserving local culture, 3) Oakwa traditional information should be recovered and passed
on to youth, 4) the local government should renew the new event pattern of Oakwa festival
that suit for the origin of the originally local culture, 5) Rise up the strong collaboration from

citizen and every single institution.

The results of these analysis showed that Local Administrative Organization

should keep the way to conserve Oakwa festival to maintain this tradition with sustainability.
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