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Format Ceremony on Vessantara Jataka of Tai Khiin People

(Keng Tung, Shan State, Union of Myanmar)
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Research Topic: Types of the tradition of making ceremony on Vessantara J Ataka
Sermon of Tai Khun People in Keng Tung, Shan State, Union of
Myanmar

The Researcher: Acting Police Major Chavalit Rattanayunyong

The Research Examination Committee:
Miss Kulvadee Charoensri
Mr. Chupinit Kedmanee

Mrs. Montira Swasdiraksa

ABSTRACT

The Objectives of this research are to study the types of the tradition of making
ceremony on Vessantara JAtaka Sermon, and the belief, value and worth of the tradition of
making ceremony on Vessantara J Ataka Sermon towards Tai Khun People in Keng Tung, Union
of Myanmar.

From the research, it found out that the tradition of making ceremony on Vessantara
JAtaka Sermon of Tai Khun People in Keng Tung, Union of Myanmar, was the important
tradition that Tai Khun People have inherited from generation to generation since ancient
times. The tradition of this ceremony was the same tradition as the Mahajati Sermon or Maha
Vessandorn Jakata Sermon, which was arranged in Thailand and also in others Tai groups.
However, for others Tai groups, there are many different types of each tradition of making
ceremony on Maha Vessandorn Jakata Sermon.

There are 2 types of the tradition of making ceremony on Vessantara J Ataka Sermon
of Tai Khun People in Keng Tung, Union of Myanmar as follows:

1. Festival or Traditional Type: This type can also be divided into another 2
categories: giving a sermon on Buddhist holy day during the Buddhist Lent, and arranging the
ceremony on the full moon day of the 1 1" lunar month of Tai Khun People.

2. Unseasonable or Special Type: This type can also be divided into another 3

categories: giving a sermon of Vessantara Jdtaka Sermon on particular occasions, giving a



sermon of Vessantara JAtaka Sermon as a part of Peg Tu Ordination, and giving a sermon of
Vessantara JAtaka Sermon as a part of making a merit to the deceased.

Concerning the belief, value and worth of the tradition of making ceremony on
Vessantara JAtaka Sermon aspects towards Tai Khun people, they believe that whoever listen to
Vessantara JAtaka Sermon from the first episode to the last episode within a day, they will
extremely receive good result of the merit. If they died, they would be born in the religion of
Sriaraya. Moreover, Tai Khun People also believe in merit and sin. To explain, whatever one
does, one will receive the results of that. Concerning the traditional value aspect, Tai Khun People
prefer to be the host of giving Vessantara J Ataka Sermon. About the traditional value aspect, the
tradition has spiritual worth on them as they use the temple to be a center of Tai Khun Buddhist.
Furthermore, the virtue or the doctrine which is appeared in the contents of Dhamma Sermon can
help to train the listener to be a gentle, charitable, grateful and ethical person. Regarding the

social value of this tradition, it brings about the harmony among Tai Khun People as well.
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