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Abstract

Chiang Mai Cultural Office : The Research Study of Participating to Cultural
Network and Community for Cultural Management : Case study of Tai Kheun house
in Ban Tonhannoi Community, San Pathong District, Chiang Mai Province
Advisor: Asst. Professor Paswalee Nitikasetsoonthorn, »« Page

The aims of this research were as follows: (o) To study about the existence and

change of Tai Kheun house in the present day. () To study about rites and beliefs

in constructing Tai Kheun house as well as Tai Kheun’s community relationship at
Ban Tonhannoi, San Pathong District, Chiang Mai Province. (m) To encourage Tai Kheun

community’s participation in activities handled by government and private sector. The samples
taken and used as case study were : ten traditional style Tai Kheun houses and ten
house-owners, living in Moo «, Ban Tonhannoi, Tambol Thawangprao, San Pathong

District, Chiang Mai Province, served as the major source of information. The information
analysis process were composed of information gathering by using participating and
non-participating observations, structural and detail focusing interviews, group discussion
and information classification, which was done to facilitate the editorial stage. The
information analysis was presented in form of descriptive report.

Results of the research showed that Tai Kheun people at Ban Tonhannoi
had migrated from Chiang Tung State in Myanmar since the reign of King Kawaila (wlee-

wado B.E.). Their way of life was still similar to Tai Kheun people living in Chiang Tung,

especially regarding the originality of their house. The existence and change of the ten
target houses were dated back to fifty to seventy years. Every house had complete
elements of original Tai Kheun house. The outstanding physical characters of the basic
space usage on the upstairs were found alike in every house. The factors that had effects
on the obvious change of the house’s structure were the suspension of functional space and
the use of construction materials that made possible to daily usage and safety. As for the
rites and beliefs in Tai Kheun house construction, it was found that the values of local
house played an important role to the development of contemporary Tai Kheun houses.
It also had an effect on their characteristics relating to cultural environment and traditions
of Ban Tonhannoi by providing basic factors for their living. The construction of
Tai Kheun house represented the meaning of their behavior, customs and beliefs on the
settlement and planning. The division of space and the house image reflected Tai Kheun’s
perspective. The rites and beliefs would help destroy the fear of some supernatural
power among Tai Kheun people. Specifically, the belief in ancestors’ spirits took part in
the well-being of the family. Keeping the spirit shrine in the house was a tradition to
follow. Normally, the shrine would be positioned in parents’ bedroom. The location to
build a house was decided according to the belief of direction, which would normally turn
towards the North. Ancestor spirits were regarded as family and relative protector.
They were believed to be part of the occurrence of fortune or misfortune of family
members if a member of the family performed a behavior called “Kheud” (evil taboos).
The area to place the ancestor shrine was at the head side of sleeping place. It would be
worshiped and decorated with flowers, candles and incenses. In addition, there would be
a spirit shrine (angel shrine) placed in the house owner’s bedroom. The ceremony of
inauguration of ancestor and spirit shrines would be done along with the ceremony of the



house inauguration. The appropriate day of the ceremony would be given and calculated
according to the birth day and year of the house owner.

The structure of Tai Kheun house was divided into two parts. The inside part
would be the interior space of the house where outsiders (who did not possess the same
linear of spirit family) were not allowed to enter. If an outsider entered this area, this
would be regarded as committing the “Kheud”(evil taboo) action. The ceremony of
apology had to be done. In front of the door, there would be a “Talew” (a protective
amulet against evil spirit) and the “Khom Pratu” (doorstep). The outer part would be
called “Teun” (patio), including outdoor terrace for washing and cooking (Yea Gin) which
was called later the “kitchen” because the wall was built around. “Teun” was the area for
family activities, e.g. dining, discussing and doing other activities concerning traditions.
It was also the place for working activities, such as sewing, selecting corps of the family,
receiving guests and offering food to monks in any merit events.
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