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Abstract

Purposes of the Study

The purposes of the study were as follows:

1) To study the woven cloth pattern of Karen people living in village no. 3
Pa Rai Nua village in Prathat sub-district, Tak province.

2) To conserve the unique production process of the woven cloth made by the
Karen people living in village no. 3 Pa Rai Nua village in Prathat sub-district, Mae Ramat district,
Tak province.

3) To publicize woven cloth of Karen people living in village no.3 Pa Rai Nua
village in Prathat sub-district, Mae Ramat district, Tak province.

4) To promote participatory working process between the Provincial Cultural and

the Provincial Cultural Council.

Methodology

The samples used in this study consisted of a leader of a Karen community, ten woven
trader expert with at least ten years experience each and the participants in the community who were
both the consumers and the promoters of the woven cloth pattern within the Karen community.
The instruments for collecting data were observation form and a specific set of questions for

interviewing. Data obtained qualitatively were interpreted and then analyzed systematically.

Findings

1) Background of Pa Rai Nua community — The population in Pa Rai Nua village were
Thai hill tribal Karen who major occupations were in both normal agriculture and out of
seasonagriculture . After day had finished farming, they would weave cloth in their free time to be used in

their daily lives. They had ordinary lifestyles, self- sufficiency, harmony based on self- sufficient theory.



2) Cloth weaving history Pa Rai Nua Karen tribes. The community has a unique
traditional costume with handmade woven cloth woven by the women of the tribe. They continued this
culture form their ancestors. It comprised of a complicated process which began with growing cotton by
themselves.Then they dyed with natural materials found in the surrounding area. Nowadays, they buy the
raw materials form Chiang Maiprovince; however, they continued to use their unique styles of weaving using
the loom. The decorative design of woven cloth was inspired by nature.

3) Holding stage for returning information to the community. The community treated
their unique well. The problems which happened from conducting this stage were as follows;

3.1 The amount of cotton being grown has decreased due to the farmers
diversifying and resorting to growing field crops. Instead. Besides, they lacked knowledge of spinning it
into thread.

3.2 The ancestorial methods of spinning and dying the cotton were being lost
between generations. Most of the young people and villagers did not know the way to dyed with natural
materials.

3.3 Most of the young people in the tribes could only weave basic, simple

decorative designs.
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A Study on Production Process and the Woven Cloth Pattern
Of Karen People living in Tak Province , a Case Study Conducted
At village No.3 of Pa Rai Nuea Village in Tambon Prathat

Of Tak Province’s Mea Ramat District
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