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Participation of Bantuew Community stop alcohol in funeral

at Bantuew ,Lomsuk District , Phetchaboon Province.
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Abstract

The objective of this research is to study community
participation procedures and post events in stopping the
consumption of alcohol, to create a new sustainable tradition at
funerals of Bantuew Commmunity. Moreover, such research
supports the coordination between Phetchaboon Province Cultural
Office and Phetchaboon Province Cultural Council. This research
has many measures that are used to collate information, for example,
questionnaire, interview, and other information sources. Persons
who have provided information at funerals are as follows; hosts,
relatives guests, alcohol sellers, organizers, local group leaders,
community leaders, Buddhist monks, Wiseman and philosophers.
The result of this research was reached through the collation and
analysis of this information.

The ideal to stop the consumption of alcohol at funerals at
Bantuew was raised in A.D. 2546. And, it was brought into practice
by all those of this community on 1 March A.D. 2550. Such event
happened following a discussion between community leaders
including Kamnun (the head of the community) and Phuyai-ban (the
assistant head of the community). Both of them had concerns about
the problems relating to the use of alcohol, including inappropriate
behaviour.

The people within the community considered about their
ownership, their right to give up having alcohol in funeral.
Consequently, the following seven conditions that aided in the
achievement of stopping the consumption of alcohol are;
1) government policy on fighting against drugs and persuading Thai
people to do something good on the occasion of the 80™ anniversary
of the King of Thailand; 2) high prices and complicated regulations
enforced on alcohol; 3) people knowing the negative effects of
alcohol that cause damage to property and life; 4) the health concept
of people; 5) no conflict of interest among alcohol sellers;
6) irrelevance of alcohol at funerals;



7) leaders’ behaviour being a role for the people in the community,
to act on the new tradition and rules in accordance with the
community.

The results of post enquiries on the stopping of consumption
of alcohol at funerals are in the following three parts as; reducing
expenditure; saving; developing good behaviour at funerals,
Moreover, the absence of alcohol at funerals is beneficial for people
to improve morals, ethics, to be united, consideration, safety,
honesty, the way to respect each other, and for people to help each
other in Bantuew. In addition, the creation of doing activities well is
also a part of the result.

To sustain these traditions and have new rules on stopping the
consumption of alcohol are dependent on social controls and
repeated practice.

The recommendation of this research is to follow such process
step by step. Firstly, to give relevant information to activists;
secondly, to consult and offer suggestions with knowledgeable
persons; thirdly, make joint decisions; fourthly, work together;
finally, to support new ideas by concentrating on conditions and
causes that can achieve the success.
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