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Abstract

This research was 1) to study the history of the communities, goldwork,
evolution and technical development of Sukhothai traditional goldworking
production, 2) to study the patterns and the processes of traditional goldworking
production of Tachai and Si-Satchanalai communities, Si-Satchanalai District,
Sukhothai, and 3) to study the development and characteristics of the designs and
patterns of Sukhothai traditional goldwork.

The data in this research was collected by surveying and interviewing, both
participation interview and interview with questionnaires. The data was recorded by
slides and photographs from three groups of people; 1) Eight domestic goldworking
entrepreneurs as follow : Tong Somsamai, Tong Somsak Wongyai, Tong Nantana,
Or-raphin Tongboran, On-anong Changtong, Tong Ek-karat, Tong Nopephamat and
Tong Chaojom, 2) goldsmiths, 3) people who are involved from Si-Satchanalai and
Tachai communities, Si-Satchanalai District, Sukhothai.

The study found that Sukhothai traditional goldwork was the reproduction of
ancient gold artefacts initiated by the goldsmiths from “Wongyai” family, namely
Khun Chuae Wongyai and Khun Somsamai Khaohern since 2518 B.E. When the
goldwork became more popular, Khun Somsak Wongyai (Lung Prang) had
expanded the business in 2532 B.E. by training local villagers how to roll, weave,
engrave and make gold pices. The goldwork were rapidly popular. In 2538 B.E.,
there were 13 entrepreneurs. But now, in 2551 B.E., there are only 8 entrepreneurs
left.

Gold bars-pure gold, or fine-nine gold- 99.99 percent pure gold are used in
the production of Sukhothai traditional goldworking. The gold is highly malleable and
ductile. Two types of instruments are used : modern ones such as ,the rolling mill and
blowtorch, and such old instruments as the table, hammer, pliers, scissors, anvil etc.
The first step is to forge gold and roll it into wires or plates (depending on the

implementation). Gold wires are woevn into patterns of three wires, four wires, five



wires, six wires or even twenty wires or made into the shapes of fish egg. Takraw
(ball) or fish trapper. Goldplates are made into the bead, Dok Peep, tube bracelet,
other types of bracelet, rolled gold amulet, or handbag. The designs are fabricated
through a variety of processes such as chasing, patching and embossing. Most of
Sukhothai goldwork are decorated with woven-gold or thread the enamel-coated
bead on gold wires and make various designs. Then, the goldwork is boiled and
dyed.

Most of Sukhothai gold pieces are ornaments made for personal adornment
for both men and women. Locals call names of the patterns used according to
modern utensils, i.e. Dok Peep, bead, rolled gold amulet, pine cones, boomerang,
and the designs are alike. They are locally called fish egg, Mudmee, Luktek,
Banchiang, Dokpikoon (Bullet wood), Dok Yongfoi etc.

There are three phases of the development of Sukhothai goldwork :

Phase 1 : The initiative period of Sukhothai goldwork began around 2516 B.E.
Khun Chua Wongyai and Khun Somsamai Khaohern imitated ancient gold objects,
gold rings and woven-gold necklaces found at Kang Luang, Si-Satchanalai
Historical Park, and used techniques of weaving and frabricating with various styles
of bead. These make Sukhothai goldwork much in demand.

Phase 2 : Around 2533 B.E., the styles of Sukhothai goldwork have been
developed and the entrepreneurs are sharply increased. During 2538 — 2540 B.E.,
there were 13 entrepreneurs. The designs of gold ornaments are inspired by natural
materials, motifs and mural painting from the ancient remains. They become more
beautiful and identified the Sukhothai typical styles.

Phase 3 : The economy crisis of Thailand in 2540 B.E. caused the
entrepreneurs to close down their business and left only 8 goldsmith’s shops,
Nevertheless, the designs of ornaments are still developed. A lot of goldsmith’s
shops employ designers and the ornaments are made to the customer’s
specifications. Consequently, the styles of Sukhothai goldwork grows more elegant

and varied.
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