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WONG SAW, A LANNA TRADITIONAL VOCAL MUSIC: A CASE STUDY OF
SEETUAN SORNNOI'S STYLE, CHIANGRAI PROVINCE, NORTHERN
THAILAND

ONG-ART INTHANIWET 4836955 MSMS/M
M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORS: NARONGCHAI PIDOKRAJT, B.Ed, M.Ed, MA., ORAWAN
BANCHONGSIN M.Ed., M.M.

ABSTRACT

This qualitative research aimed to examine the music style and characteristics of
music composed by Mr. Seetuan Sornnoi in Chiangrai Province. Field work study was
used to collect the data. The analysis processes involved the transcription of standard
notes and the application of musicology theories.

The findings of the study are as follows.The contexts relating to Local Saw
Performance in Chiangrai Province comprise Local Saw Performing culture and
Sacrificing Ceremony for Teachers. The latter activity can be divided into 3 types: annual
sacrificing ceremony for teachers held in the 9" Month of Lanna culture, the ceremony
organized in the 7" month of the year, and the ceremonial activity before performing the
Saw. The components used for performing Saw consist of; 1) a place for performance
which can be categorized into 2 types: a temple or a village, and 2) dress which is in the
local custom style. Chiangrai Local Saw performance can be divided into 3 types: 1)
Single Saw or Saw Pod, 2) Double Saw or Saw Koo Thong, and 3) Saw Play. The content
of the Saw mostly emphasizes religious teaching principles and creative cultural activities.
Before performing Saw, the female Saw performer dances to sacrifice and shows respect
to all teachers who transmitted the knowledge and to stimulate the audiences’ interest.

From the analysis of specific rhythm it appeared that the Chiangrai original style
provides the Saw pattern performed by male and female singers. When analyzing the Saw
conducting the standard note system, the music note groups sung by male performers
were similar to the F# Dorion Mode, while female singer’s music notes were similar to B
Mixolydian Mode in which the note scale was an octave applying the 7 main notes
according to the note scale or analyzed mode. The rhythmic style appeared in note pair
pattern: P1, P4, P5, P8, M3, M6 m3, and m3. The rhythmic arrangements differ from the
sound originated from music instruments. The technique of raising the tone and lowering
it down in the throat is the unique style used for Chiang Mai original rhythmic Saw. This
is also sung by both male and female performers showing the relationship between Saw
content and its rhythm in which the pattern appears as 1 rhythmic note with 1 content and
2-3 notes with 1 content. The distinctively innovative features created by Mr. Seetuan
Sornnoi are the ways in which the Saw teaches the followers to be humble, loyal, smart
and able to sing or compose the Saw effectively. Mr. Sornnoi provides the Saw
composition style reflecting the harmonious combination of beautiful rhythm, fine
language with teaching words and appreciation.

KEY WORDS: SAW PERFORMANCE / ANALYSIS / CULTURE / MUSIC / CHIANGRAI / LANNA
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WONG SAW, A LANNA TRADITIONAL VOCAL MUSIC: A CASE STUDY OF
SEETUAN SORNNOI’S STYLE,CHIANGRAI PROVINCE, NORTHERN
THAILAND

ONG-ART INTHANIWET 4836955 MSMS/M
M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORS: NARONGCHAI PIDOKRAJT, B.Ed, M.Ed, MA., ORAWAN
BANCHONGSIN M.Ed., M.M.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

1. Introduction

Lanna Music is a folk music of northern Thailand indicated uniquely by not
only lyric but also musical instruments such as pee(oboe) salo(fiddle) phin(lute) and
sueng.

The turm “So” in lanna culture means singing which is a folk style. That “So”
is very famous in lanna area, it is always used for entertainment and inherited until
now. There are many kinds of so: so chiang mai, so longnan, so ngeo or so phama
etc. So singer called chang so always sings by using a melodic line that is
accompanied by different instruments. In case of Chaing Mai group it uses pee chum
and sueng, but Nan province group uses phin (local accent is “pin”), salo and sueng.

The culture of Chaing Rai is more ancient than these of Chaing Mai. So we
can assume that a form of so in Chaing Rai’s tradition could be a original style of so’s
chaing mai and so long nan as well. There are many skillful singers (chang so)
throughout living in Chaing Rai province. About field study, we found that Mr.
Seetuan Sornnoi is the most well-known as a great master of chang so in Chaing Rai
province. By his ability of so, he indicates his high skillful improvisation by sweet-
sounding of melodic line, various lyric that conceals a usefulness to a listener.

By the reasons above, the research title is Wong Saw, a Lanna Traditional
Vocal Music: A Case Study of Seetuan Sornnoi’s Style,Chiang Rai Province,
Northern Thailand. The object of study is to indicate role of so ensemble in society
and its melodic characteristics which is unique, prominent and as an innovation of so
in Chaing Rai province. The result of this study will be able to be an information
guide for forward study of lanna songs.
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2. Research Objectives

2.1 to study contexts of so ensemble in Chaing Rai society.
2.2 to study melodic characteristics of so of Seetuan Sornnoi’s style, Chiang
Rai province.

3. Scopes of Work

This research scopes at so ensemble and vocal form of so melodies : tang
chaing mai, chapoo, and lamai, and also analyses relation between vocal melody with
its instrumental melody which is an innovation of Mr. Sornnoi’s style in Chiang Rai
province.

4. Procedures

The procedure of study is provided in four steps; data gathering, data
arranging, data analyzing, and research-report presentation.

4.1 Data Gathering
4.1.1 Documents
Study concerning documents from a library of universities such as
Mahidol University,Chiang Mai University, Rachabhat Chiang Rai University, etc.
4.1.2 Internet Online data
4.1.3 Person interview data
4.1.4 Field work

4.2 Data Arranging
4.2.1 Context data of so
4.2.2 Data classification

4.3 Data Analyzing
4.3.1 Contexts of so in Chiang Rai area
4.3.1.1 So performing
1) So tradition in Chiang Rai province
2) Elements of so
3) How to classify a type of so
4) Lyric of so
5) Cultural activities concerning about creating an innovation
4.3.1.2 Key Informances
4.3.2 This research studied melody of chang so, Seetuan Sornnoi’s
style into two parts.

1) A holistic study of so and lanna music accompanied in original style is
analyzed.

2) Innovative so of Seetuan Sornnoi’s style is analyzed, then the result of both
so are comparatively analyzed.
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An analytical study of this research investigates a music characteristic of so
into these music structures.
1) Musical form
2) Scale and Mode
3) Range
4) Structural Pitches of Melodic Line
5) Melodic shapes and Melodic Directions
6) Ornamentation
7) Relationship between text and Melodic

4.4 Report Presentation

This research was provided to be a 6-chapter report form corespond to the
objectives. Chapter 4 corresponds to the first objective which studies context of so in
Chaing Rai society. Chapter 5 corresponds to the second objective which analyzes a
melody of chang so, Seetuan Sornnoi’s style.

5. Results
5.1 Context of so ensemble in Chaing Rai society

From the study, the result shows that ritual tradition of pay homage to spirit
teacher of chang so in both Chiang Rai and Chiang Mai province is similar. There are
three types of ritual; 1) 9" month of lanna. Chang so who is selected will sing a
inviting song to invite spirit teacher to come and receive an offering food. The melody
used in this ritual is always Tang Chaing Mai. 2) 7" month of lanna,Aprilas a ritual
to pay respect to a living teacher 3) pay homage to spirit teacher before performing
time in order to get success in performance.

5.2 Classification of so singing in Chaing Rai province

So singing in Chaing Rai province can be classified into 3 types.

1) Single so singing,called “so pod”

2) Couple so singing,called “so khu thong”, is an antiphonal singing
between a group of male or female or unisex singers. This type of so is the most
famous in Chaing Rai province.

3) So lakhon,a dramatic so, is a type of so including many so singers
who take turn to sing so lyric, this so lakhon is similar to drama or telling a story

5.3 So innovation of Seetual Sornnoi’s style

1) So Learning in Mr.Sornnoi’s style
From interveiw chang so who get successflu in his performance they said
that a new chang so have to be grateful to the older teacher and practise hard a long
with a suggestion.
2) Lyric Composition of So
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So composition of Mr.Sornnoi is acclaimed to be one the most famous
compositions. Creating a good lyric, he loves to read any kinds of books eapecially a
Buddhist book.

3) Integrating style of so melody with Loog Toong song

About integrating of so melody with Loog Toong song,Mr.Sornnoi explain
that he would like to make so melody more fun, because a Look Toong song have an
influence in folk song in northern area of Thailand. His composition is always not
strict about lyric’s rhyme, but he arranges an elastic lyric to be fit into a boundary of
down beat of each notation bar.

6. Discussions

6.1 Elements of so singing

Elements of so singing consist of two points: place and clothing. The research
result shows that Buddhist temple as a center of society is a suitable place for singing
so, because most people are Buddhism. Clothing of chang so always wares lanna folk
style.

Content of so lyric mainly concerned with Buddhist: 1) Buddhist teaching 2)
celeblation, custom and, tradition 3) comedy style which conceals a knowledge 4)
imply an interesting thought 5) to admire a majesty the King 6) mirror a image of
recent society.

Recently folk dance is usually used for accompanying with so singing. In field
research found that female so singer always begings dance for a spirit
teacher,otherwise this beginging dance not only aims to be a overture of performance
to get an attention from people, but also indicates as a favorit lanna tradition to use in
accompanied with other folk performance in the past.As a news reporter of society, so
singing not only helps people to get update knowledge happened in society,but also so
show an origial live style of lanna people.

6.2 An analysis of melodic characteristics of so in case Seetual Sornnoi’s
style , Chaing Rai Province

The result of the study found that a melodic line of Mr.Sornnoi’s style in terms
of singing melodic line, main melodic line of pee and sueng can be elastic. Each
melodic line will sporadically indicate principal melodic line.

1.Form
Form of Tang Chiang Mai melody is composed by using subordinate
Melodic lines. Chapoo indicates its folk style by using a simple melodic line. The
melody which is developed from Chapoo is called Lamai, so both share a similar
form of melody.
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2. Scale or Mode

Musical scale or Mode that we found from this analysis is F sharp of Dorian
mode in male singer and B Micsoridian Mode in female singer.

3. Range

Range of Tang Chiang Mai melody in middle part of song and in the end part
of melody is different: over an octave found the beginning part because chang so want
to indicate difference of a singing style, and within an octave in middle part

4. Principal melodic line

All seven pitches found in tang chiang mai song suit are used as a
principal pitch because so mostly will take time so long and fast. Chang so and chang
pee will remember main pitches of melody in some part, but how to approach the next
main pitch they will play by an improvise technique. It show that so performance is
always flexible and ready to be developed, therefore all main pitches are still fix. The
result of this study corresponds to folk music theory that stated in chapter two.

5) Motion of Melodic Line

This study showed that a perfect interval is always found in motion of
melodic line between so melody and pee melody of tang chiang mai song suit.

6) Melodic Ornamentation

Melodic ornamentation of tang chiang mai song suit was found as a
special technique of articulation such as increase step and decrease step and finishes
by using huming sound in a deep position of neck. This special technique of
articulation is a unique style of singing both male and female so singing.

1) Relation between Lyric and Melody

Relation between Lyric and Melody of tang chiang mai song suit. The
result shows that so melody always uses a syllabic style of singing, because of its fast
tempo and antiphonal singing style between male and female.

7. Recommendations
7.1 Forward research aspect
1) Other melodies of so should be studied.
2) Other masters of chang so should be studied.
3) A comparative study of so singing in other areas should be studied.
4) Adaptation of recent so singing should be studied.
5) Other types of folk singing in northern Thailand should be studied.

7.2 Cultural preservation aspect

1) So should be supported and promoted as traditional activity of
society.

2) Academic seminar concerned about folk music of northern Thailand
should be made up in each part of northern area

3) Knowledge of so should be understood to other people.

4) Let master of chang so present a new opinion to preserve and inherit
their knowledge.
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